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WASHINGTON:  A psychologist who helped de-
sign the CIA’s “war on terror” torture program
after the September 11, 2001 attacks defended
the program this week before its victims at the
US military prison in Guantanamo, Cuba.

James Mitchell was unapologetic Tuesday
when he appeared at a hearing to answer ques-
tions about the waterboarding, stress position
and sleep deprivation techniques applied to 9/11
plot suspects detained in secret prisons following
the attacks.

“I’d get up today and do it again,” he said be-
fore five of those men, whose slow-moving cases
at the Guantanamo military tribunals have them
facing possible death sentences.

Mitchell was one of the architects of the so-
called “enhanced interrogation” operations de-
ployed against suspected Al-Qaeda extremists
after the 2001 attacks, which left 2,976 dead.
While the techniques he and another psycholo-
gist helped devise have now been banned as ille-
gal torture, Mitchell said it had been his “moral
duty,” to help protect the country. 

“To protect American lives outweighed the
feelings of discomfort of terrorists who voluntar-
ily took up arms against us,” he told the court, ac-
cording to The New York Times. “To me it just
seemed like it would be dereliction of my moral

responsibilities.” Mitchell personally took part in
some of the interrogations, including water-
boarding Abu Zubaydah, one of the earliest CIA
captives associated with Al-Qaeda founder
Osama Bin Laden.

Abu Zubaydah, who remains imprisoned in
Guantanamo, was not among those in the court-
room facing Mitchell on Tuesday. Those present
included Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who was
waterboarded 183 times by CIA interrogation
teams which included Mitchell; Mohammed’s
nephew Ammar al-Baluchi; Walid bin Attash; and
two others, none of who had seen Mitchell since
they were send to Guantanamo in the early-mid
2000s. Mitchell had been called to testify as
some of the prisoners in Guantanamo were chal-
lenging the use of evidence in their coming trials
that was derived from the government’s interro-
gation programs.

Evidence garnered from the CIA’s interroga-
tions already cannot be used in court; the defen-
dants also want to exclude that from parallel FBI
interrogations. All the defendants are still in the
preliminary phases of their trials, which have
been stalled for years by complex rules, poor ad-
ministration and legal maneuvers from both sides.
“Mitchell is a big part of the reason why the vic-
tims’ families still don’t have any justice,” said

Amnesty International’s Julia Hall. “Mitchell has
said he is giving this testimony for the victims and
families,” she said.

“However, it is in large measure because of the

torture techniques that he himself created and
used on the detainees that there has been delay
after delay. Evidence extracted under torture
can’t be used in these proceedings.” — AFP

Haiti pushes 
foster homes to 
ease problems 
in orphanages 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: Rose Boncoeur brought two emaciated
little girls to live in her modest home in Haiti as part of a reform
drive aimed at keeping children out of orphanages.

“People often asked me if I am crazy,” said Boncoeur, whose
name means “good heart.” The government of the Americas’ poor-
est country is pushing to deinstitutionalize children so as to avoid
the darkest sides of orphanage life-trafficking of kids or even
worse abuse. So far, 120 homes in Haiti have opened their doors
to children with nowhere else to go. Boncoeur gets no financial
help to feed or clothe her two charges, and is forced to ask people
for used clothing for her foster children-sisters, aged eight months
and three years.

“Some people do not understand that I spend money on chil-
dren who are not mine,” said Boncoeur, who is proud that her bi-
ological daughter treats those girls like siblings. Much of the
problem goes back to the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti in
2010, which left more than 250,000 people dead and largely de-
molished the capital city, Port-au-Prince. The number of orphan-
ages and other care facilities for children more than doubled.

Of the 754 that now exist in Haiti, only around 50 are licensed
or in the process of getting a license from IBESR, the government’s
child social welfare agency. The government has now barred any
more such institutions from opening.

Pedophilia, organ trafficking 
The government has also finally signed an international conven-

tion designed to safeguard inter-country adoptions. Before, a for-

eigner could just go to an orphanage in Haiti, strike a deal with the
director, and adopt a child, with IBESR only involved at the end of
the process to act as a type of registrar of the match, said its di-
rector, Arielle Jeanty Villedrouin.

IBESR now heads the process, deciding who the children will
go with, “which averts some excesses because there has been talk
of pedophilia and organ trafficking,” she said. State intervention in
matching children with people who want to adopt is also seen as a
critical to avoiding heartbreak for parents who give up their kids
to orphanages. “People would entrust their children to an orphan-
age and maybe sign a document without even knowing how to
read,” said Villedrouin. 

She said the child welfare agency often had to deal with weep-
ing mothers who came looking for children who had been adopted
and taken out of the country. Eighty percent of the estimated
27,000 children living in orphanages in Haiti have at least one par-
ent alive. Child welfare advocates here say it is a shame that abject
poverty can destroy families and strip children from their parents
when some orphanages actually have a lot of money. — AFP

Mexico detained more
than 2,000 after caravan
border crossing 
MEXICO CITY:  Mexican migration authorities released
Wednesday an official count of the number of people detained
along the country’s southern border two days before, estimat-
ing that more than 2,000 people were “rescued” after they
crossed the border with Guatemala. 

National Institute of Migration (INM) officials explained
that among the detained were not only members of the so-
called “2020 Caravan” that left Honduras about a week ago,
but also many who had entered the country through other
spots.  About 1,300 people were detained in Tabasco and an-
other 800 in Chiapas, the INM said, including some minors. 

On Wednesday, Mexico deported 460 Hondurans via offi-
cial planes and buses from the two southern states, the min-
istry of the interior said.  Several hundred caravan members
had tried to cross the Suchiate River at dawn on Monday from
Tecun Uman in Guatemala, demanding migration authorities
let them continue their journey to the United States.

When authorities did not immediately respond, the mi-
grants began wading across the river, which is shallow this
time of year. Mexican National Guard troops fired tear gas to
force them back, leading to scenes of chaos as huge crowds
of people flailed across the river.

About 500 were able to enter the country illegally, though
more than 400 of them were later arrested.  Thousands of
Central Americans have crossed Mexico toward the United
States in caravans, fleeing chronic poverty and brutal gang vi-
olence in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. — AFP

Psychologist defends CIA’s ‘war on 
terror’ torture before Gitmo court 

Man who ‘waterboarded’ for CIA ‘unapologetic’ during hearing 

WASHINGTON: James Mitchell was unapologetic Tuesday when he appeared at a hearing to
answer questions about the waterboarding, stress position and sleep deprivation techniques
applied to 9/11 plot suspects. — AFP

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: The Haiti government has also signed an
international convention designed to safeguard inter-country
adoptions.— AFP


