
DAVOS: US President Donald Trump tore into envi-
ronmental “prophets of doom” at the Davos forum yes-
terday, rejecting fiery warnings from teenage cam-
paigner Greta Thunberg, and lauding the “unprece-
dented” US economy just hours ahead of his impeach-
ment trial back home. Thunberg was in the audience in 
the Swiss Alps to hear the typically bullish speech by 
Trump, delivered shortly before the US Senate was to 
open the crucial next stage in his trial for abuse of 
power and obstruction. 

The 50th meeting of the World Economic Forum 
aimed for a strong focus on climate change but Trump 
made clear he had no time for Thunberg’s warning that 
“our house is still on fire”. “We must reject the peren-
nial prophets of doom and their predictions of the 
apocalypse,” said Trump, complaining that “they want 
to see us do badly”. He claimed that “alarmists” had 
been wrong over the decades when predicting popula-
tion crisis, mass starvation or the end of oil. 

Trump branded those warning of out-of-control 
global warming and other environmental disasters “the 
heirs of yesterday’s foolish fortune tellers”. The 
scathing assessment came just after Switzerland’s 
president, Simonetta Sommaruga, made an emotional 
appeal for saving the health of an ailing planet on the 
same stage. By contrast, Trump did not even mention 
global warming, a phenomenon that nearly all climate 
scientists say is dangerously accelerating, with possi-
bly devastating results for humanity. 

Trump was just as unapologetic over his impeach-
ment, which is now kicking into high gear. He said in 
Davos he was working for American investment, meet-
ing with “the most important people in the world and 
we’re bringing back tremendous business”. “The oth-
er’s just a hoax,” he said of the “disgraceful” impeach-
ment trial. The White House spokeswoman, Stephanie 
Grisham, said Trump “will be briefed by staff periodi-
cally” on the drama unfolding in Washington. 

 
Trump campaigns  

Large parts of Trump’s address sounded like a cam-
paign speech aimed at a domestic audience as much as 
the Davos gathering of global political and business 
elites. “Two years ago I told you we had launched the 
great American comeback,” Trump said, referring to 
his last appearance at the yearly Davos bash. “Today 

I’m glad to declare the United States is in the midst of 
a great economic boom the likes of which the world 
has never seen before.” 

Over and over, Trump brought up statistics he 
claimed proved his “unprecedented” success, based on 
slashing environmental protections and renegotiating 
trade relationships with China and the United States’ 
two huge neighbors Canada and Mexico. “The 
American dream is back, bigger better, stronger than 
ever before,” he said. Robin Niblett, director of the 
Chatham House think tank, called Trump’s performance 
“an almost plain vanilla presidential campaign speech, 
laying out an unassailable set of statistics that tell the 
Democrats ‘good luck taking me on this, because you 
won’t stand a chance’.” 

 
‘Just the very beginning’  

Earlier, Thunberg underlined the message that has 
inspired millions around the world, saying “basically 
nothing has been done” to fight climate change. “It will 
require much more than this. This is just the very 

beginning,” the 17-year-old said. Speaking calmly and 
with a wry smile, Thunberg acknowledged that her 
campaign, which began with school strikes, had 
attracted huge attention without yet achieving con-
crete change. 

“There is a difference between being heard to actu-
ally leading to something,” she said. And despite the 
focus given by the Davos forum, Greenpeace said in a 
new report that some of the world’s biggest banks, 
insurers and pension funds have collectively invested 
$1.4 trillion in fossil fuel companies since the Paris cli-
mate deal in 2016. Trump touted the United States as 
the “number one producer of oil and natural gas” and 
said he would not let “radical socialists” attack the 
lucrative industry. 

 
‘Governments continue to fail’  

Sustainability is the buzzword at the Davos forum, 
which began in 1971, with heel crampons handed out to 
participants to encourage them to walk on the icy 
streets rather than use cars, and the signage paint 

made out of seaweed. “People are paying a lot more 
attention” to climate, Eurasia Group president Ian 
Bremmer told AFP at Davos, adding there was “gen-
uine action by some big players”, after investment titan 
BlackRock said it was partially divesting out of coal. 
“But let’s be clear - a big part of this is because we 
failed for a very long time and governments continue 
to fail,” he added. 

Business leaders are likely also to be concerned by 
the state of the global economy whose prospects, 
according to the International Monetary Fund, have 
improved but remain brittle. The IMF cut its global 
growth estimate for 2020 to 3.3 percent, saying that a 
recent truce in the trade war between China and the 
US had brought some stabi l i ty but that r isks 
remained. Activists meanwhile will be pressing for 
much more concrete action to fight inequality, after 
Oxfam issued a report outlining how the number of 
billionaires has doubled in the past decade and the 
world’s 22 richest men now have more wealth than all 
the women in Africa. — AFP 
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was wrong from the start because she had made 

comments against a Gulf country and against the Gulf’s 
Peninsula Force, adding that the minister lost credibility 
after denying statements she was proven to have made. 

Damkhi also charged the minister of having said 
years before her appointment that the government was 
corrupt, against freedom and “purchased lawmakers 
through services”. He said that the government had in 
the past scrapped the appointment of two undersecre-
taries over tweets they wrote that were deemed inap-
propriate. He also showed a short video showing Aseeri 
talking about the presence of bars in Dubai and the 

possibility of Kuwait allowing bars under strict laws 
and regulations. The lawmaker said the minister had 
made clear positions in the past against the hijab and 
political Islam. 

Aseeri said the timing of the grilling and its unclear 
language raise some question marks about its goals, 
adding that the grilling is questioning her about state-
ments she might or might not have made in the past. 
She strongly denied allegations that she had violated 
the constitution, adding that the grilling was based on 
the police state mentality that “the defendant is guilty 
until proven innocent”. 

The lawmakers who signed the no-confidence 
motion include Riyadh Al-Adasani, Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari, Abdullah Al-Kandari, Abdullah Fahhad, 
Mohammad Hayef, Khaled Al-Otaibi, Mohammad Al-
Mutair, Nayef Al-Merdas, Abdulwahab Al-Babtain 
and Thamer Al-Suwait. Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem said the voting on the grilling will take 
place on Feb 4.

10 MPs file  
no-confidence...

Trump rejects climate ‘prophets of  
doom’ as Thunberg warns Davos 

DAVOS: (Left) US President Donald Trump delivers a speech at the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting yesterday. (Right) Swedish climate activist Greta 
Thunberg attends a WEF session yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: An Iranian lawmaker offered a $3 million 
reward to anyone who killed US President Donald 
Trump and said Iran could avoid threats if it had nuclear 
arms, ISNA news agency reported yesterday amid 
Tehran’s latest standoff with Washington. US disarma-
ment ambassador Robert Wood dismissed the reward as 
“ridiculous”, telling reporters in Geneva it showed the 
“terrorist underpinnings” of Iran’s establishment. 

Tensions have steadily escalated since Trump pulled 
Washington out of Tehran’s nuclear agreement with 
world powers in 2018 and reimposed US sanctions. The 
standoff erupted into tit-for-tat military strikes this 
month. “On behalf of the people of Kerman province, we 
will pay a $3 million reward in cash to whoever kills 
Trump,” lawmaker Ahmad Hamzeh told the 290-seat 
parliament, ISNA reported. He did not say if the reward 
had any official backing from Iran’s clerical rulers. 

The city of Kerman, in the province south of the cap-
ital, is the hometown of Qassem Soleimani, a prominent 
Iranian commander whose killing in a drone strike 
ordered by Trump on Jan 3 in Baghdad prompted Iran 
to fire missiles at US targets in Iraq. “If we had nuclear 
weapons today, we would be protected from threats ... 
We should put the production of long-range missiles 

capable of carrying unconventional warheads on our 
agenda. This is our natural right,” he was quoted as say-
ing by ISNA. 

The United States and its Western allies have long 
accused Iran of seeking nuclear weapons. Tehran insists 
it has never sought nuclear arms and never will, saying 
its nuclear work is for research and to master the 
process to generate electricity. The 2015 nuclear agree-
ment overall was designed to increase the time Iran 
would need to obtain enough fissile material for a 
nuclear bomb. Parties to the deal believed, at the time, 
Iran could produce enough material in two to three 
months if it wanted. 

Under the deal, known as the JCPOA, Iran received 
sanctions relief in return for curbing its nuclear activi-
ties. In response to Washington’s withdrawal from the 
pact and pressure from U.S. sanctions, Iran has rolled 
back its commitments to the deal. This month, Iran 
announced it was scrapping all limits on its uranium 
enrichment work, potentially shortening the so-called 
“breakout time” needed to build a nuclear weapon. 

Reports issued by the UN nuclear watchdog have 
suggested Tehran is still far from sprinting ahead with 
its work. After Iran’s latest step, Britain, France and 
Germany triggered a dispute mechanism in the 
nuclear pact, starting a diplomatic process that could 
lead to reimposing UN sanctions. Iran said on 
Monday that Tehran would pull out from the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) if international sanctions 
were reimposed. The US envoy Wood said Iran’s 
threat to quit the treaty, the foundation of global 
nuclear arms control since the Cold War, would send a 
“very, very negative message”. — Reuters 
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BEIJING: Asian countries yesterday ramped up meas-
ures to block the spread of a new virus as the death toll 
in China rose to six and the number of cases surpassed 
300, raising concerns in the middle of a major holiday 
travel rush. Nations across the Asia-Pacific region 
stepped up checks of passengers at airports to detect 
the SARS-like coronavirus, which first emerged in the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan. Fears of a bigger out-
break rose after a prominent expert from China’s 
National Health Commission confirmed late Monday 
that the virus can be passed between people. 

Authorities previously said there was no obvious 
evidence of person-to-person transmission and ani-
mals were suspected to be the source, as a seafood 
market where live animals were sold in Wuhan was 
identified as the centre of the outbreak. But the World 
Health Organization (WHO), which was concluding a 
fact-finding mission in Wuhan, was still being cau-
tious, saying at a briefing in Geneva that “not enough 
is known to draw definitive conclusions about how it 
is transmitted”. 

Spokesman Tarik Jasarevic warned though that 
“more cases should be expected” both in China and in 
other countries. Hundreds of millions of people are 
crisscrossing China this week in packed buses, trains 
and planes to celebrate the Lunar New Year with rela-
tives. More than 80 new cases have been confirmed, 
bringing the total number of people hit by the virus in 
China to 314, with the vast majority in Hubei, the 
province where Wuhan lies, according to the National 
Health Commission (NHC), as well as reports from 
regional health commissions. Other cases have also 
been confirmed in cities around the country, including 
Beijing, Shanghai, and Chongqing, plus Guangdong, 
Zhejiang and Henan provinces. 

Meanwhile Wang Guangfa, one of the doctors on the 
NHC team investigating the epidemic, told Hong Kong 
TV station iCable News that he was receiving treat-
ment after becoming infected. The first case on the self-
ruled island of Taiwan was also confirmed yesterday, 
with a woman taken to hospital on arrival at the airport 
from Wuhan. Wuhan mayor Zhou Xianwang told state 
broadcaster CCTV yesterday that the death toll had 
risen from four to six. 

China said it would attend a special WHO meeting 
which will determine whether to declare a rare global 

public health emergency over the disease, which was 
also detected in Thailand, Japan and South Korea 
among four people who had visited Wuhan. The coron-
avirus has caused alarm because of its genetic similari-
ties to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), 
which killed nearly 650 people across mainland China 
and Hong Kong in 2002-2003. 

At four airports in Thailand, authorities introduced 
mandatory thermal scans of passengers arriving from 
high-risk areas of China. Anyone exhibiting signs of 
fever will be quarantined for 24 hours for monitoring. 
Around 1,300 passengers are expected each day in 
Thailand from Wuhan over Chinese New Year, which 
starts on Friday. In Hong Kong, where memories of 
SARS still haunt the city, authorities said they were on 
“extreme high alert”, with passengers from Wuhan 
required to fill out health declarations and face possible 
jail time if they do not declare symptoms. 

Enhanced screening measures have also been set up 
at airports in Australia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Singapore 
and the United States. Malaysia and Vietnam have also 
installed thermal scanners at airports. A man showing 
symptoms of the disease who had travelled to Wuhan 
has been put in isolation in Australia as health officials 
await test results, authorities said yesterday. 

In China, the government announced it was classify-
ing the outbreak in the same category as SARS, mean-
ing compulsory isolation for those diagnosed with the 
disease and the potential to implement quarantine 
measures on travel. In Wuhan, authorities banned tour 
groups and police were conducting spot checks for live 
poultry or wild animals in vehicles leaving and entering 
the city, state media said. Passengers were being 
screened for fever at the airport, railway stations and 
bus terminals. Those with fevers would be registered, 
handed masks and advised to see a doctor. Chinese 
train and plane authorities said travellers with tickets to 
Wuhan could get refunds. 

Zhong Nanshan, a renowned scientist at the 
National Health Commission, raised the alarm when he 
said on Monday that patients can contract the virus 
without having visited Wuhan, though he added that it 
was milder than SARS. Doctors at the University of 
Hong Kong released a study yesterday estimating that 
there have been 1,343 cases of the new virus in Wuhan. 
Scientists at Imperial College in London said last week 
the number was likely closer to 1,700. 

The WHO has only called a global public health 
emergency a handful of times, including during the 
H1N1 - or swine flu - pandemic of 2009 and the Ebola 
epidemic that devastated parts of West Africa from 
2014 to 2016. China was accused of covering up the 
SARS outbreak in 2003 but some foreign experts 
have praised the swift release of information on this 
new virus. — AFP 
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VANCOUVER: Prince Harry was spending the first full 
day of his new life in Canada yesterday after jetting in 
from Britain to join his wife Meghan following their 
shock exit from their royal roles. Harry, 35, landed at 
Vancouver International Airport on a British Airways 
flight from London Heathrow shortly after 7:00 pm on 
Monday. He then took a connecting flight to Victoria on 
Vancouver Island, where he and Meghan have tem-
porarily set up a home from home, having spent six 
weeks on the Pacific west coast over Christmas with 
their baby son Archie. 

British newspapers published pictures of Harry, 
escorted by security, descending from the plane wear-
ing a beanie hat and jeans with a bag slung over his 
shoulder. Meghan, 38, was earlier spotted with Archie 
taking their dogs for a walk in the neighborhood. 
According to local reports, the couple are looking to 
buy a beachside house in Vancouver, or possibly in 
Toronto, where US former television actress Meghan 
spent several years while acting in the legal drama 
series “Suits”. Like Britain, Canada is a Commonwealth 
realm, meaning Harry’s grandmother Queen Elizabeth II 
is the head of state. 

Harry and Meghan are bowing out entirely from rep-
resenting the monarchy, in a crisis that has shaken the 
centuries-old institution. The Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex openly said they have struggled in the spotlight 
since their wedding in May 2018, and were seeking to 
step back as frontline royals. Harry said Sunday that 
they did not want to quit their royal duties but reluc-
tantly accepted there was “no other option” if they 
wanted to cut loose from public funding and seek their 
own income in pursuit of a more independent life. 

On Monday, Harry, who is sixth in line to the throne, 
attended the UK-Africa Investment Summit in London. 
He seemed in good spirits as he met the presidents of 
Malawi and Mozambique, and the Moroccan prime 

minister. He also had an informal 20-minute private 
meeting with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who 
hosted the event - which might be one of the prince’s 
final engagements as a working royal. 

Under their new arrangement, the Sussexes are free 
to earn their own commercial income - but can no 
longer represent Queen Elizabeth or be referred to as 
their royal highnesses, and must repay taxpayers’ mon-
ey spent on their UK home. They will no longer receive 
public money - though 95 percent of their annual fund-
ing comes from his father Prince Charles’ hereditary 
estate for the heir to the throne. To what extent that will 
continue, and who will cover their security bill - cur-
rently met by the British police - remains to be seen.  

The couple intend to raise their own income streams. 
They have launched their new Sussex Royal website 
and trademarked the name. However, Queen Elizabeth’s 
senior advisor on heraldry suggested they should not 
be allowed to use the royal moniker, having relinquished 
their public duties. — AFP 

Harry starts new life with Meghan in Canada 

LONDON: Britain’s Prince Harry (left) talks with 
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson during a bilat-
eral meeting at the UK-Africa Investment Summit on 
Monday. — AFP 


