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Xi warns of ‘grave’ situation as  
China rushes to build hospitals

Virus toll hits 41 • Kuwait issues travel warning for Hong Kong, Macau 
WUHAN, China: Chinese President Xi Jinping 
warned yesterday that China was facing a “grave” sit-
uation as authorities took more drastic steps to halt 
the spread of a virus that has killed 41 people and is 
overwhelming hospitals at the epicenter of the health 
emergency. The world’s most populous country 
scrambled to contain the disease that has already 
infected nearly 1,300 people, building a second field 
hospital to relieve overwhelmed medical facilities and 
closing more travel routes as the country marked the 
Lunar New Year holiday. 

After more countries reported cases, Xi said at a 
Communist Party leadership meeting on the disease 
that China was “faced with the grave situation of an 
accelerating spread of the new coronavirus” but that 
the country will “definitely be able to win the battle”, 

according to state media.  The country’s most important 
celebration has been all but cancelled for at least 56 
million people as authorities expanded travel bans 
across central Hubei province to try and contain the 
spread of the virus. 

Kuwait yesterday advised its nationals against non-
essential travel to Hong Kong and Macau. Hong Kong’s 
government has put in place the highest state of emer-
gency in response to the outbreak of the coronavirus, 
closing all primary and secondary schools after five cas-
es of the pneumonia-causing virus were reported, said 
Salah Al-Seif, Kuwait’s consul general in Hong Kong and 
Macau. Kuwait’s General Consulate in Hong Kong has 
set up an emergency hotline at 0085298211669 in case 
urgent assistance is needed, he said.  

Continued on Page 24 

WUHAN, China: Medical staff members wearing protective clothing to help stop the spread of a deadly virus which 
began in the city, arrive with a patient at the Wuhan Red Cross Hospital yesterday. —AFP  

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s foreign ministry summoned 
Iran’s ambassador Friday after a high-level Iranian 
official implicated the state in the US drone attack 
that killed top general Qasem Soleimani, official news 
agency KUNA reported. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah expressed Kuwait’s “amazement”  
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Kuwait summons 
Iran envoy over 
Soleimani claim

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah 
meets Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammed Irani 
on Friday. — KUNA 

ELAZIG, Turkey: This handout aerial picture shows rescue workers searching for survivors in the rubble of a building 
after an earthquake yesterday. — AFP 

ELAZIG, Turkey: Rescue workers raced against time 
yesterday to find survivors under the rubble after a 
powerful earthquake claimed 22 lives and left more than 
1,200 injured in eastern Turkey. The magnitude 6.8 

quake struck on Friday evening, with its epicenter in the 
small lakeside town of Sivrice in Elazig province, and 
was felt across neighboring countries.  

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan cancelled a speech 
in Istanbul and headed to Elazig where he attended the 
funeral of a woman and her son, which he described as 
a “test” for Turkey. “We are doing everything we can as 
the state and nation, and we will continue to do so. Our 
efforts at all rescue sites will continue,” he said at the 
funeral, adding state house developer TOKI would 
make sure no one was left “hungry or in the open”.   

Continued on Page 24 

Rescuers scramble to  
find survivors after  
Turkey quake kills 22 


