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MANCJHESTER: Manchester United boss Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer has strongly defended himself
against claims he put himself first with his ill-fated
decision to play Marcus Rashford against Wolves
in the FA Cup.

The United and England striker could be out
for three months after suffering a back injury in
last week’s third-round match, which United
won 1-0.

Former England and Arsenal striker Ian Wright
said this week that Solskjaer, under intense pres-
sure to improve the club’s fortunes, prioritised his
own needs over those of his player.

United are in fifth place in the Premier League,
five points behind fourth-placed Chelsea in the
race for the Champions League qualification
spots. But the Norwegian boss insisted that
Rashford was fit enough to play in the 1-0 win for
United, in which the 22-year-old substitute lasted
just 16 minutes.

“I never put myself before the team,” Solskjaer
said on Tuesday. “I always put the team and the
club before anything else. “Marcus has had minor
discomfort in his back since the Burnley game,
two weeks before this game (Wolves).

“We’ve had scans, we’ve monitored him, there
was no injury there, just complaints.” Solskjaer,
whose team host Burnley in the Premier League
on Wednesday, said he had spoken to Rashford in
the build-up to the match.

“I had a conversation with him two days before
and told him I was going to rest him,” he said. “He
felt fine and was very adamant that if needed, he
could do at least half an hour as we wanted to go
through in the cup.

“That shows you Marcus’s attitude.” Solskjaer
said he did not regret throwing his star striker into
the fray. “That is part of what you do for Man
Utd,” he said. “Every time you play, you put your
body on the line.

“I’ve suffered some injuries for the club and
that is what you are proud to do when you are a
Man Utd player.” Solskjaer’s biggest headache
now is how to cope without his leading scorer and
talisman as he battles to finish in the Premier
League’s top four.

United’s attack looked weak without him in the
2-0 defeat against Liverpool on Sunday and
Anthony Martial and Mason Greenwood are the
only striking options for the Burnley game. “That
is the million-dollar question for us because
Marcus has been fantastic,” Solskjaer said.

“Someone has got to step up. If we find some-
thing in the transfer market, that might be one
solution.

“But the best solution is the players stepping
up and making sure they are ready and taking the
chance.” — AFP
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Ten-man Arsenal hold Chelsea in 
torrent of late Premier League goals

LONDON: Ten-man Arsenal slowed Chelsea’s charge
for a Champions League place on Tuesday as
Manchester City kept up their distant pursuit of
Liverpool with victory at Sheffield United on a dramat-
ic evening of Premier League football.

Newcastle improbably came back from 2-0 down to
draw against Everton, with substitute Florian Lejeune
netting twice in stoppage time, and Aston Villa found a
last-gasp winner against in-form Watford.

Elsewhere, Southampton climbed to ninth in the
table with victory against Crystal Palace while
Bournemouth gave themselves hope with a 3-1 win over
fellow-strugglers Brighton.

Fourth-placed Chelsea twice took the lead against
Arsenal, who were reduced to 10 men after former
Blues defender David Luiz took out Tammy Abraham
when he was through on goal. Jorginho put Chelsea 1-0
ahead from the penalty spot in the 28th minute but
Gabriel Martinelli equalised for Arsenal in the second
half. Cesar Azpilicueta put Chelsea 2-1 up with just six
minutes remaining but Arsenal levelled only three min-
utes later through Hector Bellerin.

The 2-2 draw leaves Chelsea six points ahead of
fifth-placed Manchester United having played a game
extra while Arsenal are in 10th spot, seemingly out of
the running for a place in the top four. Chelsea boss
Frank Lampard was frustrated that his team had not
been more clinical in front of goal.

“We could have had three or four goals today,” he
told the BBC. “Having shots, crosses and lots of ‘ooh’
moments. We have to be clinical.”

Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta hailed his side’s reaction.
“To do that against this kind of opponent in this sta-

dium, I really value,” he said. “The way they have done
it, with the spirit they have done it, that’s great.”

Pep Guardiola’s City, with defender Aymeric Laporte
back in the side, looked as though they might rue

Gabriel Jesus’s squandered first-half penalty but their
Argentine hitman Sergio Aguero came to the rescue.

Despite the 1-0 win, second-placed City remain 13
points behind runaway leaders Liverpool, having played
two games more, and their bid to defend their title
appears hopeless. City’s French central defender
Laporte has been out of action since suffering a knee
injury at the end of August and he was a surprise inclu-
sion at Bramall Lane. Sheffield United goalkeeper Dean
Henderson denied Jesus from the penalty spot about 10
minutes from half-time after a foul on Riyad Mahrez.

But City made amends when substitute Sergio
Aguero, on for Jesus, tapped in from Kevin De Bruyne’s
cross in the 73rd minute. “We knew it would be a diffi-
cult place to come,” Guardiola said. “We concede one
or two clear chances, nothing more than that.

“In the first half the ‘keeper was excellent with the
penalty and two incredible saves. It was an incredibly
good victory for us to take a step towards securing
Champions League football next season.”

Southampton’s 2-0 victory against Crystal Palace,
thanks to goals from Nathan Redmond and Stuart
Armstrong, continued a remarkable turnaround for the
club, who hit rock bottom earlier this season in a 9-0
defeat by Leicester. “Throughout the team — the
behaviour, belief — everyone is absolutely committed,”
said Southampton manager Ralph Hasenhuettl.

“They know what they have to do and the atmos-
phere is fantastic. Everyone enjoys to play.”

Watford took the lead against Villa when Troy
Deeney headed in Gerard Deulofeu’s cross but the
home side hit back in the second half through Douglas
Luiz. Tyrone Mings scored a dramatic late winner for
Villa deep into stoppage time to end Watford’s recent
revival under Nigel Pearson.

Moise Kean scored his first goal for Everton since
his arrival from Juventus in the 30th minute of their

match against Newcastle and Dominic Calvert-Lewin
doubled the lead in the second half.

Everton were cruising deep into stoppage time but
threw away the three points, with Lejeune striking
twice. Bournemouth, who had lost their previous four
matches, all against relegation rivals, beat Brighton 3-1

thanks to goals from Harry Wilson, an own goal from
Pascal Gross and a second-half Callum Wilson effort.

Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool are in action on Thursday
at Wolves after Manchester United take on Burnley
without Marcus Rashford, who could be out for three
months with a back injury. — AFP

LONDON: Arsenal’s English defender Rob Holding (centre R) heads the ball during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Chelsea and Arsenal at Stamford Bridge in London. — AFP
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Southampton climb to ninth in the table with win over Palace

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund coach Lucien Favre yes-
terday attempted to dampen the hype surrounding
Norwegian wunderkind Erling Braut Haaland as his side
prepares for Friday’s Bundesliga clash with Cologne.

Haaland, 19, became the first player in Bundesliga
history to score a debut hat-trick as a substitute when
he came off the bench to inspire Dortmund to a sensa-
tional 5-3 comeback win at Augsburg on Saturday.

His jaw-dropping treble — scored with his first
three shots — showcased the lethal finishing which saw
Dortmund pay Salzburg 20 million euros ($22 million)
last month for the exciting teen talent.

It was his sixth hat-trick of a phenomenal season
that had already seen him net 28 goals n 22 games for
Salzburg before joining Dortmund.

The rising star could make his home debut for
fourth-placed Dortmund against mid-table Cologne on
Friday, but Favre insists a knee knock Haaland picked
up last month means he is not yet ready to play over 90
minutes. “He’s only 19 years old,” Favre told reporters
on Wednesday, refusing to say whether Haaland will
start on Friday.

“He makes a great impression in training. He always

gives his all and wants to win. “But he didn’t train from
December 10 until the end of the month and missed
four and a half days at our training camp. “He has to
work on his base fitness — we must not forget that.”

Haaland’s heroics last weekend saw him hit the head-
lines all around Europe. Former Germany and Liverpool
midfielder Dietmar Hamann sees Haaland as “a real
weapon for Dortmund because he brings a new dimen-
sion to their game”.

Former Norway international and TV pundit Jan Age
Fjortoft says back home the nation is “incredibly
proud” of the youngster. However, Cologne hope to
pour cold water on the Haaland hype.

“I hope the great story of Haaland will not continue
on Friday and that we can keep him in check,” said
Cologne goalkeeper Timo Horn. “Dortmund are of
course more than just about Haaland and it is a huge
task which awaits us.”

If his stunning form continues, Haaland’s signing
could lead to former Barcelona striker Paco Alcacer
heading back to Spain after falling out of favour. 

Haaland’s treble saw him follow in the footsteps of
Dortmund strikers Robert Lewandowski, Pierre-

Emerick Aubameyang and Alcacer, who all claimed
their first hat-trick for the club against Augsburg, with
Aubameyang’s also coming on his Bundesliga debut.

After arriving on loan from Barcelona last season
Alcacer made an explosive start with seven goals in his
first four games. Dortmund made the transfer perma-
nent in October 2018 for 23 million euros, but Alcacer
has proven to be injury prone and was left out of the
squad last weekend.

He has not played more than 45 minutes since the
start of November and has been linked to a move to
Valencia. — AFP
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LYON: Lyon beat Lille on penalties after a dramatic 2-2
draw at the Groupama Stadium on Tuesday to reach their
sixth French League Cup final, setting up a possible clash
with record eight-time winners Paris Saint-Germain.

Renato Sanches dragged what proved to be the last
penalty of the shootout wide to send Lyon through. This is
the final season of the League Cup after the French league
voted to suspend the competition from next term to ease
fixture congestion.

Lille have never won the tournament, losing once in the
final in 2016. Lyon will bid to lift the trophy for the second
time when they take on the winner of today’s second semi-
final between Reims and PSG on April 4 at the Stade de

France. Portugal midfielder Sanches gave visitors Lille a
13th-minute lead with a low left-footed strike from outside
the area to score his second goal for the club since joining
from Bayern last August.

But the hosts were gifted a way back into the game four
minutes later when centre-back Gabriel handled inside the
area. Moussa Dembele, who missed a penalty in the 4-3
French Cup win at Nantes on Saturday, drilled the spot-
kick into the top corner to grab his sixth goal in five
games. Neither side created many chances either side of
half-time, but Houssem Aouar appeared to have fired Lyon
into the final with a fine long-range strike with five minutes
remaining.

There was another twist in the tale, though, as despite a
lengthy delay for a VAR review, Lille were awarded an
injury-time penalty for what appeared to be an excellent
tackle by former Manchester United full-back Rafael on
Jonathan Bamba. Loic Remy, on as a 78th-minute substi-
tute, stepped up with a cool ‘Panenka’ finish down the mid-
dle of the goal to force more spot-kicks. But Ciprian
Tatarusanu, playing in place of usual Lyon goalkeeper
Anthony Lopes, saved Bamba’s opening penalty before
Sanches’ miss sealed Lille’s fate. — AFP

BANGKOK: South Korea and Saudi Arabia
sealed qualification for the 2020 Olympic men’s
football tournament yesterday when they
reached the final of the Asian under-23
Championship in Thailand.

The competition acts as the Asian Football
Confederation’s Olympic qualifiers, with places in
Japan going to the top three teams. 

The top two were confirmed in yesterday’s
semi-finals as South Korea defeated Australia 2-
0, while Saudi Arabia beat Uzbekistan 1-0. Kim
Dae-won’s 56th-minute strike put the Koreans
ahead at Thammasat Stadium on the outskirts of
Bangkok. Lee Dong-kyeong added a second 14
minutes from time to earn a deserved victory
over Australia. 

South Korea’s reward is a spot at their ninth
consecutive Olympics - a run that includes a
bronze medal at London 2012. Meanwhile, Saudi
Arabia took until the 87th minute to find the goal
that saw off the challenge of defending champi-
ons Uzbekistan at Bangkok’s Rajamangala
Stadium. 

Substitute Nasser Al Omran’s shot from the
edge of the box was deflected into the Uzbek
goal by Abdullah Al-Hamdan, sparking wild cele-
brations as the Saudis ended a 24-year wait since
their last appearance at an Olympic Games.

The two teams will meet in the final on
Bangkok on Sunday.  Olympic hosts Japan - who
were eliminated at the group stage of this com-
petition - qualify automatically for the 2020
Games. 

The fourth and final Asian team will be the
winner of the third place playoff between
Australia and Uzbekistan on Saturday evening.
The Aussies are seeking a first Olympic appear-
ance since 2008, while Uzbekistan would be
making their debut in the competition. — AFP
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DECINES-CHAROIEU: Lille’s French forward Jonathan Ikone (L) fights for the ball with Lyon’s Brazilian defender
Marcal during the French League Cup semifinal football match between Olympique Lyonnais and Lille LOSC at the
Groupama stadium in Decines-Charpieu near Lyon, central eastern France. — AFP


