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La Liga chief concerned reforms 
will hasten growing financial gap

LONDON: La Liga president Javier Tebas
has warned Europe’s top clubs of the desta-
bilising effect seeking further riches through a
revamped Champions League or FIFA’s new
Club World Cup will have on national leagues.

China will host FIFA’s expanded 24-team
Club World Cup in June and July of 2021,
while talks are ongoing over plans to reform
the Champions League from 2024. However,
Tebas believes increasing revenues must be
more evenly redistributed to prevent the
increasing dominance of a few select clubs.

European champions Liverpool have set a
new record for Europe’s top five leagues by
taking 64 points from a possible 66 in the
Premier League just two seasons on from
Manchester City posting an English record
100 points.

Barcelona and Real Madrid have also hit a
century of points in La Liga over the past
decade. Juventus have won eight Italian titles
in a row, Bayern Munich have been crowned
German champions for the past seven years
and Paris Saint-Germain have claimed six of
the last seven Ligue 1 titles.

“I don’t think we are helping football in any
way if we generate wealth and it just goes
straight back to the big clubs but that’s what’s
happening, the major clubs share out the
large part of the income among their players,”
Tebas told reporters at a launch for La Liga
TV in London.

“In the end instead of having 12 Ferraris,
they have 15. Instead of having 10
Lamborghinis they have 12. We’re dealing
with major clubs generating a huge amount of
money. So our aim is to redistribute that
wealth.” Proposals to change the Champions
League to four groups of eight and introduce
promotion and relegation to Europe’s premier
club competition have been rejected, but
some reform is still expected in the coming
years.

‘GRASSROOTS WON’T BENEFIT’ 
Meanwhile, FIFA’s Club World Cup expan-

sion has already met opposition from top
managers with Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp and
Pep Guardiola of Manchester City criticising
the addition of more matches to an already

congested calendar.
However, rather than player welfare, Tebas

is concerned the huge prize money offered to
clubs to take part in China will cause the gulf
between the richest clubs and the rest to
grow. “It’s not just about generating more
money and creating a legacy, like FIFA is
doing with the Club World Cup, for example.
Often, the implications, the ramifications, are
not considered, and that can cause harm,” he
added. “Everything we’re talking about new
formats and competitions aren’t going to ben-
efit grassroots football, they’re going to bene-
fit the 10 or 15 major clubs.”

For the first time this season all of the
Champions League’s last 16 will consist of
teams from England, Spain, Germany, Italy
and France. And Tebas called for greater dis-
tribution of the booming TV revenues from
UEFA to prevent the latter stages of the com-
petition becoming a closed shop to teams
outside the top five leagues.

“We need to be able to help other leagues
and place them in a good situation so they
can grow and that means redistributing the

wealth generated,” he added.
“If we continue to have economic prob-

lems in Eastern European leagues or other

leagues like the Greek league then in a few
years our industry will collapse. We need to
strengthen football as a whole.” — AFP

Javier Tebas

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Leicester City v West Ham United 22:30

beIN SPORTS

Tottenham Hotspur v Norwich City 22:30

beIN SPORTS

Manchester United v Burnley FC 23:15

beIN SPORTS

Liverpool set new record for Europe’s top five leagues by taking 64 points

DOHA: Qatar and FIFA published yesterday the first
jointly issued legacy planning strategy ahead of a
football World Cup, with pledges on labour and
LGBT rights alongside protections for activists and
journalists.

Qatar has faced intense scrutiny from rights groups
over its treatment of migrant labourers working on con-
struction projects ahead of the 2022 tournament as well
as its laws criminalising homosexual acts.

The 112-page “Sustainability Strategy” also sets out
commitments on making the tournament inclusive for
groups including the disabled, boosting economic
development, protecting the environment and promot-
ing ethical business practices.

“A total of 22 objectives have been described in
detail, together with more than 70 concrete initiatives
and programmes to deliver the strategy,” FIFA and the
Qatari Supreme Committee organisers said in a state-
ment. On workers’ rights, the document said Qatar
would promote “decent working and living conditions
and fair recruitment, including effective access” to
remedial measures.

“Efforts include measures to protect labour rights
and promote safe and secure working environments for
all the associated workers, especially migrant workers
in Qatar, and to avoid any forced and child labour.”

Gulf analyst James Dorsey said the strategy “puts
pressure on Qatar by definition”.

“Qatar may very well welcome this and they have
been involved in drafting this document,” he said. “It
helps them project themselves as standing up for
human rights and values.”

But Dorsey warned that while “FIFA has these lofty
principles” it was unclear how their implementation
would be monitored.

The strategy also contains a pledge to certify all sta-
diums and permanent offices under rigorous Global
Sustainability Assessment System criteria to minimise
environmental impacts. 

Organisers will also improve “sustainable building
standards and tools in Qatar” while seeking to use
green building materials where possible, the document
said. Qatar’s ruler, Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, vowed at the United Nations last year that the
tournament would be carbon neutral, but gave little
detail on how this would be achieved.

The document stresses that FIFA events prohibit
“discrimination of any kind against a country, private
person or group of people on account of race, skin
colour, ethnic, national or social origin, gender, sexual
orientation, disability, language, religion, opinion,
wealth, birth or any other status”.

“As a host country for the FIFA World Cup 2022,
Qatar is fully aware of its responsibility to adhere to
FIFA’s human rights and non-discrimination” policies,
the document added.

Security officers involved in the tournament would
receive specialised human rights training and guidance
on how to deal with media and rights activists, it said.

FIFA secretary general Fatma Samoura said the
tournament “offers us a unique opportunity to bring
about positive change — one that FIFA and Qatar can-
not, and will not, let slip away”. — AFP

Qatar, FIFA
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rights pledges

LONDON: Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
believes some competitions in English football must be
scrapped to protect the welfare of players and increase
the quality of matches.

City face Sheffield United away last night in the
Premier League in their 17th match in 59 days since the
last international break in November.

Serious injuries to Tottenham’s Harry Kane and
Manchester United forward Marcus Rashford that
could have an impact on England’s chances at Euro
2020 have highlighted the issue and Guardiola believes
the status quo is “unsustainable”.

“The players arrive at the Euros, trying their best
with their national teams then they are back here after
no more than 20 days’ rest because the show must go
on. It’s unsustainable,” Guardiola said at his pre-match
press conference on Monday.

“I’m sorry for Kane and Rashford because they are
good for the league, but we demand a lot from the
players, it’s too much. “They (the Premier League)
should reflect on it but all the managers complained
about it and they don’t care.”

The pressure is on England’s football authorities to
at least remove replays from the third and fourth round
of the FA Cup and scrap the two-legged format of the
League Cup semi-finals. City are still involved in both
domestic cup competitions, as well as the Champions
League, and have a minimum of 19 games left this sea-
son. “You have to eliminate competitions. Take them out
completely, so less games,” added Guardiola.

“Less games, less competitions, less teams, less
quantity and more quality.” Guardiola also joined
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp in ridiculing the idea of
expanding the Champions League from 2024 onwards.

“The solution you have is to make a year of 400
days - then we can book in another competition,” he
said sarcastically. 

For the first time this season, every club in the
Premier League will have a two-week break in
February, but Guardiola believes that comes too late
after a gruelling festive period. “The big administration
people cannot complain because it’s normal this hap-
pens,” he added. “Look at the injuries we have had, all
the teams have had. That is normal.

“With that number of games, players break down.
I’m not surprised, I am so sorry for them.” — AFP

Guardiola hits out
at ‘unsustainable’
schedule as 
injuries mount

Pep Guardiola

NANTES: File photograph taken on February 8, 2019, shows yellow flowers are displayed in front of a portrait of
Argentinian forward Emiliano Sala at the Beaujoire stadium in Nantes. — AFP

BANGKOK: When the battle for Asia’s berths at the
Olympic Games reaches its climax later this week, Felix
Sanchez will be sitting in Doha pondering how he puts his
Plan B into action for Qatar’s final run towards the 2022
World Cup.

The Qatar coach had earmarked an appearance at this
summer’s Tokyo Olympics as an important step along the
road to 2022, when the Gulf state will become the first
nation from the Middle East to host football’s global show-
piece. For a country that has never appeared at the World
Cup and played only once at the Olympics, in 1992, claim-
ing one of Asia’s three tickets for the under-23 tournament
in Tokyo was an imperative.

Their hopes, however, failed to survive the opening
rounds of the Asian Under-23 Championship, which is cur-
rently being played in Thailand. Saudi Arabia will take on
Uzbekistan while South Korea meet Australia in
Wednesday’s semi-finals, with the winners claiming a place
at the Olympics and the losers playing off for another spot
in Tokyo.

Qatar, though, will be on the outside looking in having
exited the competition in the opening phase, where they
were grouped with Saudi Arabia, Syria and Japan. “We
would like to have been at the Olympics but we knew it
was a possibility that we wouldn’t qualify, especially with
the group we faced,” said Sanchez.

“We have Asian Cup qualifiers with the first team and
we have the Copa America, so we have big events waiting
for us and we’re going to keep working. “We had two dif-
ferent plans, if we qualify or not, so we will keep going on
our way.” Sanchez, who led Qatar to a first Asian Cup tri-
umph last year, remained upbeat and was already looking
forward to this year’s Copa America, where his team will
play as one of two invited nations.

“We have a long-term project because we have a
World Cup in three years and we need to build a team,”
the Spaniard said. “For us, we had two objectives. To try to
play at the Olympics, because if you play at this competi-
tion you’re going to have another experience against top
national teams in the world.

“And the second objective for us was to see our young
players and to see how they are doing and how they are
able to deal with such a big competition like this one.”
Sanchez said the Thailand experience had been useful in
identifying which under-23 players were ready to take the
step up to play senior international football.

“It’s good for us to take notes and to have players
under consideration to join the national team,” he said.
“Some of them are already in the first squad, but some
of the very young players we want to keep them in mind
soon to join our national team because it’s in three
years’ time and the age they have they’re going to eligi-
ble to play. “So hopefully we’re going to see some of
them in the next FIFA windows or the Copa America
being in the squad.” — Reuters
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