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Penguins come back from an early 
three-goal deficit to beat Bruins

25

Bjorkstrand scores late to lift Blue Jackets over Rangers
PITTSBURGH: Bryan Rust’s tiebreaking goal in the
third period capped the Pittsburgh Penguins’ comeback
from an early three-goal deficit Sunday to give them a
4-3 victory over the visiting Boston Bruins. At 12:35 of
the third period, Rust, from 12 feet, converted a pass
from behind the net from Evgeni Malkin, who picked up
his 50th point on the assist. Dominik Simon, Teddy
Blueger and Jack Johnson also scored, and Sidney
Crosby had two assists for Pittsburgh, which picked up
its NHL-leading 18th home win while playing in front of
the 600th consecutive home sellout, including playoffs.
Penguins goaltender Matt Murray made 34 saves.
David Pastrnak had a goal and an assist, and Patrice
Bergeron and Anders Bjork also scored, all in the first
period, for the Bruins, who have lost three of four. The
lone victory in the stretch was a 4-1 decision against
the Penguins on Thursday at home. Goalie Jaroslav
Halak made 18 saves for Boston.

BLUE JACKETS 2, RANGERS 1
Oliver Bjorkstrand scored his second goal of the

game with 27 seconds remaining as visiting Columbus
rallied for a victory over New York at Madison Square
Garden. The Blue Jackets tied a season high with their
fifth straight win thanks to Bjorkstrand, who returned
after missing nearly a month due to a back injury.
Bjorkstrand recorded his seventh career two-goal game
as the Blue Jackets also posted their sixth victory when
trailing after two periods. Bjorkstrand’s clutch third-
period goals helped Matiss Kivlenieks win his NHL
debut. Kivlenieks made 31 saves, including 14 in the
final 20 minutes. His best save of the night occurred
about midway through the second, when he slid across

the crease to make a stick save on former Blue Jacket
Artemi Panarin.

HURRICANES 2, ISLANDERS 1 (SO)
Justin Williams made a storybook return to the line-

up by scoring in the eighth round of the shootout to
give Carolina a victory against visiting New York.
Williams, the former team captain, was making his sea-
son debut. The 38-year-old signed 11 days earlier as a
free agent, ending an abbreviated retirement that began
last summer after he helped the Hurricanes reach the
Eastern Conference finals. Andrei Svechnikov and
Teuvo Teravainen also produced in the shootout for the
Hurricanes, while New York’s Mathew Barzal and
Anthony Beauvillier were good for the Islanders.

BLACKHAWKS 5, JETS 2
Patrick Kane recorded a late assist for his 1,000th

career point, helping Chicago to a season-high fifth
consecutive victory with a win over visiting Winnipeg.
Kane, in his 13th season, became the 90th player in NHL
history to reach the milestone. It came when he dished a
pass from behind the net to Ryan Carpenter, who deliv-
ered the puck across the slot to Brandon Saad for a goal
with 5:46 left in the game to give Chicago a 4-2 lead.
With the assist, Kane extended his point streak to 10
games (four goals, 11 assists) for the Blackhawks, who
also got a goal and assist each from Alex Nylander and
defenseman Erik Gustafsson. David Kampf also scored,
Dominik Kubalik added an empty-netter and Robin
Lehner made 36 saves for his third straight win as
Chicago won for the 11th time in 15 games to draw even
on points (54) with Winnipeg. — Reuters

NEW YORK:  Matiss Kivlenieks #80 of the Columbus Blue Jackets tends net in his first NHL game against the New
York Rangers at Madison Square Garden in New York City. The Blue Jackets defeated the Rangers 2-1. — AFP

NEW YORK: Even with outstanding hurdles races at
US indoor meetings and talented field event competi-
tions in Europe, international athletics is continuing to
be impacted by the long 2019 outdoor season.

Many top sprinters are skipping or limiting their
indoor season, often because the 2019 world outdoor
championships extended into October, more than a
month later than usual, managers and coaches told
Reuters. Even the lure of an indoor world champi-
onships in China has not pulled world outdoor cham-
pions Noah Lyles (U,S.) and Dina Asher-Smith
(Britain) and medallists Justin Gatlin (US), Andre De
Grasse (Canada) and Shaunae Miller-Uibo (Bahamas)
to the winter circuit.

World 100m champion Christian Coleman may
also join them. “Coleman is still deciding if he will
compete,” manager Emanuel Hudson said of the 60m
world indoor record holder and 2019 world 100m
gold medallist.

But it was a definite “no way” from Mark Wetmore,
manager for U.S. world 200m champion Lyles, who
will sit out the indoor season. “Athletes were excep-
tionally tired after Doha as a class. It was so long,”
said Wetmore.

Wetmore and Paul Doyle, agent for Canadian
Olympic and world double sprint medallist De Grasse,
also mentioned the shorter than normal downtime
between the world championships and the Tokyo
Olympics, which will be held from July 24 to Aug. 9.

That gap of less than 10 months is much shorter
than the nearly one year time frame between the 2015
world championships, which concluded in late August,
and the 2016 Olympics, which opened in early August.

“The timing doesn’t make a lot of sense,” said
Lance Brauman, who coaches Lyles and Olympic
400m champion Miller-Uibo. No matter how short
the break, though, Caribbean sprinters Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce and Steven Gardiner will be running at
least once indoors.

“She will be doing Glasgow,” said agent Adrian
Laidlaw of Jamaican world 100m champion Shelly-
Ann Fraser-Pryce. The Feb. 15 Glasgow event is part
of the seven-meeting World Athletics Indoor Tour.
Bahamian Gardiner’s competitions will be even more
low key with a couple of 300m races. “Every year we
do this just to see how training is going,” said coach
Gary Evans. There will be nothing low key about U.S.
hurdles races, though.

Olympic gold medallist Brianna McNeal and world
champion Nia Ali will clash over the 60m hurdles at
the Boston Indoor Grand Prix on Jan. 25 to open the
World Athletics Indoor Tour and in New York, the
Millrose Games hurdles race on Feb. 8 will match
Olympic champion Omar McLeod of Jamaica, world
gold medallist Grant Holloway and US outdoor winner
Daniel Roberts.

The New York meeting also will feature a shot put
duel between Olympic gold medallist Ryan Crouser
and world champion Joe Kovacs, key races involving
world 800m winner Donavan Brazier and women’s
800m medallist Ajee Wilson and a special appearance
in the 60m by 13-times world champion sprinter
Allyson Felix who will be seeking to make her fifth US
Olympic team this summer.

Meanwhile in Europe, the three pole vault medal-
lists from Doha - American Sam Kendricks, Swede
Mondo Duplantis and Poland’s Piotr Lisek - will fea-
ture in Dusseldorf’s Feb. 4 World Tour meeting.. But
the cycle for top sprinters running all out indoors is
several years away, coach Brauman believes.

“Some will run next year (2021) because it fits their
schedule and you have a bigger break between the
Games and the next world championships,” Brauman
said. “But to be honest with you, the next big indoor
season for pros won’t be until 2022.”  — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Kuwait national team will face
South Korea in its second match of the
second round of the Asian championship,
meanwhile Qatar will play Iran at 6 pm.
The first group will see Bahrain against
Japan at 2 pm, while Saudi Arabia will play
UAE at 4 pm.

Kuwait national team played many deci-
sive matches with S Korea as both teams
are respected by many due to their previ-
ous performances, and are in continuous
competition for Asia championship, except
when Kuwait sport was internationally sus-
pended.

The Korean team relies on speed in the
center and score through shooting from a
far or penetration and can reach the goal
through all positions, and have a strong tal-
ented goal keeper.

Kuwait defenders must concentrate
very well to keep the Koreans from scoring
particularly from the middle of the circle,
which is the favorite spot for them.

Kuwait Assistant Coach Mohammad

Mubarak said the team is ready for the
second round matches, adding the team
had the full mark in the preliminaries and
this gives it a good incentive to have a
strong performance despite the group’s
difficulty which includes S Korea, Iran and
Qatar.

He said the team is competing for the
championship and wants the title besides
qualifying for the World Cup in 2021 in
Egypt.

He said all teams that moved to the sec-
ond round are strong and was confident
Kuwait players will execute the plans very
well. Vice-president of the International
Handball Federation Bader Theyab lauded
Kuwait hosting of the 19th Asian Handball
Championship with the participation of an
elite group of teams.

He said we are happy with the launch of
the championship in Kuwait at the current
hall. He said everyone is exerting great
effort to ensure the success of the event.

Meanwhile, Iraq defeated China in the
consolation rounds of places 9-13, by the
score of 38-31, giving Iraq the first two

points in this round. Meanwhile, Iraq coach
expected Kuwait to get into the final four
and qualify for the World Cup in 2021,
despite the difficulty to reach the final
match due to technical matters that lean in
favor of other Asian teams.

He said Kuwait’s weakness is in the slow-
ness of its players and will suffer defensive-
ly. Sahib expected Qatar to reach the final
match, and Bahrain has a good match to
meet it. “Bahrain defeated UAE with the
score of 29-18,” details will be later.

Kuwait, S Korea to clash in
handball championship

UAE and Bahrain team in action.

TWICKENHAM: England star Billy Vunipola is set to
miss the Six Nations after breaking an arm for the fourth
time in two years, Premiership club Saracens announced
yesterday.

His injury heaped more misery on the English champi-
ons, who on Saturday had been told they would be rele-
gated at the end of the season for salary cap breaches. The
27-year-old No 8 suffered the injury early in Saracens’
27-24 victory over French side Racing 92 on Sunday,
which kept their hopes alive of a successful European
Champions Cup title defence. 

“Billy Vunipola has suffered a broken arm,” read a club
statement. “He will see a consultant over the coming days
to determine the full extent of the injury before undergo-
ing rehabilitation.” The 51-times capped Australia-born
forward has broken his right arm twice and his left once.

Saracens’ statement was released just hours before
England coach Eddie Jones announced a 34-man squad
for the upcoming Six Nations Championship, although he
opted against calling up specialist cover for Vunipola.

Powerful wing Jack Nowell and veteran prop Dan Cole
were the most high-profile of the 10 absentees from the
squad that took England all the way to November’s World
Cup final in Japan, where Jones’s men were well beaten 32-
12 by South Africa.

Wasps fly-half Jacob Umaga, the nephew of former
New Zealand captain Tana, was among eight uncapped
players in a a squad that will travel to Portugal on
Thursday for a pre-tournament training camp.

England, runners-up in last season’s Six Nations, begin
their 2020 title quest away to France in Paris on February
2. “It is always about winning the next game so we have
picked the best squad available,” Jones said in a Rugby
Football Union statement.

“At the same time we wanted to bring some young
players in because we need to keep building our depth so
for those new players it’s an exciting opportunity for
them.” Earlier, England announced that Steve Borthwick,
Jones’s long-serving assistant, would leave his post at the
end of the season, with Jason Ryles replacing him in
November.

Former England captain Borthwick was also along-
side Jones when the latter was in charge of Japan. “I
have had a great seven years with Steve,” said Jones.
“He is a loyal, hard-working and analytical coach but I
understand he needs now to get out on his own follow-
ing this campaign.” — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Andrew Landry squandered a six-shot
back-nine lead on Sunday but finished with back-to-back
birdies to win the PGA Tour American Express in La
Quinta, California, by two shots. Landry fired a five-under-
par 67 on the PGA West Stadium Course for a 26-under-
par total of 262.

He appeared to be cruising toward his second PGA
Tour title when he nabbed three birdies on the front nine
and opened the back with birdies at 10, 11 and 12. But
Landry, who lost the 2018 title in the California desert in a
playoff against Spain’s Jon Rahm, bogeyed three straight
to open the door to Mexico’s Abraham Ancer, who pow-
ered up the leaderboard with a 63 for 264.

Landry arrived at the 17th tee tied for the lead. In what
he called the “biggest shot of the tournament” he landed
an eight-iron six feet from the pin on the dangerous island
green. He followed that birdie with a birdie at 18, where he
split the fairway and hit his approach to six feet.

“I’ve been swinging it well all week and putting it well

all week,” Landry said as he discussed how he maintained
his poise after blowing his big lead. “That putt on 15, I
don’t know how that ball didn’t go in. Then I hit another
great putt on 16. So I was, like, ‘Hey, look, I’m stroking the
ball well.’ “I had good swing thoughts.” Nevertheless, the
memory of the 2018 playoff loss was also prominent, mak-
ing for an emotional moment when he’d secured the win
and toddler son Brooks ran onto the 18th green for a hug.
“It’s good to finally be able to get the job done again,” said
Landry, who has endured his share of struggles since his
only other tour victory in the 2018 Texas Open.

Coming into the week Landry had missed five straight
cuts, and seven of eight since the 2019-20 campaign
began. Ancer notched another solid result with his fourth
top-four finish, but remains in search of his first PGA Tour
title. “I knew I had to make a lot of birdies, the guys were
out there pretty far ahead,” he said of his aggressive mind-
set heading into Sunday six shots off the lead shared by
Landry and Scottie Scheffler. He was five-under on the
front nine and picked up four more birdies coming in —
rolling in a 26-footer at the par-three 17th.

“I’m proud of how I played today,” he said. Scheffler
was even through the first nine with three birdies and
three bogeys and drained a six-foot eagle putt at the par-
five 16th to finish with a two-under 70 and sole possession
of third place on 265. Rickie Fowler, who started the day
four off the lead, settled for a one-under 71 that left him
tied for 10th. — AFP

Landry survives 
scare to win PGA 
La Quinta crown

Billy Vunipola to 
miss Six Nations 

LA QUINTA:  Andrew Landry poses with the trophy on the 18th green during the final round of The American Express
tournament at the Stadium Course at PGA West in La Quinta, California. — AFP


