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Al-Sayafe Medical & Dental Co and Forsyth
Institute organized a thanksgiving event on
Tuesday at Radisson Blu Hotel. A number of den-

tists were honored as a reward for their contribution to a
program that started in 1982. Dr Pramod Soparker,
Senior Clinical Investigator at Forsyth Institute and
General Director of the School Oral Health Program,
said: “Kuwait is the only country in the world that is tak-
ing care of dental needs of children, and Forsyth is very
proud to be part of it. There is no other country whose
government is taking actions on children’s dental health.”

He added: “Forsyth is going to introduce new tech-
niques to help children in school and give them the den-
tal help they need”. He told Kuwait Times they already
have an education and treatment program for children

in schools. Soparker revealed Forsyth is now testing a
new technique that will lead to a huge discovery in the
dental field. “Forsyth is working to recognize if babies
are going to have oral bacteria, so we can prevent it
from happening,” he explained. He noted this technique
will be applied in Kuwait in around two years, which
will make Kuwait the first country in the world to try it.

Dr Argia, Director School Oral Health Program, said:
“I’m here since 2005 and head a program in coopera-
tion between the health ministry, Al-Sayafe and
Cambridge Institute in the US. Today is a thanksgiving

event to celebrate the partnership between Al-Sayafe
and Forsyth and to honor contributing members of the
school oral program that started in 1982. It is a very
unique program and none of the Gulf countries have a
similar one.” 

The school oral health program in Kuwait is a com-
prehensive school-based program providing oral health
education, prevention and treatment to almost 270,000
Kuwaiti schoolchildren. This program is a joint venture
between the ministry of health and Forsyth Research
Institute, Boston.

This program was established in 1982 on a pilot
basis and expanded later. This is one of the largest and
long-standing school oral health programs in the world
and the only one of its kind in the Gulf region, where
there is a great need for such programs.

Today, the School Oral Health Program-Forsyth
operates in all the six governorates of Kuwait and fol-
lows the standardized protocol for education, preven-
tion and treatment. The event was attended by Assistant
Undersecretary for Dental Affairs Dr Yousef Al-
Duwairi, officials, dentists and the media.
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The International Women’s Group celebrated
the start of 2020 in style with an Australia
Day event at  the Crowne Plaza.  Sunday

January 19, in the presence of female ambassadors
and wives of ambassadors accredited to the State of
Kuwait, IWG members, prominent women within the
Kuwait society and international community.

The IWG brings its usual sophisticated event
planning to Kuwait with Australian Ambassador
Jonathan Gilbert attending the event to present his
top ten places to visit in Australia.  The event also
paid homage to the people of Australia as they face
the worst  f i res  the country has ever seen.
Ambassador Gilbert  made a point of  thanking
Kuwait for the love and support at this time of great
tragedy and pressed that Australia will fight back

and will continue to be the most extraordinary place
to visit.

The presentation was accompanied by a quiz
and a display of all things Australian including a
sumptuous buffet featuring Australian classics
such as Lamingtons, Australian lamb and prawns.  

The IWG Board and members bid farewell to Mrs
Josephine Cole (Wife of the Ambassador of Malta)
on the occasion of their departure and the end of
their duties in the State of Kuwait. IWG President
Anita de Vogel, presided over the event and high-
lighted with great thanks, the many years of help
and support of the outgoing Vice President of IWG.
IWG members and guests ended the lovely morning
with great raffle prizes and an authentic delicious
Australian cuisine. 
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The activities of Horeca Kuwait 2020
continued on the second day
(Tuesday, Jan 21) in hall number

eight at the International Fair Grounds in
Mishref where huge numbers of special-
ized visitors showed up. 

Aside from the number of visitors to
various hospitality, food industries and
hotel equipment company booths and
sections, the second day of the exhibition
attracted a group of 60 ladies from the
International Women Group including
spouses of ambassadors designated in
Kuwait. Visitors also included a delegation
of German women in Kuwait, another from
the American women in Kuwait following
the visit made by representatives of 15
British companies specialized in food. 

In addition, the cooking and bed mak-
ing competitions continued in a most zeal-
ous and competitive atmosphere. The
cooking competitions include the 9th pas-
ta, hot and cold appetizers, croissant, the
best menu, nutritious dishes, food basket,
Sushi and Cordon bleu competitions. 

Further, the organizing committee dis-
tributed certificates of appreciation to all

participants in a special ceremony held at
noon where both the head of the organiz-
ing committee and general manager of
leaders Group, Nabila Al-Anjeri,
Hospitality Services manager, Joumana
Dammous and Horeca executive manager,
Mohammed Najia handed over the certifi-
cates before throwing a lunch banquet in
participants’ honor. 

New trends in restaurants
Notably, on the first day in the evening

a seminar was held under    the title of
‘Rising Food & beverage Trends’ and was
moderated by Nada Alamuddine,
Managing Partner - “Hodema Consulting
Services”, in which there was a focus on
the elements leading investments in food
businesses in Kuwait in 2020. The speak-
ers included Khaled Al-Baker; Ventri
Group founding partner and CEO,
Mohammed Al-Debaib; Seazen Group
general manager and Nouf Al-Hussein;
Qout Market founding partner. 

Speaking on the seminar, Al-Bebaid
argued that the real success in restaurants
is about changing passion into reality and

stressed the importance of adapting new
ideas and trends to achieve this success. 

On his part, chef Bordoni reviewed his
experience in Dubai, Qatar and Bahrain
noting that Kuwaiti restaurant market is
not yet fully saturated and that customers
always seek the best and latest even with
traditional cuisine restaurants. 

Al-Baker stressed the need to adapt
new concepts for each new project and
that mega projects and healthy food are

currently trending in Kuwait compared to
barbequed food. “It is difficult to under-
stand the reasons behind the success or
failure of new restaurants due to several
overlapped elements now since Kuwaitis
are more proud of national brands and
projects”, he underlined. 

On her part, Nouf Al-Hussein talked
about her 11 year career noting that
people always aspire to better restau-
rant atmosphere, genuine experiences

and creativity. 

Australian Dinner 
On the second day in the evening, the

Australian Ambassador to Kuwait,
Jonathan Gilbert threw an Australian dinner
banquet to honor the organizing committee
and the jury members which was attended
by members of the Australian and
European communities in Kuwait and a
number of hospitality and hotel officials.  

Horeca 2020 witnesses various activities, delegation visits 


