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Serena, Federer into third round 

MELBOURNE: Fifteen-year-old prodigy Coco Gauff
set up an Australian Open blockbuster with defending
champion Naomi Osaka yesterday, as a pumped-up
Serena Williams took another step towards a record-
equalling 24th Grand Slam title.

On a day when men’s seeds tumbled, Serbia’s Novak
Djokovic strode into the third round to be joined by
Roger Federer, who dismissed Filip Krajinovic 6-1, 6-4,
6-1. American teenager Gauff, showing a tenacity which
is becoming her trademark, clawed her way back from a
set down to beat the experienced Sorana Cirstea 4-6,
6-3, 7-5.

Gauff, who screamed and pumped her fists as she
completed her victory, said her “will to win” had got
her through the tough second-round match at a
windswept Melbourne Park. “My parents always told
me you can always come back — no matter what the
score is,” said Gauff, who beat seven-time Grand Slam
champion Venus Williams in round one.

Gauff also beat Williams on her Grand Slam debut
last year at Wimbledon, and in another quirk, she faced
Osaka in the US Open third round, going down meekly
in straight sets. Japan’s Osaka, 22, beat China’s Zheng
Saisai 6-2, 6-4 but briefly lost her cool mid-match,
hurling and kicking her racquet when she gave up a
break in the second set.

“I was thinking that I really don’t want to play a third
set this time,” explained Osaka, who is defending a
Grand Slam title for the second time. Former world
number one Wozniacki, playing her final tournament
before retiring, came from behind in both sets for a 7-5,
7-5 win over Dayana Yastremska of Ukraine.

Serena Williams shouted at the top of her voice dur-
ing a testing second set against 70th-ranked Tamara
Zidansek, before seeing off break points to win 6-2, 6-
3. “She was a really good fighter — she did not just let
me win,” said Williams, who can equal Margaret Court’s
all-time mark of 24 Grand Slams if she lifts the trophy.

Earlier, Australia’s world number one Ashleigh Barty
raced through 6-1, 6-4 against Polona Hercog, buoying
hopes of a first home winner since 1978. “It was very
different end to end, I think the wind was a massive
factor particularly with the new ball,” she said.

Djokovic also weathered the breeze — which fol-
lowed heavy rain on Monday, and smog from bushfires
last week — to beat Japanese wildcard Tatsuma Ito 6-
1, 6-4, 6-2 in 95 minutes. “They were tough conditions,
pretty windy and it was hard to know where the balls
were going. My serve helped a lot to get me out of
trouble,” said the Serb.

Federer was barely detained by Krajinovic, the world
number 41, as he moved smoothly through in 92 minutes
in the night match on Rod Laver Arena. In other results,
Petra Kvitova, last year’s runner-up, came through 7-5,
7-5 against Paula Badosa of Spain, and China’s Zhang
Shuai ousted American Caty McNally 6-2, 6-4.

Former US Open champion Marin Cilic won a five-

setter against French seed Benoit Paire, and one-time
semi-finalist Milos Raonic beat Chile’s Christian Garin
in straights. Tennys Sandgren, engulfed in controversy
over his political views and right-wing links during his
run to the 2018 quarter-finals, took the biggest scalp so
far when he ousted eighth seed Matteo Berrettini in five
sets. Sandgren’s fellow American Tommy Paul also
pulled off a five-set upset when he beat Bulgarian 18th
seed Grigor Dimitrov 6-4, 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 6-7 (3/7), 7-6
(10/3). And Australia’s John Millman further trimmed
the number of high-ranked players when he ended the
campaign of Polish 31st seed Hubert Hurkacz.

But Greek sixth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas was handed
a slice of fortune when Philipp Kohlschreiber withdrew
injured. Among eight first-round matches held over
from Tuesday, after rain wiped out half of Monday’s
schedule, Spain’s Carla Suarez Navarro, also retiring
this year, upset Belarusian 11th seed Aryna Sabalenka in
straight sets. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Japan’s Naomi Osaka hits a return against China’s Zheng Saisai during their women’s singles match on day three of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

Osaka sets up Coco crunch

CHICAGO: Frank Vatrano tallied his second
career hat trick, and the Florida Panthers
held on for a 4-3 win over the host Chicago
Blackhawks on Tuesday night. Evgenii
Dadonov also scored for Florida, which won
its sixth game in a row. The hat trick for
Vatrano was his first since Dec. 18, 2015,
when he was a rookie with the Boston
Bruins. The victory capped an emotional
evening for Panthers head coach Joel
Quenneville, who won three Stanley Cup
championships with the Blackhawks
before he was fired early last season.
Quenneville received a standing ovation
and video tribute in his first return to
Chicago as an opposing coach. Kirby
Dach, Drake Caggiula and Patrick Kane
each scored for Chicago, whose five-
game winning streak ended. Panthers
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky made 32
saves to earn his second win in as many
nights. Blackhawks goaltender Robin

Lehner allowed four goals on 26 shots.

BRUINS 3, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2
David Krejci scored the game-winning

goal midway through the third period and
also had an assist, and Jaroslav Halak fin-
ished with 27 saves as Boston rallied for a
victory over visiting Vegas. Jeremy Lauzon,
recalled earlier Tuesday from Providence of
the AHL, and Jake DeBrusk also scored
goals for Boston, which improved to 17-2-9
at home and increased its Atlantic Division
lead to eight points over the Tampa Bay
Lightning heading into the All-Star break.
Mark Stone and Nicolas Hague scored
goals for Vegas, which lost for the sixth time
in its past seven games (1-5-1). Nate
Schmidt added two assists, and Marc-
Andre Fleury finished with 34 saves while
allowing at least three goals for the seventh
time in his past eight starts.

HURRICANES 4, JETS 1
Justin Williams produced two goals in

just his second game since returning from
an abbreviated retirement as Carolina
defeated Winnipeg in Raleigh, N.C.
Williams, a former team captain, scored in
the first and third periods. The right winger
had provided the winning tally in a shootout
in his first game back. Martin Necas and

Teuvo Teravainen also scored for the
Hurricanes. Patrik Laine scored in the first
period for Winnipeg, cutting his team’s
deficit to 2-1. Carolina goalie Petr Mrazek
made 16 saves while Winnipeg netminder
Connor Hellebuyck stopped 25 shots.

ISLANDERS 4, RANGERS 2
Josh Bailey collected a power-play goal

and two assists for a career-high three
points as the visiting Islanders snapped a
three-game losing streak at the expense of
their New York City rival. Bailey scored the
first of two Islanders power-play goals in the
final 6:25 of the first period, then had the pri-
mary assist on tallies by Anthony Beauvillier
and Brock Nelson. Anders Lee scored in the
second period for the Islanders, and Thomas
Greiss stopped a season-high 40 shots and
improved to 5-0-1 in his career against the
Rangers. Pavel Buchnevich and Chris Kreider
scored in a span of 1:47 during a four-minute
power play in the third period for the
Rangers. Alexandar Georgiev started for the
third straight time against the Islanders and
allowed four goals on 18 shots after stopping
70 of 74 in the Rangers’ two wins last week.

FLYERS 3, PENGUINS 0
James van Riemsdyk, Jake Voracek and

Justin Braun each scored a goal, and host

Philadelphia won its final game before
the All-Star break, blanking Pittsburgh.
The Flyers improved to 17-4-4 at home
while winning for the fourth time in five
games. Philadelphia goaltender Brian
Elliott made 19 saves on his way to his

first shutout of the season and the 39th
of his career. Tristan Jarry stopped 27
shots for the Penguins, who had been
one of the hottest teams in the league
with six wins in their previous seven
games. —  AFP

Vatrano’s hat 
trick lifts 
Panthers

CHICAGO:  Brandon Saad #20 of the Chicago Blackhawks shoots between Anton
Stralman #6 and Mike Matheson #19 of the Florida Panthers at the United Center in
Chicago, Illinois. The Panthers defeated the Blackhawks 4-3. — AFP


