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WASHINGTON: Democrats on Wednesday ac-
cused Donald Trump at his historic Senate im-
peachment trial of seeking to cheat to ensure
re-election in November, and called for
“courage” by the president’s fellow Republicans
while considering the case against him.

Adam Schiff, head of the House of Represen-
tatives’ prosecution team, took to the Senate
floor to deliver hours of methodical arguments
to a hushed chamber hearing only the third-ever
impeachment trial of a US president. The Dem-
ocratic lawmaker described how Trump solicited
foreign interference in domestic elections,
“abusing the powers of his office to seek help
from abroad to improve his re-election
prospects at home.”

“And when he was caught, he used the pow-
ers of that office to obstruct the investigation
into his own misconduct,” said Schiff, who
headed the probe that led to Trump’s December
18 impeachment by the Democratic-controlled
House. Schiff shrugged off Republican argu-
ments that American voters, and not the Senate,
should decide whether Trump remains in the
White House.

“The president’s misconduct cannot be de-
cided at the ballot box for we cannot be assured
that the vote will be fairly won,” Schiff said.
Trump stands accused of withholding military
aid from Ukraine to pressure his Ukrainian
counterpart to announce an investigation into
Democrat and potential election rival Joe Biden.
“President Trump withheld hundreds of millions
of dollars in military aid to a strategic partner at
war with Russia to secure foreign help with his
re-election,” Schiff said at the nationally tele-
vised proceedings.

“In other words, to cheat. If this conduct is
not impeachable, then nothing is.” Interspersing

his remarks with video of House inquiry testi-
mony, and clips of Trump himself, Schiff appealed
to the Senate’s 100 members to put aside parti-
sanship in deciding Trump’s fate. He encouraged
them to use an open mind when evaluating the
testimony of people like ambassadors Gordon
Sondland and Marie Yovanovitch, and former
National Security Council official Fiona Hill.

“They risked everything, their careers. And
yes I know what you’re asked to decide may risk
yours too,” Schiff told the senators. “But if they
could show the courage, so can we,” he said in
concluding a nearly-nine-hour session.

‘Fairly quickly’ 
Republicans, who hold a 53-47 edge, have

shown little inclination, however, to break ranks
with a president who has a history of lashing out
ferociously at his perceived enemies. “I didn’t
hear anything new at all,” Republican Senator
John Barrasso said during a trial break. Sixty-
seven senators, a two-thirds majority, are
needed to remove Trump from office and a se-
ries of votes Tuesday on the trial’s ground rules
followed strict party lines.

Republicans defeated repeated efforts by
Democrats to introduce White House witnesses
and documents at the start of the trial. Trump
called the proceedings a “hoax” and said he ex-
pected the Senate to clear him “fairly quickly.”

The president defended the Republicans’ re-
jection of Democratic efforts to force former na-
tional security advisor John Bolton and others to
testify, saying of Bolton, for example, that it
would present a “national security problem.”
Trump then went on a Twitter tear, firing off a
record number of tweets and retweets in a single
day of his presidency — 150 as of 10.30 pm.

With reports swirling that some Democrats

were mulling pushing for Biden or his son Hunter
to testify in exchange for key administration of-
ficials being called as witnesses, the top Demo-
crat waived it off. Hunter Biden served on the
board of a Ukrainian energy company when his
father was vice president. 

But a witness trade is “off the table,” Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said. House im-
peachment “managers”-the prosecutors-have
24 hours over three days to make their case that
Trump is guilty of abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of Congress. Yesterday’s session focused on
the legal and constitutional case for impeach-

ment, while Friday will address facts surrounding
the president’s misconduct, Schiff said. White
House lawyers then have 24 hours, likely begin-
ning tomorrow, to present their defense. Sena-
tors will then be able to ask written questions to
be read out aloud by US Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Roberts, who is presiding over the
trial. Trump’s personal attorney, Jay Sekulow,
said the White House will “challenge aggres-
sively the case that they’re putting forward.” And
despite Schiff’s appeal to Republican senators
to support calling key witnesses, Sekulow gave
a curt rationale for refusal.  — AFP
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WASHINGTON, DC: House impeachment managers (left to right) Rep Jason Crow (D-CO), Sen
Adam Schiff (D-CA), Rep Sylvia Garcia (D-TX), Rep Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), Rep. Jerrold Nadler
(D-NY) and Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) talk to reporters before the second day of the Sen-
ate impeachment trial of President Donald Trump at the US Capitol on Wednesday. — AFP

Gabbard sues 
Hillary for 
calling her 
‘Russian asset’ 
NEW YORK: US presidential hopeful Tulsi
Gabbard, who is in near last place among
Democrats in primary polling, filed a
defamation suit Wednesday against Hillary
Clinton after the former secretary of state
called her a “Russian asset.” Gabbard al-
leges that Clinton made the comments in re-
taliation for her support of Bernie Sanders,
the former secretary of state’s rival in 2016
for the Democratic presidential nomination.

Clinton never mentioned Gabbard by
name, stating only that she was referring to
“somebody who is currently in the Demo-
cratic primary.” “She’s the favorite of the Rus-
sians. They have a bunch of sites and bots and

other ways of supporting her so far,” Clinton
said in a podcast that aired in October,
adding that “Yeah, she’s a Russian asset.”The
next day, CNN asked Clinton’s spokesman
if she was referring to Gabbard. He replied:
“If the nesting doll fits.” Gabbard, a 38-
year-old Army veteran and Hawaii law-
maker who has criticized US involvement in
Syria and received favorable coverage in
Russian state media, said Clinton’s accusa-
tion, which was widely repeated on social
media, was “devastating” to her reputation.

“Clinton’s peddling of this theory has
harmed Tulsi, has harmed American voters,
and has harmed American democracy,” said
Gabbard, who added that she has “spent her
entire adult life serving this country.” She
said she had asked Clinton to retract the
statement, to no avail. One of 11 Democratic
candidates seeking the party’s presidential
nomination, Gabbard is polling at 1.3 percent
among likely primary voters, according to an
average compiled by Real Clear Politics.

Clinton, a former first lady, was the Dem-
ocratic nominee in 2016 but lost to Donald
Trump in the November elections. — AFP 

Biden, Sanders
trade barbs as 
US primary 
race tightens 
WASHINGTON: Democratic frontrunners Joe
Biden and Bernie Sanders are trading barbs, each
accusing the other of lying and having a smaller
chance of defeating Donald Trump in November,
as the race for the party’s nomination tightens.

Biden holds the lead in national polling aver-
ages, but Sanders has been on the rise since De-
cember. A new CNN/SSRS poll puts Sanders in
first place with 27 percent, within the margin of
error but slipping ahead of Biden, who came in at
24 percent. Results from another survey Wednes-
day by Morning Consult were virtually the in-
verse: Barack Obama’s former vice president
scored 29 percent to 24 percent for the US sen-
ator from Vermont.

As the race has narrowed, the two septuage-
narians-Biden the moderate, Sanders a self-de-

scribed “Democratic socialist”-have grown testy,
accusing each other of dishonesty. The change in
tone recalls the bitter 2016 primary battle between
Sanders and Hillary Clinton, who in the end won
the Democratic nomination but lost the election to
Trump. “I find it amazing that we go back and look
at statements, many of them, most of them, taken
out of context of 10, 20, 30, 35 years ago,” Biden
said on MSNBC Wednesday.

The day before, Sanders had accused Biden in
a tweet accompanied by a video of having long
wanted to cut funding for Social Security, the US
public pension system. “Let’s be honest, Joe. One
of us fought for decades to cut Social Security, and
one of us didn’t. But don’t take it from me. Take it
from you,” he wrote. A Sanders spokeswoman, Bri-
ahna Joy Gray, piled on, posting a long video com-
paring the two candidates’ positions, and
concluding that Biden’s record on foreign or trade
policy would crumble under Trump’s attacks if the
two were to face off one-on-one. Then she called
on the former vice president to “Tell the truth Joe,”
invoking a hashtag popular with Sanders support-
ers. In an ad posted on Twitter by his account,
Biden had previously taken a shot at Sanders.
“Bernie’s negative attacks won’t change the truth,”
a narrator says. “Joe Biden is still the strongest
Democrat to beat Donald Trump.” — Reuters
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