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SEOUL: South Korean activists hold placards reading “No dispatch to Hormuz!” during a rally near the US embassy yesterday denouncing the government’s decision to send troops to the Strait of Hormuz. —AFP

UN: Nearly half 
billion people 
lack decent jobs
GENEVA: More than 470 million people worldwide
are currently unemployed or underemployed, the
UN said on Monday, warning that a lack of access
to decent jobs was contributing to social unrest.
The global unemployment rate has remained rela-
tively stable over much of the past decade, accord-
ing to the UN’s International Labour Organization.
But while the rate - which stood at 5.4 percent last
year - is not expected to change much, overall job-
less numbers are likely to inch up as slowing
economies reduce the number of jobs available to a
growing population. 

This year, the number of people registered as
unemployed is expected to rise to 190.5 million up
from 188 million in 2019, ILO said in its annual World
Employment and Social Outlook report. At the same
time, the UN body stressed that some 285 million
people worldwide are considered underemployed,
meaning they either work less than they want to,
have given up searching for work or otherwise lack
access to the labor market. That amounts to nearly
half a billion people and represents a full 13 percent
of the global labor force, the ILO pointed out.

‘Extremely worrying’ 
“For millions of working people, it is becoming

increasingly difficult I think to build better lives
through work,” ILO chief Guy Ryder told reporters
in Geneva. He warned that “persisting and substan-
tial work-related inequalities and exclusion” were
preventing many from finding decent work and
thereby also creating better futures. “I think that
this is an extremely worrying finding,” he said,
adding that lacking access to decent work
appeared to be part of what was spurring growing
protest movements and unrest around the world.

“Labor market conditions are contributing to...
this erosion of social cohesion in many of our soci-
eties,” he said, referring to mass demonstrations in
places like Lebanon and Chile. According to the
ILO’s “social unrest index”, measuring the frequen-
cy of things like demonstrations and strikes, there
was an increase both at the global level and in sev-
en out of 11 subregions between 2009 and 2019.
The ILO report highlighted that more than 60 per-
cent of the global workforce currently work in the
informal economy, often toiling for substandard
wages and lacking basic social protections.

And in 2019, more than 630 million people - a
fifth of the global working population - lived in so-
called working poverty, meaning they made less than
$3.20 per day in purchasing power. At the same time,
the ILO report warned of significant income and job
access inequality, driven by things like gender, age
and geographic location. In particular, it warned that
a staggering 267 million young people between the
ages of 15 and 24 are not in employment, education
or training, while many more in this group endure
substandard working conditions. —AFP

TEHRAN: Iran has confirmed two missiles
were fired at a Ukrainian airliner brought
down this month, in a catastrophic error that
killed all 176 people on board and sparked
angry protests. The country’s civil aviation
authority said it has yet to receive a positive
response after requesting technical assis-
tance from France and the United States to
decode black boxes from the downed airlin-
er. The Kiev-bound Ukraine International
Airlines plane was accidentally shot down
shortly after takeoff from Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini International Airport on Jan 8.

Iran has come under mounting interna-
tional pressure to carry out a full and trans-
parent investigation into the air disaster.
“Investigators... discovered that two Tor-M1
missiles... were fired at the aircraft,” Iran’s
Civil Aviation Organization said in a prelimi-
nary report posted on its website late
Monday. It said an investigation was ongo-
ing to assess the bearing their impact had on
the accident.

The statement confirms a report in The
New York Times which included video
footage appearing to show two projectiles
being fired at the airliner. The Tor-M1 is a
short-range surface-to-air missile developed
by the former Soviet Union that is designed
to target aircraft or cruise missiles.

Iran had for days denied Western claims

based on US intelligence reports that the
Boeing 737 had been shot down. It came
clean on Jan 11, with the Revolutionary
Guards’ aerospace commander Brigadier
General Amirali Hajizadeh accepting full
responsibility. But he said the missile oper-
ator who opened fire had been acting inde-
pendently.

Black box impasse 
The deadly blunder triggered days of

student-led protests mainly in the Iranian
capital. Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said on Friday that the demon-
strations were unrepresentative of the
Iranian people and accused the country’s
enemies of exploiting the air disaster for
propaganda purposes. In its report, the Civil
Aviation Organization said it was “impossi-
ble” for it to read the flight data and cockpit
voice recorders - commonly known as black
boxes - because they were so advanced.

But it suggested Iran wants to keep them
for now. “If devices are provided, the infor-
mation (on the black boxes) can be restored
and retrieved in a short period of time,” it
said. The aviation body said it had asked its
French and US counterparts, the BEA and
NTSB respectively, to provide a list of the
equipment required to read the black boxes.

It said it had also sought the transfer of

the equipment, but added that neither the
BEA nor NTSB had “so far responded
positively”. It said it had acquired the list
nonetheless, without saying how, and hint-
ed it would use it to buy the equipment
itself. The report said that based on pass-
ports used to board Flight PS752, there
were 146 Iranians, 11 Ukrainians including
nine crewmembers, 10 Afghans and four
Swedes on the ill-fated airliner. Canada,
which says 57 of its nationals were on the
plane, has repeatedly asked Iran to hand
the black boxes over to Ukraine or France
for expert analysis.

US-Iran tensions 
The 737 was downed when Iran’s air

defenses had been on high alert hours after
its armed forces fired more than 20 ballistic
missiles at US troops stationed in Iraq. That
was carried out in reprisal for a Jan 3 US
drone strike that killed Iran’s most prominent
military commander, Qasem Soleimani, near
Baghdad airport. US President Donald
Trump had been poised to retaliate for the
missile attack, but refrained after the missiles
caused no casualties.

Meanwhile, South Korea will send a naval
destroyer and 300 troops to the Strait of
Hormuz, its defense ministry said yesterday,
after pressure from its ally the US in the face

of tensions between Washington and Tehran.
Iran has been blamed for a series of attacks
on shipping vessels in the strait, a strategic
choke point for the world’s oil trade where the
US has deployed a naval mission. But the
request put Seoul in a dilemma: It has had
diplomatic relations with Tehran since the
early 1960s and until last year Iran was one of
the resource-poor South’s key oil suppliers.

The defense ministry said in a statement
that Seoul had decided to “temporarily
expand” the deployment area of its anti-
piracy military unit operating off the coast of
Somalia to include the Arabian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman, which are linked by the Strait
of Hormuz. It would not be part of the US
naval mission, it insisted - although two liai-
son officers would be sent to the US head-
quarters for “information sharing”.

Seoul and Washington are in a security
alliance but their relations have been
strained by the Trump administration’s
demands the South pay billions of dollars
more towards the costs of 28,500 US troops
stationed in the country to protect it from
the nuclear-armed North. US Ambassador
Harry Harris last week urged Seoul to join in
the naval mission, saying “very few countries
have a greater need” to take part as the
South “gets 70 percent of its oil supplies
from the Middle East”. —Agencies

Seoul to send vessel to Strait of Hormuz after US pressure

Iraq protester killed 
as youth keep up 
pressure on govt
BAGHDAD: An Iraqi protester was killed in Baghdad yes-
terday, medics said, as angry young people reignited a
three-month-old protest movement by shutting roads to
pressure authorities to implement long-awaited reforms.
The demonstrator died after being hit by a tear gas canister
on one of the main highways in east Baghdad. Protesters
had been trying to shut down the road with burning tyres
but clashed with security forces, who fired live rounds and
tear gas to break up the crowd. Eight protesters were also
treated for tear gas inhalation, medics said.

On Monday, three demonstrators were killed in the capi-
tal. Security forces have relied heavily on tear gas to confine
protesters to Baghdad’s Tahrir Square, but human rights
groups have accused them of improperly firing the canisters
directly into crowds at point-blank range, piercing protest-
ers’ skulls and chests. Anti-government rallies have rocked
Iraq since October but had thinned out in recent weeks
amid spiralling tensions between Baghdad’s key allies
Tehran and Washington. To regain momentum, protesters
had given the government until Monday to address their
demands: early elections under a new voting law, an inde-
pendent prime minister and for corrupt officials to be held
accountable. Since the deadline expired, clusters of young
protesters have taken to the streets of Baghdad and across
the Shiite-majority south every morning.

Yesterday, they set up impromptu roadblocks in the
southern cities of Amarah, Basra, Diwaniyah and Kut. In
Nasiriyah, central districts were packed with protesters,
most of them students carrying Iraqi flags, an AFP corre-
spondent reported. “With our souls, with our blood, we
sacrifice ourselves for you Iraq!” they chanted, as fellow

protesters blocked the main highways north and south.
That left hundreds of goods lorries stuck on the road,
including some oil tankers. 

Tahseen Mohannad, a demonstrator in Nasiriyah, said
young people would not be deterred. “We came out today to
support the protests that won’t stop despite the procrastina-
tion of the state and the political parties when it comes to
our just demands,” he said. “We spilled blood over this and
we will do so again, the blood of young people, in order to
get rid of the unjust ruling class.” Iraq’s political parties are
locked in negotiations over the choice of a new premier to
replace Adel Abdel Mahdi, who stepped down in December
but has stayed on in a caretaker role. The stalemate comes
amid a continuing wave of rocket attacks on areas where US
diplomats and troops are based. Late Monday, three rockets
hit near the US embassy in Iraq’s high-security Green Zone,
security sources told AFP. As usual, there was no claim of
responsibility but this time Abdel Mahdi has ordered an
investigation into the incident. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi protesters carry away the body of a comrade
who was hit by a tear gas canister amid clashes with riot police
on Mohammad Al-Qasim Road yesterday. —AFP

New Islamic State 
leader identified
LONDON: Intelligence services have identified the new leader of
the Islamic State (IS) group as Amir Mohammed Abdul Rahman
Al-Mawli Al-Salbi, British newspaper The Guardian reported on
Monday. The paper, citing officials from two unnamed spy servic-
es, described him as one of the terrorist group’s founding mem-
bers and said he had led the enslavement of the Yazidi minority in
Iraq. It said he also oversaw operations around the world.

The organization had named Abu Ibrahim Al-Hashimi Al-
Quraishi as its new head just days after its previous leader, Abu
Bakr Al-Baghdadi, was killed in a raid by US special forces in
October. The United States State Department added him to its list
of most wanted terrorists in August, describing him as a “potential
successor” to Baghdadi and offering a reward of up to $5 million
for information leading to his capture. 

Some analysts have suggested the group was caught off guard
by Baghdadi’s killing and that the true identity of its new leader
remained uncertain. The Guardian said Salbi was selected within
hours of the death and that Quraishi was a nom de guerre not rec-
ognized by other senior leaders or intelligence agencies. The
newspaper described him as “a hardened veteran in the same vein
as Baghdadi, unflinching in his loyalty to the extremist group”.

It said he was born into an Iraqi Turkmen family in the town
of Tal Afar, and is one of the few non-Arabs among the group’s
leadership. Holding a degree in sharia law from the University of
Mosul, he rose through its ranks in part thanks to his back-
ground as an Islamic scholar, the paper added. Salbi gave reli-
gious rulings that underwrote the attempted genocide of
Yazidis by IS, it said. 

The US State Department said he was one of IS’ “most senior
idealogues” who had “helped drive and justify the abduction,
slaughter, and trafficking of the Yazidi religious minority in north-
west Iraq and is believed to oversee some of the group’s global
terrorist operations”. In 2004 he was detained by US forces in
Camp Bucca prison in southern Iraq where he met Baghdadi,
according to The Guardian report.  —AFP


