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Fashion legend Jean-Paul Gaultier
bows out in style

French designer Jean Paul Gaultier (center) celebrates with
models at the end of his Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Haute
Couture collection fashion show in Paris. —AFP photos

Jean-Paul Gaultier has bowed out of fashion with all the
cheek and showmanship with which he has lit it up over
the last half century. The legendary French provocateur

bid farewell Wednesday with an hour-long feelgood musical
spectacular with an orchestra and a cast of hundreds to cel-
ebrate the friends and the often outrageous looks that
helped make him a star.

With what seemed like the entire fashion world gathered
to pay tribute, the mammoth production began with a black
coffin with two conical breasts sticking out of it being car-
ried down a set worthy of Cecil B DeMille. It was Gaultier’s
knowing joke that the conical bra he famously put on
Madonna will probably end up on his tombstone.

British singer Boy George closed the show, with fashion-
istas on their feet as the designer emerged in the same blue
work overalls as his studio staff when the curtain lifted to
reveal the backstage. Raised onto the shoulders of some of
the 220 models who had sashayed down the runway, he
threw kisses as the audience chanted his name to the strains
of the Culture Club hit “Church of the Poison Mind”.

The ode to freaks and outsiders echoed the way the
maverick designer pioneered body positive thinking and
gender fluidity long before they became fashionable.
American singer Beth Ditto and the bearded Austrian drag
queen Conchita Wurst were among the atypical models he
managed to charm onto the catwalk.

While Madonna herself did not make it to the show, the
“French Madonna” Mylene Farmer did, along with a galaxy
of Gallic stars including “Betty Blue” actress Beatrice Dalle.
In a touching message before the curtain lifted, Gaultier
gave the world a lesson in sustainability and making do.
“There are too many clothes and too many that are never

French designer Jean Paul Gaultier acknowledges the audi-
ence at the end of his Women’s Spring-Summer 2020 Haute
Couture collection fashion show.


