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Mountaineer Yousef Al-Rifai raises Kuwait’s flag after reaching the summit of the volcano of Ojos Del
Salado in Chile.

Dr Saad Al-Dousary, Abdelmohsen Al-Ghanem, Shadi Salem, Mohammad Al-Rowaished, Dr Mahmoud
Mitwally and head Nurse Shareef Ali.

Ihave become convinced that we in Kuwait are wit-
nessing a sharp decline in the rights of women.
Unfortunately, as the world moves forward, we are

regrettably and shamefully moving backwards.
The health guardianship of minor or incompetent

patients has caused social and human problems, as
questions arise in light of preventing the mother from
signing consent forms to approve surgical intervention
for her children. This right is limited exclusively to the
father, then the grandfather, sons and brothers. 

As a citizen, wife, and mother, I raise a warning flag
about the danger of continuing this situation that may
threaten the lives of young children and cause great suf-
fering to the mother, who finds herself unable to do any-
thing when her children need even the most basic surgi-
cal procedures. We are in 2020, people, and this issue is
serious as any of us can fall victim to such a situation.

While most opinions concur on the importance of
“informed consent” for surgical intervention or any
medical procedure that is required, however no country
prevents the mother from signing the form, as is the case
in Kuwait, which makes it practical to give permission to
the doctor for any necessary surgical intervention for
her children, in the event of her husband’s absence for
any reason. However, the problem is more complicated
in the case of a foster mother or divorcee who could be
at odds with her ex-husband. The right to custody also
does not entitle her to sign a consent form to agree to
the surgical operation on her child - rather, she must
obtain the consent of the guardian or a court ruling, and
here the question arises: 

Can the child be able to endure extreme pain, for
example, until the mother goes to the department of
legal affairs and investigations at the ministry of health
and brings proof that the father is not present (death
certificate, health custody, letter from the prison or
authorization if the father is outside the country) to get a
“no objection” for surgical intervention?! How much
time would this take? Days or more in case of public
holidays, and these are not few here.

Ultimately, the crisis is not limited to the mother and
children, but extends also to the medical staff that want
to legally protect themselves, and thus turns into a legal
problem. I believe that this issue requires all concerned
parties to sit together to put in place a comprehensive
framework that is free of gaps.

Recently, I read an article by a woman about her
friend’s husband. She said she saw her friend crying one
day after she rushed her ill husband to the hospital. He
was in urgent need for an operation, but it was not pos-
sible for her to sign his papers, because at that time her
son and uncles were outside the country. She wondered
who was behind this unjust decision to prevent her or
other women to sign such papers for their beloved ones.

Therefore, others and I were happy that MP Youssef
Al-Fadalah presented a proposal to grant women this
mandate in order to eliminate discrimination in such
humanitarian situations. But our joy was short-lived, as
the health committee rejected the proposal on the justi-
fication that it has no basis in law or humanity. Sadly,
unjust decisions against women here are usually cov-
ered with religion or legal and procedural excuses to
create fear and hesitation against the rights of women. 

With this article, I hope National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem - who is known for being support-
ive of women - stands by his Kuwaiti sisters on this
humanitarian issue. I also wish the women ministers and
the female deputy in the National Assembly have a clear
and speedy stance on this issue. I also hope that women
will not elect those who stand against their rights, so
that people realize the impact of women and their
strength in defending their rights.

Shame on 
women’s rights

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital successfully con-
ducted a radical nephrectomy using a robot; the first
operation of its kind in Kuwait, the hospital announced
yesterday. The da Vinci robotic surgery was done suc-
cessfully with the participation of the urology surgery
unit team at the hospital, said Dr Saad Al-Abdelhadi Al-
Dousary, Senior Urologist and Head of Urology
Surgery Department at Jaber Hospital. This is the sev-
enth robotic surgery to be performed at Jaber Hospital,
Dr Dousary said, adding that six other surgeries were
previously performed to treat medical cases including
obesity, urinary tracts diseases, colon, general surgery
and others under the supervision of the head of surgery
department Dr Salman Al-Sabah. Among robotic sur-
geries that can be done “with high precision” are radi-
cal prostatectomy, radical nephrectomy, cystectomy,
transforming urinary tract pathways, and excision of
the adrenal gland tumor, Dr Dousary said.

Meanwhile, Urologist Dr Mohammad Abdelmohsen
Al-Ghanem said the robotic surgery allows patients to
leave hospital within 48 hours and resume regular
activity. “The robot technology allows doctors to have
more control because they can reach areas where

doctors find difficulties reaching normally,” he said,
pointing out that the robot itself is controlled by the
surgeon. “They do not operate on their own, but
rather provide more accuracy,” he said, adding that
they only create a less than 1 cm opening in patients
for the operation.

Separately, Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Bassel Al-
Sabah has ordered the formation of a panel to examine
reports issued by the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) on illnesses and deaths resulting
from vaping. The Ministry of Health said in a statement
yesterday that the committee, headed by the assistant
undersecretary for public health Dr Buthaina Al-
Mudhaf, will look into these reports, patients’ cases and
prospected upgrade of diagnosis and treatment poli-
cies and protocols at the national level. It indicated that
the commission would also consider placing regulations
on marketing and transactions. Moreover, its jurisdic-
tions cover regular examination of technical reports,
documents and recommendations, issued from meet-
ings of signatory States of the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control, international agencies
and centers specialized in regulating e-smoking. It will
also seek to upgrade national policies on tobacco. in
line with Kuwait’s adherence to the WHO convention.

First robotic radical nephrectomy
conducted at Kuwait’s Jaber Hospital

Health minister forms panel on vaping

Kuwaiti mountaineer
climbs world’s highest
volcanic summit
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti mountaineer Yousef Al-Rifai
recorded a new achievement for Kuwait by reaching
the highest volcanic summit in the world in Chile,
which is 6,893 meters above sea level. In a statement
to the press yesterday, Rifai said the summit of the
volcano of Ojos Del Salado in Chile is the highest vol-
canic summit in the world, noting that he is the first
Kuwaiti to climb the sixth summit of the seven vol-
canic peaks in the world. The trip started from the
Chilean capital Santiago to take a flight that took an
hour and a half to reach the city of Copiapo, north of
Chile, which is famous for gold and iron mines, starting
point for the world’s driest Atacama Desert, where this
volcano is located, he added. He pointed out that after
arriving in Copiapo; he drove to reach the heart of the
desert to adapt to the harsh heights before the actual
climbing of the volcano, noting that he climbed other
peaks lower than this volcano as a kind of training.
Rifai stated that he felt proud after raising the Flag of
Kuwait at the highest volcanic summit in the world,
expressing his thanks and appreciation to the spon-
sors of this trip, Kuwait Finance House, Ooredoo and
Spark Sports Club. —KUNA

Brown Shrike raises
recorded birds in
Kuwait to 414
KUWAIT: The Head of the Kuwait Environmental Lens’
team Rashed Al-Haji said Friday that the Brown Shrike
bird was monitored at the Jahra Nature Reserve, bring-
ing the amount of bird species logged in Kuwait to 414.
Haji added that at the start of 2020, the Brown Shrike,
one of the small birds from the reserve, was spotted
since the last recorded bird detected in Kuwait was in
2019. The Brown Shrike was distinguished by its colors
and relatively long tail, which has two feathers on the
outskirts, while the male and female are similar in color,
he mentioned. He showed that after hunting its prey, it

tortured and skinned it, often leaving its prey hanging
while writhing in pain and flying far away, then later
pouncing on it to devour it. This bird prefers prominent
and high places of tree branches, usually flying down it
at a height less than a meter from the earth’s surface
and when it approached the intended place it rose to it
gradually, he pointed out. The Brown Shrike was not
present in Arab countries but in East Asia, especially
during the summer, migrating in the winter to the south,
since going to the Arabian Peninsula at this time was
very unnatural and rare, therefore bird enthusiasts are
eager to photograph this event, Haji said. They are able
to migrate and move over very long distances, about
20,000 kilometers, Haji noted. Environment Public
Authority (EPA) was keen to protect creatures of all
kinds until the reserves become a safe place to
embrace birds, especially with the law prohibiting
hunting and setting new laws that deter people from
fooling around in the wildlife, he underlined. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Brown Shrike bird pictured at the Jahra Nature
Reserve. —KUNA

New northern
road project
94% complete
By Abdullatif Al-Sharaa

KUWAIT: A project to build a new road connecting the
Saad Al-Abdullah road with the Bihaith gate is 94 per-
cent complete, the project’s engineer Jaber Al-Qallaf
said, adding that it is being completed by the Public
Authority for Roads and Transport (PART) as part of

efforts to develop the country’s road network to sup-
port Kuwait’s development plans.

“This is considered one of the most important proj-
ects PART is currently carrying out,” Qallaf said,
adding that it falls under the main plans of developing
the infrastructure in northern Kuwait area, and accord-
ing to the structural plan to serve the planned housing
cities of Sabriya, north Subbiya, and Silk City.

The 27.5 kilometers long road is the first stage of the
regional road that extends all the way to Abdaly border
outlet, he said, adding that it was designed with a high
service level to meet future needs of the area and pro-
vide high safety measures, while increasing the logistic
capacity to serve transport of goods and passengers
smoothly from Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port to other roads.

Kuwait Airways
receives A320
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways has taken delivery of the
third plane (A320) after being flown from the Airbus
plant in the German city of Hamburg. The KAC Chief
Executive Officer, Kamel Al-Awadhi, said in a press
release yesterday that the plane, named Wara, was
delivered as part of a contract to provide the KAC with
up to 15 aircraft of this type. The other planes will be
delivered in phases, as part of the Kuwaiti airlines’
approach to upgrade the fleet and passengers’ services.
Awadhi explained that the KAC would be received in
addition to the one that has already arrived five other
aircraft, including three of the model A-320-New, two
A-800-330. All planes that should be provided accord-
ing to the contract will be in Kuwait by 2026. —KUNA


