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Thousands of 
Greek islanders 
protest against 
migrant camps
GREECE: Thousands of residents on Greek islands
hosting large migrant camps kicked off a day of
protests yesterday, demanding the immediate removal
of asylum seekers.

The islanders of Lesbos, Samos and Chios staged a
general strike, shutting down shops and public servic-
es and rallying in central squares, many waving Greek
flags. Packing the waterfront of Lesbos harbor, the
protesters chanted: “Our islands are not prisons. Shut
down all the camps now.” “Soon we will be a minority
on our own island,” said Vassiliki Ververi, a Lesbos res-
ident. “It’s Greece and the islands that are paying the
price of migration,” she told AFP.

Migration Minister Notis Mitarachi, who was
appointed to the post last week, said local anger was
“justified”. “The burden borne by the islanders is dis-
proportionate,” Mitarachi, who represents the island of
Chios in parliament, said in a statement.

The largest camp of Moria on Lesbos island, with a
capacity for 2,840 people, hosts more than 19,000
asylum seekers. Samos and Chios each have 7,500
and around 5,000 asylum seekers in camps respec-
tively built to handle 650 and 1,000 persons. Dozens
more arrive daily from neighboring Turkey. Asylum
seekers “should be shared out across Greece,” 72-
year-old Lesbos pensioner Efstratios Peppas told AFP.

“And Europe must assume its responsibilities. It
too must take migrants,” he said. “You can’t walk
alone outside after dark, people get stabbed,” Peppas
said. Rights groups and medical charities have repeat-
edly criticized the living conditions at the camps. The
government announced plans in November to build
larger camps on Lesbos, Chios, Samos, Kos and
Leros, which currently host a total of nearly 42,000
migrants and refugees and where outbreaks of vio-
lence are frequent.

Two young asylum seekers have been fatally
stabbed in brawls at the Moria camp this month. An
18-year-old Afghan girl was also seriously injured in a
knife attack this week and remains in hospital.

And three asylum seekers in Greek custody have
committed suicide in recent weeks. “We demand the
immediate shutdown of Moria,” read a banner car-
ried in the Lesbos demonstration. Greece’s new con-
servative government, which has announced tougher
asylum laws and hired additional border guards,
vows to expel all asylum seekers who are not entitled
to protection. —AFP

DAVOS: US President Donald Trump yesterday said
he would prefer a longer impeachment trial so that
current and former top administration officials could
testify, but that having them appear would present
national security concerns. Trump, speaking to
reporters as he prepared to leave the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, also said he
would love to go appear at the Senate trial in his own
defense but that his lawyers would likely object.

“I’d love to go,” he said during a roughly 40-
minute-long news conference. “I’d love to do it.”

The Republican president said it was up to the
Senate to decide how to handle the trial, but that he
would like to have former national security adviser
John Bolton and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
testify. “The problem with John (Bolton) is that it’s a
national security problem,” Trump said before
returning to Washington, where opening arguments
were set to begin in the historic proceedings. “He
knows some of my thoughts, he knows what I think
about leaders. What happens if he reveals what I
think about a certain leader and it’s not very posi-
tive?” he said, adding that Pompeo testifying would
also be a risk.

“You could call it presidential prerogative,” Trump
said. “The way I look at it, I call it national security,
for national security reasons. Executive privilege.”
Senators must decide whether to remove Trump from
office after he was impeached last month by the
Democratic-controlled House of Representatives on
charges of abuse of power and obstruction of
Congress for pressuring Ukraine to investigate for-
mer Democratic Vice President Joe Biden, a political
rival, and impeding the inquiry into the matter.

Trump also said he would want to have his acting
chief of staff Mick Mulvaney testify but that he would
not have much more to add to his public comments in
television interviews. He also said he would want Rick

Perry, adding that the former US Energy Secretary
had asked him if he could testify.

“I would rather go the long way,” he said. But, he
added, “I’ll leave that to the Senate,” adding that he
would watch the proceedings after leaving the sum-
mit. Trump also said that he would like to have his
personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani, whose efforts on
behalf of the president in Ukraine are at the center of
the impeachment, serve on his legal team in the
Senate but that there could be a conflict.

“He could be a witness at some point,” he said. 
Trump said yesterday he would have loved to have

met Swedish environment activist Greta Thunberg at
Davos but added that she should not focus her anger
on the United States. “I would have loved to have
seen her,” Trump told reporters before leaving the
luxury Swiss resort, while claiming that countries
other than the United States were the worst polluters
and “Greta ought to focus on those places”.

Trump had launched an extraordinary attack on
environmental campaigners in a speech to the World
Economic Forum (WEF) on Tuesday, saying they
were “perennial prophets of doom” and the “heirs of
yesterday’s foolish fortune tellers”. Thunberg sat qui-
etly through the speech and was unrepentant in later
remarks. “Our house is still on fire,” she said.

Trump denied he thought global warming was a
hoax, saying: “No not at all-I think aspects of it are.” 

He said campaigners had put global warming “at a
level that is unrealistic” to the point where people
cannot live their lives.

Also speaking at Davos, US Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin defended the administration’s poli-
cies, saying its views had been misinterpreted. “The
US administration believes in clean air and clean
water. This is a very complicated issue. We support a
clean environment we just think it can be done in a
way that is pro-business,” he said. 

Kashmir issue
Trump said the United States was watching develop-

ments between India and Pakistan over Kashmir “very
closely” and was prepared to help if necessary, but did
not say how. Speaking ahead of talks with Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum, Trump said trade and borders
were both critical points for discussion, while Khan said

that for him Afghanistan was the top priority.
“Trade is going to be of very, very paramount

importance ... and we’re working together on some
borders, and we’re talking about Kashmir in relation
to what is going on with Pakistan and India. And if we
can help we certainly will be helping,” he said. “We’ve
been watching that and following it very, very closely,”
he added. —Agencies

President ‘would have loved’ to have met Thunberg at Davos

Impeachment trial witnesses would 
be national security risk: Trump

DAVOS: US President Donald Trump (left), World Economic Forum (WEF) founder and executive chairman
Klaus Schwab (center) and White House Senior Advisor Ivanka Trump (right), arrive at the Congress cen-
ter during the WEF annual meeting in Davos yesterday. —AFP

A year after Brazil 
dam breach, the 
mud has dried 
but not the tears 
BRUMADINHO, Brazil: Before saying a
prayer for her older sister, Natalia de
Oliveira lights a candle and places it next
to rosary beads and a photo of her sibling
killed in a massive dam collapse in Brazil. 

A year after the disaster that
unleashed millions of tons of mining
waste in the southeastern state of Minas
Gerais, de Oliveira still hopes Lecilda’s
body will be found beneath the mud.  Her
sister was among 270 people killed in
the huge avalanche of toxic sludge that
buried houses and swaths of countryside
in the mineral-rich region on January 25.
The official death toll is 259, but scores
of firefighters are still picking through
the dried mud for the bodies of 11 people
listed as missing but certainly dead. 

Lecilda’s is one of them. “On top of all
this tragedy, we were stripped of the dig-
nity of a funeral,” says de Oliveira of her
sister, who worked in the human resources
office of Vale, the Brazilian mining compa-
ny that owns the dam. “We do not accept
anyone saying that she is one of the miss-
ing. We know she was in the dining hall of
Vale that Friday at 12:28 pm.”

Since the tragedy, de Oliveira has lis-
tened to the audio messages that her sis-
ter sent her on WhatsApp every morn-
ing.  “I feel like she’s still saying ‘hello’ to
me. These messages are the only thing
that help me get out of bed,” she says,
weeping. 

The two sisters were only a year
apart — 48 and 49 — and had always
lived near each other in Brumadinho,
where Vale is the biggest employer. 

As she passes their old primary
school, Natalia again loses her compo-
sure. “The whole city has been hit. We
lost so many childhood friends, it makes
us sick,” she says. 

‘I want justice’  
Malvina Firmino Nunes is also strug-

gling to come to terms with the loss of a
loved one, her son Peterson. One of her
other children called her on that eventful
day to tell her that the 35-year-old had
been swept away by the mudslide. 

In that moment, Nunes says, her life
stopped. The sturdy 62-year-old woman
cannot even utter her son’s name without
crying. She needs medication to sleep.
Nunes is among 4,000 people to have
received compensation from Vale for the
loss of family members in the cata-
strophic dam breach.

With her 700,000 reais (about
$170,000), Nunes was able to buy a
small house. But it is not a property that
she wants. “I only want justice to be
done; these white-collar workers are not
where they should be, in prison,” she
says. State prosecutors on Tuesday
charged Vale’s ex-president Fabio
Schvartsman and 15 others with inten-
tional homicide and environmental
offenses over the disaster.

Vale and its German auditor TUV
SUD also face environmental charges.

A judge must accept the charges
before the cases can go to trial. Nunes
and de Oliveira say they plan to take
Vale to court. “We think that to honor
our dead we have to do our part: not

accepting that mining kills people,” says
de Oliveira. “Vale must learn the lesson.”

‘United by tragedy’  
Talita Oliveira, 16, still bears the scars

of one of Brazil’s worst industrial acci-
dents. Trapped in the mud, she owes her
survival to firefighters who hauled her
aboard a helicopter in a dramatic scene
broadcast live on television. Her legs are
disfigured by large scars and she relies
on crutches to walk.

“I stayed in the hospital for six
months. The pain was very intense, I was
taking a lot of morphine,” Oliveira
recalls.  Despite the 20 drugs she takes
every day and the painful physiotherapy
sessions, the teenager says she has
“recovered well.” 

“Sometimes I still have nightmares,
the images of the moment when they
tried to get me out of the mud come
back to me,” Oliveira says. “But there are
days when I manage to be happy, I sing.
I hope to have a future without as much
medication, being able to walk normally.
Just that would be a perfect life.”
Brumadinho is preparing for an influx of
people from across the state to mark the
first anniversary of the tragedy. 

It will not be the first tribute: on the
25th day of every month, relatives of the
victims gather at the entrance to the
town to pay their respects. Natalia de
Oliveira has not missed a single vigil. 

“We are united by tragedy and pain,”
she says.  “In Brumadinho, we have
become a family.” —AFP

Aerial view of Parque da Cachoeira, which suffered the January 25, 2019 dam
collapse, in Brumadinho, state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. Brazil marks on January
25, 2020, the first anniversary of the Brumadinho dam collapse, one of the
country’s worst industrial accidents. —AFP

Budget battle 
hampers EU 
in space
BRUSSELS: Space is becoming increasing-
ly militarized and European satellites are
under-protected, experts warned Tuesday,
voicing dismay at cuts proposed in the EU’s
draft budget.

“The rise in geopolitical tensions we see
on Earth is being extended and projected
into space,” EU diplomatic chief Josep
Borrell told the 12th European Space
Conference, which groups policymakers,
industry and researchers. French General
Michel Friedling, the head of France’s new
Space Command, warned of “grey actions”
in space that stopped short of being hostile.

“But all space powers are developing
capabilities and systems capable of spying,
neutralising and even destroying,” he said.
India has fired missiles capable of hitting a
satellite and Russia has been caught spying,
while President Donald Trump has
launched a US “space force” and NATO
has designated space as a domain of con-
flict alongside land, sea, air and cyberspace.

The threats in space come not only from
military actors-but also from more and
more private operators, Borrell warned.

And the space around Earth is becoming
congested, with debris increasing the risk
of collisions. Of the 5,000 satellites cur-
rently in orbit, 2,000 are operational.

Europe’s own satellite systems, Galileo,
EGNOS and Copernicus, are vulnerable
and must be protected, Friedling said-all
the more so because they are used by both
civilians and the military.

France is ready to face threats in space
and is “looking for capable partners with
ambitions”, the French general added.  Italy
wants to be involved, planning to equip itself
with a space command, junior defence min-
ister Angelo Tofalo told the conference on
Tuesday.  Critics within the EU of the mili-
tarisation of space include notably Belgium,
which “is opposed to it,” warned Foreign
and Defense Minister Philippe Goffin. 

Budget wrangling  
The European Union has big plans for its

space and defence industries, but cuts to
the bloc’s proposed budget for 2021-27 of
some 200 billion euros ($220 billion) have
caused alarm. The European Defence Fund
has seen its proposed share fall from 13 to
seven billion euros and space programs
have lost 20 percent of their allocations. The
initial budget plan earmarked huge growth
in funding for defense as the bloc looks to
become a more credible geopolitical player,
but with richer member states looking to
trim their contributions after Brexit, a

slimmed-down plan was put forward by
Finland when it held the rotating EU presi-
dency. Romanian conservative MEP
Christian-Silviu Busoi, chairman of the
European Parliament’s Industry Committee,
warned that the cuts would jeopardize the
Galileo program-the European satellite
navigation system-and Copernicus, the EU’s
Earth observation program.

The EU’s competition and digital supre-

mo Margrethe Vestager warned that money
was needed to back “new ideas and new
technology” and said she hoped it would
be available in the next budget.

Budget haggling will rumble on for some
time, with EU Council President Charles
Michel facing the unenviable task of bridg-
ing the near 240 billion euro gap between
the demands of the European Parliament
and Finland’s proposal. — AFP

BRUSSELS: A picture taken on Tuesday shows EU SPACE logo during the 12th
European Space Conference in Brussels. —AFP

Residents of the island of Lesbos holds a sign reading
“Moria demands the camp to be removed” as they take part
in a demonstration against migrant camps, at the port of
Mytilene yesterday. —AFP


