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LONDON: Ireland coach Andy Farrell said yestrday
that he believes Eddie Jones will use the Saracens’
salary cap scandal to “galvanise” England in the
upcoming Six Nations Championship.

Farrell has a unique perspective given he is also
the father of Saracens star and England captain
Owen Farrell. Premiership champions Saracens
accepted relegation to the second-tier
Championship last week following breaches of
salary cap rules, with seven members of the England
squad currently playing for the London club.

“Obviously I spoke to him, I’ve just had a protein
bowl with him,” said Andy Farrell when asked by
AFP at the Six Nations launch in London if he had
talked to Owen since Saracens’ demotion was con-
firmed. “Honestly, as far as players are concerned,
they have a lot of ups and downs that they need to
deal with every week. This is something that players
need to deal with. “When you make the change into
another environment, I think that’s going to be really
refreshing,” added Farrell, promoted from within the
Ireland set-up after Joe Schmidt’s tenure ended with
a World Cup quarter-final thrashing by New Zealand
in Japan in October.

“You become certainly in national camp in a little
bit of a bubble. I see Eddie using it to galvanise
England a little bit as well.” Although World Cup los-
ing finalists England have confirmed that
Championship players will remain eligible for Test
selection, there is speculation the likes of fly-half
Farrell, fullback Elliot Daly, lock Maro Itoje and
hooker Jamie George may have to leave Saracens if
they are to remain in contention for next year’s
British and Irish Lions tour of South Africa.

Andy Farrell, asked what advice he would give
Owen, said: “I’ve not got an opinion. You understand
as a parent it’s sensitive anyway. There’s a lot of
questions still to be asked and answered. I don’t
think they’ve got all the facts together of what that
future looks like. 

“I’m sure that will come out in the not too distant
future and I suppose I’ll have an opinion then.”
Meanwhile Owen Farrell insisted: “I don’t think it will
be difficult for me at all. We’re excited to get into
camp and get on with the rugby. We’ll be honest and
up-front about it but we’ll come through it.”

Jones was in no doubt about the effect of joining
up with England would have on the Saracens in the
squad ahead of his side’s Six Nations opener away
to France in Paris on February 2.

“It’s a massive opportunity. For the Saracens
players, coming to England is the best thing for
them,” he said. “They love playing rugby. They love
playing for their club and they love playing for
England. For the rest of the squad it’s an opportunity
to get tighter,” the Australian added.

Scotland coach Gregor Townsend, whose squad
includes Saracens wing Sean Maitland, said the fall-
out from the scandal could yet bolster England.

“Who knows? Sometimes things like this bring a
group closer together — as you saw in the second
half at the weekend of the Saracens-Racing game, it
brought them closer together,” said Townsend.

“A lot of those players will be in the England team
and going through adversity, coming up against cer-
tain challenges, it can make you stronger, or it
can go the other way. We’ll see over the next few
weeks.” Charles Ollivon, the new France captain,
added: “You have to remember that England is
the second best team in the world, so I’m not
sure whether it is the best time to play against
them or not.” — AFP

Saracens scandal
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Woods improved his tally to 15 last year 
SAN DIEGO: Tiger Woods says he is not thinking
about breaking the record for PGA Tour victories as he
prepares to tee off his 2020 campaign at the Farmers
Insurance Open at Torrey Pines today.

The 44-year-old former world number one drew lev-
el with Sam Snead’s long-time mark of 82 wins with
victory at the Zozo Championship in October, and
could set a new record this week at a course where he
was won eight times before.

But a relaxed-looking Woods, who finished 2019 on
a high after leading the United States to victory in the
Presidents Cup in Melbourne, said Tuesday pulling
clear of Snead is the last thing on his mind at Torrey
Pines this week.

“That number, just trying to get to 83, I really don’t
think about it,” Woods told a press conference.

“Because I still have to think about all the things I
need to do to win the golf tournament. There’s so many
different shots I have to play. Strategy, thinking my way
around the golf course. I’m more consumed in that.”

Woods is similarly unmoved by the possibility of
matching or bettering Jack Nicklaus’s haul of 18 Majors.

Woods improved his tally to 15 last year with a sen-
sational victory at the Masters in Augusta.

“Even to get to the number I’m at right now, 15, is a
lot,” Woods said.

“Not too many guys who are around have seen that
kind of number before. It’s just going to take time. It
took Jack about 26 years to get to his number, it’s taken
me 20-odd years to get to my mine.

‘JUST TAKES TIME’ 
“It just takes time to accumulate wins. There were a

number of years where I didn’t play so there were some
missed opportunities. But I’m playing again now so

these are blessed opportunities and I didn’t think I’d
have these.” Woods, who spent nearly two years out of
the game between 2016 and 2017 as he battled a long-
standing back injury, said that his biggest challenge was
maintaining consistency over four rounds of a tourna-
ment. “When I was younger I had more good days than
bad, feeling-wise,” Woods said.

“Now I’m 44 I feel more bad days than good days. I
think all of you who are my age or older can relate to
that. “That’s the hardest part about being an older ath-
lete. You see it all the time at the Masters, every single
year. “Either Fred (Couples), (Bernhard) Langer or
someone is up there for two days and then they fade.
It’s hard to put it together for all four days.

“That’s one of the things I’ve noticed — it’s harder
to do. But I’ve been able to win a few tournaments
since I made my comeback and hopefully I can win a
few more.” Woods said the legacy of his back problems
continued to affect his preparations for each tourna-
ment. Spinal fusion surgery in 2017 has left

him needing to undergo lengthy stretching every
time he picks up a club.

OLYMPIC BID 
“If you and I wanted to go and hit balls right now, I

couldn’t go right to the first tee,” Woods said.
“I couldn’t play a big golf shot, I’d have to only chip

it 100 yards. It’s hard. I need to get worked on, I need
to stretch, I need to get loosened up, and then start the
process on the range to get moving.

“I have a fixed point in my lower back that’s not
moving. So I have to loosen everything else around it.”

Woods meanwhile said he remains realistic about his
dream of representing the United States in the
Olympics this year.

To qualify for a place in Tokyo, Woods must be one
of the top four ranked American players inside the
world top 15 by June 22. He is currently the fourth
ranked American player in the world, sixth overall, with
world number one Brooks Koepka, Justin Thomas (4),
and Dustin Johnson (5) ahead of him.

“I think the US guys are going to have to play
well (to qualify),” Woods said. “There’s a lot of us
in the top 15. There’s so much golf to be played, a
lot of big events, a lot of major championships.
There’ll be some pretty good fluctuating over the
next six months.” — AFP

Tiger Woods

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Handball exited the Asian
Championship from the second round of the main draw
following a heavy loss to South Korea with the score of
27-34 Tuesday evening. The Blue team will face Qatar
today in an important match for the Qatari’s which is
looking for top place.

QATAR AND JAPAN QUALIFY
Qatar’s national team qualified for world cup finals and

the semi-finals by two consecutive wins against Korea
and Iran collecting four points in the process, and one
match remaining against Kuwait. Japan qualified by beat-
ing Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, also collecting four points.

HEAVY LOSS
None of those following the championship expected

Kuwait to suffer such a heavy loss to South Korea, rather

Kuwait national team could not keep up with its oppo-
nent in attacking or defending, and seemed to give up
when the score difference reached five goals. Players
committed basic attacking mistakes several times, having
the ball go to the Koreans who easily carried out counter
attacks. Things became worse when coach Aamen Al-
Qafsi insisted on attacking with seven years, and this
gave the opponents to benefit from not having a goal-
keeper in place, and scored three times in an empty net,
and this removed any hope of drawing since the start of
the second half.

AL-QAFSI: WE COMMITTED SEVERAL 
TECHNICAL MISTAKES

Kuwait coach, Tunisian Aamen Al-Qafsi admitted that
several technical mistakes and lack of concentration were
among the main reasons behind losing to South Korea
and be out of competing for the championship and not
reach the world cup finals in Egypt 2021. Al-Qafsi said
“we presented a weak level in front of Korea, because the
defeat to Iran placed us under the pressure of having to
win in two very difficult matches”.

He added that Korea made it difficult by leading by six
goals at the end of first half, so “we committed many mis-
takes”.  Al-Qafsi apologized once again to Kuwait fans
and took responsibility, despite the fact that handball

federation provided all that is necessary to win, and
asked all not be hard on the players who gave all they
got, bearing in mind that their opponents are profession-
als, particularly the Iranians who have six players who
play in Europe and compete in its champions league.

Al-Qafsi thanked the fans for their presence and sup-
ported us. He also thanked player for their efforts to the
last minute in all matches and “I am proud of them”.

MUBARAK: SORRY FOR THE EARLY EXIT
Kuwait team assistant coach Mohammad Mubarak

said players gave it all they got, while expressing regret
for the exit. He said “we should not forget the circum-
stances we went through after a freeze of 4 years without
any contact, training a official competition due to sus-
pension.

IL: WE DID NOT FACE ANY PRESSURE 
FROM KUWAIT ATTACKS

South Korea coach said the Kuwait team problem dur-
ing the match is its lack of attacking pressure against the
opponent, and its weak execution of the fast break.

He said “we did not notice any pressure from Kuwait
players, and when they were carrying the fast break, we
noticed that the two wingers were doing that, while the
rest were absent especially deep”.

Kuwait handball
team exits
championship

LONDON: Chris Froome will make his competitive return to
the peloton at next month’s UAE Tour after a coming through
a rigorous training block in the Canary Islands, the four-time
Tour de France winner said yesterday.

The UAE Tour, the only WorldTour race in the Middle East,
takes place from Feb. 23-29. Froome has not raced since a
horrific crash while training for the Criterium du Dauphin last
June which left him in intensive care with multiple fractures to
his sternum, spine, femur, elbow and ribs.

“I’m really excited about getting back to racing at the UAE
Tour,” the Team Ineos rider said. “I’ve come off a good block
of training in Gran Canaria and look forward to taking the
next step in my recovery and getting back to full strength.”

Kenya-born Briton Froome, 34, needs one more Tour de
France victory to match the record shared by fellow greats
Jacques Anquetil, Eddy Merckx, Bernard Hinault and Miguel
Indurain. Team Ineos boss Dave Brailsford last week named
reigning champion Egan Bernal of Colombia and 2018 winner
Geraint Thomas as their likely co-leaders for the Tour,
although he said Froome was hungry to be back to full fitness
in time for the race.

The UAE Tour would be a useful gauge of Froome’s recov-
ery and boasts a strong lineup this year including 2018 world
champion Alejandro Valverde, Froome’s new Ineos team mate
Rohan Dennis and Giro d’Italia king of the mountains Giulio
Ciccone.

British sprint king Mark Cavendish, who has won 30 Tour
de France stages and is now racing for the re-branded
Bahrain-McLaren outfit, is also taking part, as are Italian road
champion Davide Formolo, Adam Yates, Wout Poels and
Colombian sprinter Fernando Gaviria. —Reuters

Froome set for return at UAE Tour next month
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