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DAVOS: US President Donald Trump said at a meeting
yesterday in Davos with new EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen that they were discussing a trade
deal. Trump, accompanied by top economic advisors
including Wilbur Ross and Robert Lighthizer, met with von
der Leyen on the sidelines of the Davos economic confer-
ence. “We’re going to talk about a good trade deal. We’ll
be discussing other things also,” he told reporters.

Von der Leyen said she was looking forward to working
with Trump, saying Americans and Europeans were “good
friends”. Trump said he’d heard von der Leyen is “a very
tough negotiator”. The talks came shortly after Paris
announced a truce in its tussle with Washington over plans
for taxing US technology companies earning revenue in
France. Trump had threatened to hit back with tariffs.

French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire, speaking
before a Brussels meeting with EU counterparts, said
President Emmanuel Macron and Trump had talked and
“agreed to avoid all escalation between the US and France
on this digital tax issue.” A French diplomatic source said
the French and US leaders, who spoke by telephone on
Sunday, agreed to give negotiations a chance to avoid “a
trade war that will benefit no one”. 

Meanwhile, Democrats yesterday blasted the top
Senate Republican’s proposed rules for US President
Donald Trump’s impeachment trial, saying its failure to
guarantee witnesses or that evidence gathered by investi-
gators would be allowed into the record was tantamount
to rigging the proceedings.

Trump’s trial on charges approved on Dec 18 by the
Democratic-led House of Representatives accusing him of
abuse of power and obstruction of Congress begins in
earnest in the Senate yesterday in a rare use of the consti-

tutional mechanism for ousting a president. On Monday,
Senate Republican Majority Leader Mitch McConnell pro-
posed rules that would execute a potentially quick trial. He
unveiled a resolution that would give House Democratic
prosecutors and Trump lawyers 48 hours, evenly split, to
present their arguments over a maximum of four days.

Under the resolution, lawyers for Trump could move
early in the proceedings to ask senators to dismiss all
charges, a senior Republican leadership aide said, a motion
that would likely fall short of the support needed to suc-
ceed. “That is not a fair trial. In fact, it is no trial at all,” the
seven House Democrats who will set out the case against
Trump during the trial said in a statement yesterday.

Senate Democratic Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
told CNN that Democrats would seek amendments. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, in a statement, said the
Republicans’ plan would force the trial into the “dark of
night” and accused McConnell of choosing “a cover-up for
the president, rather than honor his oath to the
Constitution.”

The proceedings are due to start at around 1 pm EST
(1800 GMT) and the trial is expected to continue six
days a week, Monday through Saturday, until at least the
end of January.

At the heart of the impeachment trial is Trump’s request
to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in a July 25
phone call to investigate a political rival, former Vice
President Joe Biden, and his son Hunter.

Democrats accuse Trump of pressuring a vulnerable
ally to interfere in US elections at the expense of
American national security. Trump’s legal team says
there was no pressure and that the Democrats’ case is
based on hearsay. — Agencies
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France, US agree 
to extend talks 
over digital tax
PARIS: Presidents Emmanuel Macron and Donald
Trump have agreed to extend negotiations on a dispute
over a French tax on digital giants to the end of the
year, postponing Washington’s threat of sanctions
against Paris, French officials said yesterday. French
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire, speaking before a
Brussels meeting with EU counterparts, said: “Macron
and Trump had a very constructive discussion... and
they agreed to avoid all escalation between the US and
France on this digital tax issue.”

A French diplomatic source said the French and US
leaders, who spoke by telephone on Sunday, agreed to
give negotiations a chance to “find a solution in an
international framework” and avoid “a trade war that
will benefit no one”. 

Macron tweeted Monday that he had had a “great
discussion” with Trump on the issue. “We will work
together on a good agreement to avoid tariff escala-
tion,” he said. “Excellent!” replied Trump on Twitter. 

The White House said the two men spoke and
“agreed it is important to complete successful negotia-
tions on the digital services tax, and they also dis-
cussed other bilateral issues.”

The dispute began last year when Paris approved a
levy of up to three percent on revenues earned by
technology companies in France, as international efforts
dragged on to find a new model for taxing revenues
earned via online sales and advertising. Tech companies
often pay little tax in countries in which they are not
physically present. Washington said the tax singled out
US companies such as Google, Apple, Facebook,
Amazon and Netflix. It threatened retaliatory duties of
up to 100 percent of the value of French imports of
such emblematic goods as Champagne and Camembert
cheese. The European Union had said it would back
France if such tariffs were levied, raising the prospect
of a transatlantic trade war.

‘Remains a difficult negotiation’ 
On January 7, Paris and Washington had given them-

selves 15 days to reach a deal to avert the US threat of
duties on up to $2.4 billion of French goods. Le Maire,
who has been conducting intensive negotiations for the
last several weeks, had been scheduled to hold crunch
talks on the issue with US counterpart Steven Mnuchin
at the World Economic Forum in Davos on Wednesday. 

After confirming the reprieve, Le Maire told journal-
ists in Brussels that he spoke with Mnuchin by tele-
phone on Sunday and “our technical teams are in con-
tact day and night to work on a solution”.

He stressed that “this remains a difficult negotia-
tion.... A certain number of details need to be worked
out, but I believe we’re going in the right direction.” Le
Maire declined, however, to say whether France would
suspend its digital tax. “I am not going to get into the
details of the negotiation. I prefer that that remains
between Mnuchin and myself,” he said. Nevertheless,
according to concurring sources, France is willing to
suspend the tax “to provide some time” to find a solu-
tion under the auspices of the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development.  While the
principle of the tax itself was not in question, the col-
lection of payments scheduled for April  and
November was being suspended “to provide time for
negotiations within the framework of the OECD,”
according to one source.

Another source said that France would suspend
collection of the payment scheduled for April, “with the
balance to be paid in November by the companies
concerned”. In Brussels, the industry’s lobby group,
the Computer & Communications Industry
Association, hailed the move. “We welcome the report-
ed French suspension of their digital tax & the
renewed focus on achieving global tax reform,” CCIA
Europe wrote in a tweet. 

The French presidency said on Monday that “France
is pursuing its objective of fair taxation on digital com-
panies and finding a compromise within the framework
of the OECD.” — AFP

ABIDJAN: Inhabitants of a shanty town
adjoining Ivory Coast’s main airport
have had to leave their homes, their pos-
sessions hastily packed into suitcases,
wheelbarrows and bags, after officials
decided to bulldoze part of the area as a
security measure. Authorities vowed to
make a buffer zone around Abidjan air-
port after an Ivorian boy was found
dead in the landing gear of a passenger
jet at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle airport on
January 8. Inquiries found the 14-year-
old had scaled a fence and grabbed hold
of the plane’s undercarriage as it was
readying for takeoff to Paris.

Adjouffou, a settlement of some
25,000 inhabitants, was partially evacu-
ated on Monday to make way for a
security strip of 200 meters (650 feet)
around the airport enclosure. The shanty
town lies on the airport’s right-of-way
and all the land belongs to the state.
“This is no good. We have nothing. What
are we to do now? Look at my Dad,”
cried Aicha Sawadogo, 14, as her father
gathered the last things from their home,

made of cardboard and pieces of wood.
“When we were young, we crossed the
runway to grow cassava or mangoes,”
said Abdul Ouattara, 41. “We have
always been here. There are schools,
shops, churches and mosques.” Francis
Kablan, a truck driver with nine mouths
to feed, helped a neighbor to lift the roof
off his shack.  “I’m here because I don’t
know where to go. We’ve stashed our
things with my wife’s family.” He added:
“I was born here, lived here for 40 years.
There used to be no wall, we could see
the aircraft. There was never any prob-
lem.” The death of young Laurent
Barthelemy Ani Guibahi touched many
people in Ivory Coast but also triggered
alarm over security at the airport.

Ivory Coast is on the periphery of
jihadist terror attacks mostly affecting
its  northern neighbors Mali  and
Burkina Faso. Sites for those being
expelled from their homes are being
considered, Hamed Diomande, chief of
staff to the minister of transport, said
last week. — AFP

Dutch farm 
dad ‘beat 
bad spirits 
out of kids’
THE HAGUE: A Dutchman isolated six of his children in a
remote farmhouse from birth and beat them to drive out
“bad spirits,” prosecutors told a court yesterday. Gerrit
Jan van D., 67, subjected the youngsters who were found
on the farm in the village of Ruinerwold in October to
“very serious physical punishment” when he thought they
had been made “unclean”. One child was tied up by his
hands and feet as punishment, while another child was
forced to spend an entire summer in a doghouse at the
farm in northern Drenthe province.

“The children all speak of very serious physical punish-
ment if their father thought there was a ‘bad spirit’ in them.
That happened from a very young age, four or five years,”
prosecutors said during a procedural hearing in the case.
Prosecutors said the youngest six of the man’s nine chil-
dren “lived in seclusion from birth, were kept indoors and
had to be quiet so that no one would notice that they
existed.” They were not registered with Dutch authorities

and had never been to school, they said. The family was
first discovered in October when the oldest son still living
on the farm walked into a local bar in a confused state and
raised concern about the welfare of his other siblings.

Police raided the farm and arrested Van D. and an
Austrian man identified as Joseph B., 58. 

‘Unclean’ 
Van D was absent for medical reasons from yesterday’s

hearing in the town of Assen. He is charged with depriving

the children of their liberty from 2007 to 2019 and
“punching, kicking and denying food and drink” to the six
children. He is also charged with sexually abusing two of
the older three children. Joseph B. is also charged with
depriving the children of their liberty and was in court.

“I feel like this is a witch hunt,” Joseph B. told the court.
“I have a clear conscience... I have not robbed anyone of
his freedom.” Prosecutors said the three oldest children
were not allowed to talk about the existence of their
brothers and sisters. Citing diaries kept by the children,
prosecutors said they had all spoken of their “conviction
that contact with the outside world makes you ‘unclean’
and about ‘bad spirits’ that come into bodies. The father
determined when a child had a ‘bad spirit’.

“This child was isolated, had to pray and the other fami-
ly members were not allowed to have contact with this
child, sometimes not even for months.” One of the children
was separated from the rest of the family at the age of 12
and made to stay in a caravan on another part of the farm,
prosecutors said, adding that “after that he spent a whole
summer in a doghouse in a shed.” The three oldest of the
nine children were allowed to go to school and the “exteri-
or doors were not locked all those years”, prosecutors said.

But they said that there was still “unlawful deprivation
of liberty for all these years-classically locked up at times,
but in a less classic way at other times.” Prosecutors said
the abuse was a “figurative lock on the door”, adding that
“no physical lock is required on the door as evidence of
unlawful deprivation of liberty or hostage-taking.” — AFP

DAVOS: US President Donald Trump shakes hands with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
prior to their meeting at the World Economic Forum in Davos yesterday. — AFP

Gerrit Jan van D, 67, who isolated six of his children in a
remote farmhouse from birth and beat them to drive out
“bad spirits.”

Deadly storm 
lashing Spain 
closes schools, 
cuts power
BARCELONA: A winter storm which has
killed four people lashed much of eastern
Spain for a third day yesterday, cutting pow-
er, forcing the closure of schools and sever-
ing road and rail links. National weather
agency Aemet placed most of northeastern
Spain on alert because of the storm packing
gusts of over 100 kilometers (60 miles) per
hour, heavy snowfall, freezing rain and mas-
sive waves which smashed into seafront
promenades, damaging shops and restau-

rants. Some 220,000 people lost power for
several hours in the province of Girona in the
northeastern region of Catalonia, local emer-
gency services said. The AP7 highway link-
ing France and Spain-an important truck
route-was cut at the border due to the
heavy snowfall as several rail links were
interrupted, local authorities said.

Classes were cancel led for  some
170,000 students in Catalonia and the
eastern region of Valencia yesterday.
The storm, which hit Spain on Sunday,
has so far claimed the lives of three peo-
ple, including a 54-year-old homeless
woman from Romania who was found
dead in a park.

In the northeasterly province of Girona,
220,000 residents were without power,
emergency services said, although a
breach in the main supply from neighbor-
ing France had been repaired. More than
2,600 km (1,600 miles) of roads were cov-
ered with snow. — Agencies

KFC apologizes 
for ‘sexist’ 
Australian ad 
MELBOURNE: KFC apologized for an
advertisement in Australia that shows two
young boys staring at a woman’s breasts,
after calls from a local campaign group to
boycott the fast-food giant over the ad it
called “sexist”, the Australian Associated
Press reported. The 15-second ad, which is
still on KFC Australia’s YouTube channel,
shows a woman adjust her breasts as she
looks at her reflection in the window of a
parked car.

The car’s window then rolls down to
show two young boys looking at the
woman’s breasts, before she smiles and
says, “did someone say KFC?” “We apol-
ogize if anyone was offended by our latest
commercial. Our intention was not to

stereotype women and young boys in a
negative light,” Yum! Brands Inc’s KFC
said in a statement to the Australian
Associated Press.

It was not immediately clear if KFC
would take any action on the usage of ad.
The video has garnered more than 28,000
views on the company’s YouTube channel.

KFC’s response came after Collective
Shout, a group which campaigns against
the objectification of women, condemned
the advertisement and said it was a
“regression to tired and archaic stereo-
types where young women are sexually
objectified for male pleasure.” “Ads like this
reinforce the false idea that we can’t
expect better from boys. It is another man-
ifestation of the ‘boys will be boys’ trope,
hampering our ability to challenge sexist
ideas which contribute to harmful behavior
towards women and girls, the group’s
spokeswoman, Melinda Liszewski, said.
While many did not approve of the ad, sev-
eral others took to Twitter to label the ad
“funny” and said there was no need for the
company to apologize. — Reuters

ICoast authorities clear ‘security
risk’ shanty town near airport

BARCELONA: A woman walks with difficulty due to the strong wind in El Bogatell
beach in Barcelona as storm Gloria batters Spanish eastern coast yesterday. Freezing
winds, heavy snow and rain lashed parts of Spain yesterday, killing three people,
forcing the closure of schools that cancelled classes for nearly 200,000 students and
disrupting travel, officials said. — AFP


