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Kuwait drops seven spots in
Corruption Perceptions Index

Kuwaiti watchdog blames ‘lack of legislations’ for decline

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Kuwait is ranked 85th out of 180 countries in the
annual Corruption Perceptions Index issued by Trans-
parency International, retreating seven spots with only 41
points out of a total of 100, after it was previously ranked
78th worldwide. Chairman of Kuwait Transparency Society
Majed Al-Mutairi said the anti-corruption measures the
government had taken over the past two years had been far
below expectations and further legislations and real reform
are needed to provide better services. “It is high time for
governance in the public sector as per the bill the society
has proposed,” he underlined. 

Meanwhile, parliamentary sources said the parliament
had inquired from the government about executive proce-
dures it intends to take on executing its agenda, which in-
cludes fighting corruption and achieving transparency. “The
parliament wishes to draw attention to confirmations made
by the anti-corruption authority chairman that the current
measures taken by the government do not achieve the
sought goals of fighting corruption and holding corrupt el-
ements accountable,” the sources remarked. 

They added the Assembly might request holding a spe-
cial session or allocate two hours of a session to review the
government’s measures in this regard, especially since the
parliament had previously agreed to allocate two hours
monthly to discuss certain topics as proposed by the gov-
ernment at the beginning of its tenure. 

Speedy legislations
In the meantime, Kuwait’s Public Anti-Corruption Au-

thority (Nazaha) said that the decline of Kuwait’s ranking in
Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index
was due to several reasons, namely delay of enacting rele-
vant legislations. In a press release issued to comment on
the Berlin-based international agency’s report, the Kuwaiti
authority said one of the main reasons of Kuwait’s record
at this level was delay of issuing legislations that could have
served Kuwait’s stance regarding the corruption perception
index, most notably a law on conflicting interests, in addition
to a law of the right to know, regulating information gath-
ering, a legislation for regulating appointment of leaders and
another on organizing electoral campaigns. It added, citing
recommendations by International Transparency, “There
have been circulated reports about many corruption cases
thus undermining confidence between the society and the
state, creating an impression about non-enforcement of the

law for executing verdicts against corruption and reclaiming
(misappropriated) funds.”

Nazaha called for speedy enactment of the legislations,
namely the penal code to render bribing civil servants a
penal crime, in addition to criminalizing bribes in the private
sector, expanding scope of responsibility to cover inde-
pendent entities (persons and institutions) in tandem with
international treaties and accords on revamping precautions
against corruption. In 2019, Kuwait posted improvement in
several indices with respect of the corruption perception,
such as the index of easy business, in addition to improving
its status in the global competition index. It called for con-
tinuing efforts for sustainable development to maintain the
achievements, through cooperation with all stakeholders for
implementing the strategy for boosting integrity and com-
bating corruption.

Most corrupt
Arab-wise, the Corruption Perception Index 2019 ranked

Sudan, Libya, Yemen and Syria amongst the world’s top 10
corruption-stricken countries showing that Syria has re-
treated 13 positions compared to 2012, while Yemen re-
treated by eight spots in the same period. On the other hand,
the index showed UAE had the lowest corruption rate in the
Arab world, followed by Qatar (with 9 points difference),
while Saudi Arabia has achieved a four-point progress com-
pared to the previous year. 

The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) report allocated
a special paragraph for Tunisia, noting that with a score of
43, Tunisia remains at a standstill on the CPI despite ad-
vances in anti-corruption legislation over the past five years.
Notably, the index ranks 180 countries and territories by
their perceived levels of public sector corruption, according
to experts and businesspeople. It uses a scale of zero to
100, where zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean.
More than two-thirds of countries score below 50 on this
year’s CPI, with an average score of just 43.

The 180 countries were divided into six regions - North
and South America, Western Europe and EU, Sub-Saharan
Africa, MENA, Central Asia and Eastern Europe, East Asia
and the Pacific Ocean. The CPI report also showed that
Western Europe and European Union countries, Denmark,
New Zealand, Finland, Singapore and Sweden respectively
topped the list   with least corruption rates. The CPI 2019
focuses on the relation between money, politics and corrup-
tion based on information provided about transparency in
financing political campaigns. 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The online issuance of replacement lost or damaged driving li-
censes will start on Sunday, well-informed security sources announced,
adding that the Interior Ministry’s new decision to renew driving licenses
online had largely contributed to reducing the number of people having to
show up at traffic departments to do so. The sources said 31,884 licenses
have been renewed over the past two months.

Full amnesty
With three votes to two, the parliamentary legislative affairs committee

approved the proposals for a full amnesty after merging them in one report,
said informed sources, noting that MPs Khaled Al-Shatti and Khalil Abul
voted for the proposal while Faisal Al-Kandari and Ahmed Al-Fadhl voted
against it, which made the committee chairman vote in favor after the with-
drawal of MPs Khaled Al-Otaibi and Mohammed Al-Dallal in protest over
the merger. Commenting on his withdrawal, Dallal justified it by some mem-
bers’ insistence on merging the proposals and including all those accused
in the Abdali cell and breaking into the parliament cases and fugitive for-
mer-MP Abdulhameed Dashti in the amnesty. In the meantime, five MPs
filed a motion asking for allocating two hours in the next session to debate
the housing problem in the country, saying that the government has failed
to resolve the housing problem.

Cold weather
Manager of the marine stations at the Meteorological Department

Yasser Al-Bloushi said the coming days will witness cold weather by day
and cold with low clouds and a chance of scattered rain by night. Bloushi
added today’s weather will be rather cold and partially cloudy with light to
moderate southeasterly wind, high temperature of 18-20 Celsius and slight
to moderate waves that can sometimes be rough at daytime. 

Bloushi said the weather tonight will be rather cold with southeasterly
to southwesterly moderate winds with a chance of rain and probably thun-
derstorms in some areas, with temperatures of 6-8 degrees C and moderate
waves of 3 to 6 feet. Bloushi forecast tomorrow’s weather to be considerably
cold with fewer clouds and northwesterly moderate wind, high temperature
of 14 to 16 degrees centigrade and moderate to high waves during daytime. 

He added tomorrow night will be extremely cold with light to moderate
northwesterly wind, a chance of frost in some desert and agricultural areas
and a low temperature of 2-5 degrees C and moderate to high waves of 3
to 6 feet. 

Sewage plant
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) announced signing a project con-

tract with Um Al-Haiman Holding Company yesterday to expand the Um
Al-Haiman sewage plant. MPW explained that Um Al-Haiman Holding is a
shareholding company in which the German investor WTE owns 40 percent
of the shares, while the Kuwait government owns the remaining 60 percent,
including 10 percent by MPW and 50 percent by the investment authority,
which would be later offered for public bidding to citizens. 

MPW explained that the plant will serve southern Kuwait in the area
between the Sixth Ring Road till Sabah Al-Ahmad City - almost one third
of Kuwait’s total area - with a total capacity of 500,000 cu m of treated
water per day that would be used for landscaping in southern areas. “The
first phase of the project will be concluded in three years at a total cost of
KD 382,131,000.  
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