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10 MPs file no-confidence  
motion after Aseeri grilling 

Minister slams ‘police state mentality’ • Assembly to ratify neutral zone pact 
By B Izzak  

 
KUWAIT: Ten opposition lawmakers 
yesterday filed a no-confidence motion 
against Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor Ghadeer Aseeri following a short 
grilling debate in which the minister 
denied she violated the constitution. 
Meanwhile, the Assembly is expected to 
ratify the new neutral zone pact signed 
with Saudi Arabia last month in the 
divided zone after the foreign relations 
committee approved the agreement. The 
pact has confirmed Saudi and Kuwaiti 
rights and resources in the neutral zone, 
where oil production is divided equally 
between the two countries. The pact was 
signed following over four years of 
negotiations.  

Before the debate started, Aseeri 
charged that the grilling included some 
unconstitutional material, but she still 
decided to face it to clarify her position. 
The grilling debate of Aseeri was one of 
the shortest to be witnessed by the 
Assembly, after MP Adel Al-Damkhi 
accused the minister of violating the 
constitution and undermining lawmakers 
and their voter bases. 

Damkhi charged that the minister 
committed an act of defamation against 
MPs through a statement she made and 
later denied she made the statement. He 
said the minister accused MPs of circu-
lating rumors to appease their voters, 
which constitutes defamation against the 
lawmakers and their voters. He said the 
inclusion of Aseeri in the Cabinet 

Continued on Page 24 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor 
Ghadeer Aseeri (left) and MP Safa Al-
Hashem gesture at the National Assembly 
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, CEO of 
the BNK Automotive Group, the authorized 
distributor of Volvo cars in Kuwait, said the 
Kuwait Motor Show 2020 (KMS 2020) is an 
important milestone for the company as it 
constitutes its first official participation and 
presence in exhibitions and the local auto 
sector in general.  

Speaking in a press statement he made on 
the sidelines of the opening of KMS 2020 on 
Thursday, which runs until January 25 at 360 
Mall under the auspices and presence of 
Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammed Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, 
Kharafi stressed that the goal of Volvo’s par-
ticipation in the event is to introduce the most 
important changes the brand had recently 
made in terms of updating the designs of 
some models or the entirely new technologies 
it offers to customers.  
 
50% of Volvo Kuwait employees are women  

Kharafi added the Volvo team has been 
formed and is ready to launch. He also revealed 
that 50 percent of Volvo employees are 

women, including mechanics and technicians, 
which is a completely new and leading under-
taking in the local automotive sector.  

Responding to a question regarding when 

the brand would be launched in Kuwait, Kharafi 
said BNK Automotive has started preparations 
to launch its first official Volvo showroom on 
March 3, 2020.  (See Page 11) 

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah with Khalid Al-Falah as Bader Al-Kharafi explains during their 
visit to Volvo Kuwait pavilion.

BNK Automotive empowers women in Kuwait


