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More participation expected for
12th Int’l Invention Fair in Mideast

Amir’s support helped catapult event to global status
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Science Club (KSC) will be
hosting the 12th International Invention Fair in the
Middle East from Feb 16-19, 2020. The fair is being
held under the patronage of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and the organizers
expect even more participants this year.

Secretary General of KSC and member of the
organizing committee Dr Yahya Abdaal appreciated
the generous sponsorship of HH the Amir of this fair
since its first edition in 2007. “This generous support
made this fair rank as the second biggest and most
popular fair for inventors in the world. Without this
support, we wouldn’t have reached this success, which
is a benefit for the whole country,” he said during a
press conference held on Monday.

The four-day fair will include various social and sci-
entific activities. “The main purpose of this fair is to
support inventors and improve their skills and creativi-
ty. Also, some new sponsors are participating this year
including Kuwait University, Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research, Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training and others. We expect to have
more countries participating in this fair as well,”
stressed Abdaal.

Treasurer of KSC Aws Al-Nisef said the main rea-

son for holding the International Invention Fair in the
Middle East is to offer an investment and marketing
opportunity for inventions to be realized. In the past,
Kuwaiti inventors didn’t find support or adoption of
their inventions to develop into commercial projects,
but today they do. This inspired the title of the fair:
‘Investors meeting Inventors’,” he explained.

“The fair attracts businessmen and industrial and
economic bodies, which is considered a support of
KSC for the inventors. This fair is the first of its kind to
present such huge financial prizes exceeding $50,000.
These prizes were set to encourage and support
inventors,” Nisef added. “The main prize is $15,000,
KSC’s prize is $10,000, International Exhibition of
Inventions of Geneva presents a $5,000 prize and the
GCC Patent Office presents 50,000 Saudi riyals, in
addition to a prize presented by the World Intellectual
Property Organization and another prize by the
International Federation of Inventors’ Associations,”
concluded Nisef. 

Head of Development and Competitive Programs at
KSC Mohammed Al-Saffar said participation in the fair
is still open. “Early participation has closed, but late
participation is still available and will end in two
weeks. Currently, we don’t have the exact number of
participants as we are still accepting registrations, but
we expect the number to be higher than last year. The

huge attendance in this fair in the past years reflects its
success. We started preparing for this event at the end
of the previous fair,” he pointed out.

“The participation process starts with submitting
the invention to the organizing committee, which will
then classify the invention into one of the 22 categories
of the fair. The invention should have an international
patent certificate and it shouldn’t have previously par-

ticipated in this fair in the past years,” added Saffar.
Participating inventions must adhere to certain

criteria. “The judging committee consists of special-
ists in the field from various institutions and national-
ities with long experience. Various criteria will be
considered for the inventions, including when they
were invented, creativity and ability to be marketed,”
he explained.  

KUWAIT: (From left) Mohammed Al-Saffar, Dr Yahya Abdaal and Aws Al-Nisef attend the press conference.

KUWAIT: Zel Iscel with Zain employees at ZINC.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its strategic
partnership with the World Wide Web
Consortium’s (W3C) second Forum for the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 2020. The
event, which comes in collaboration with the
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) and the Public Authority of the
Disabled, is held on 20-23 January 2019. 

Zain’s strategic partnership comes as part
of its Group-wide ‘WE ABLE’ initiative,
which mainly aims at complementing the

company’s gender diversity and inclusion
program by enriching disability inclusion in
the workplace. The immediate aim of the
disability inclusion initiative is to increase
the number of people with disabilities within
the Zain workforce, ensure all training pro-
grams are disability inclusive, guarantee that
accessibility across all Zain touchpoints are
disability inclusive, and identify innovative
and assistive technologies enabling more
people with disabilities to join the company
and succeed.

Zain hosted a special session and work-
shop at the Zain Innovation Center (ZINC) in
the company’s main headquarters in
Shuwaikh, where Usability Testing Expert
Zeliha (Zel) Iscel discussed many topics relat-
ed to enhancing web accessibility to the visu-
ally impaired and people with special needs.
The session also discussed the latest technolo-
gies and tools that are used to make the web
more accessible in line with the World Wide
Web Consortium’s (W3C) global web stan-
dards. The W3C second Forum for the GCC

2020 will also include many special sessions
and workshops featuring local and interna-
tional speakers, including a special session by
Zain. The forum will also feature a Hackathon
challenge that focuses on developing soft-
ware tools that allow people with special
needs to access the web. 

Zain is keen on reinforcing its partnerships
with the many local and international entities
that cater to people with special needs within
the community all year round. The company
is proud to have partnered with this initiative

that caters to this valued segment of the soci-
ety, especially with regards to making the
web a more accessible place for them. 

Zain constantly shoulders initiatives that
work towards enhancing the society’s wel-
fare. The company’s long-term cooperation
with the various private and public entities
that cater to people with special needs
springs from its belief in the importance of
having a positive print by supporting and
launching initiatives that cater to various
interests of the community.

Zain strategic partner of W3C Forum for GCC

KUWAIT: As part of its continuous efforts
to support small and medium-sized enter-
prises, Gulf Bank has announced it is a main
sponsor of the Tenders Forum for Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises. The forum,
which took place yesterday in Al-Shaheed
Park, was held in the presence of the
Secretary General and assistant secretaries
of the Central Agency for Public Tenders,
and representatives from local government
agencies and the National Assembly. The
forum welcomed SME owners to attend and
participate in the discussion.

One of the main objectives of the forum
was to raise awareness about recent
amendments on public tenders law, high-
lighting the rights of SME owners. Speakers
at the forum also discussed ways to create
opportunities for owners of SMEs to take
part in governmental tenders in an effort to
consolidate relations and open doors for

collaboration between governmental agen-
cies and smaller companies. The forum also
aimed to start a dialogue on legislative
solutions that better serve small and medi-
um-sized enterprises, highlighting legal
gaps in the current legislature and allowing
SME owners to voice their concerns with
decision-makers from members of the
National Assembly.

As part of its continuous efforts to sup-
port small and medium-sized enterprises,
Gulf Bank also participated at the forum.
The Bank, which views growing companies
as a vital pillar for successful economies,
continues to provide SMEs with an inte-
grated set of services designed around the
needs of growing companies. 

As such, Gulf Bank is the one-stop desti-
nation for enterprises of all sizes, providing
advisory services related to investment
banking, corporate finance and advisory.
Gulf Bank spares business owners the has-
sle of dealing with multiple advisors for its
various restructuring and growth plans, and
offers a number of services all in one place,
including business plans, valuation, acquisi-
tions, divestments, private placement, asset
management, consolidations, and more. As
with any service provided by the Bank, Gulf
Bank ensures that all needs of the company

are professionally organized, negotiated
and managed, allowing clients to focus on
what they do best and dedicate more time
to their core businesses.

Commenting on the forum, Lujain Al-
Qenaei, Assistant Manager for External
Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “At Gulf
Bank, we consider each of our clients as a
long-term business partner. That is why we
are proud to offer a comprehensive range
of services that aim to broaden our clients’
understanding of their companies. We are
proud that Gulf Bank’s Corporate Banking
Group provides the financial services of
choice for businessmen in Kuwait. We are
also proud of our Bank’s heritage, which
serves as a constant reminder of the impor-
tance of strategic partnerships with our
esteemed clients, paving the way for mutual
growth and expansion.”

Gulf Bank offers a variety of corporate
banking solutions, including:

- Business Valuation and Feasibility
Studies: Reaching “fair value” is the key to
any successful business transaction. Gulf
Bank’s services provide an independent and
scientific approach at valuing businesses.
The process involves a comprehensive
understanding of the market in which the
business operates, developing a financial

model that takes into consideration various
indicators and sensitivities in order to
arrive at a fair value. In addition, Gulf Bank
offers feasibility studies both for new com-
panies and for existing companies with
growth and expansion plans.

- Restructuring Advisory: Now more
than ever, companies are constantly evolv-
ing to adapt to changing market conditions.
With a restructuring consultation, Gulf
Bank offers clients a diagnostic view of
what needs to change in their businesses
today in order to ensure sustainable growth
for their companies in the future. The advi-
sory process is based on an understanding
of financial and operational structural
changes, and offers recommendations
designed to meet future market conditions.
Gulf Bank offers advisory support through-
out the restructuring process, continuing
until solutions are fully implemented.

- Investment and Growth Advisory:
Achieving the optimal f inancing ratio
between stocks and loans is essential to
business development. This process
includes the creation of a business plan that
is supported by the additional debt or/and
equity solution that needs to be injected or
structured. The consultation process is
completed when the financial closing is

achieved, or when required funds are
placed or raised.

- Mergers and Acquisitions: Realignment
and restructuring are often valuable pre-
requisites that speed up growth, diversify
risk, and stall competition. Gulf Bank’s advi-
sory unit takes ‘buy side’ or ‘sell side’ man-
dates on matchmaking or acquisitions, han-
dling the complete process from conceiving
ideas to closing out transactions. Due to the
Bank’s extensive relationships with a large
segment of cl ients, the match-making
process has never been easier.

Gulf  Bank also provides a range of
services designed around the needs of
small and medium-sized business owners,
including:

- Innovative package of services cus-
tomized for SMEs, including cash and non-
cash facilities, and operational account
solutions.

- Tailored services created around a
company’s specific business cycle require-
ments, i.e. overdraft facilities, revolving
term loans, letters of credit, and letters of
guarantee.

- A dedicated team that prides itself on
its understanding of the ins and outs of the
local market and various industries, devel-
oping daily money reports for clients.

Gulf Bank
supports SME
tenders forum 
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Zel Iscel during the workshop. 


