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How ‘Africa’s 
richest woman’ 
stole fortune
LONDON: An award-winning investiga-
tive team published a trove of files
Sunday allegedly showing how Africa’s
richest woman syphoned hundreds of
millions of dollars of public money into
offshore accounts. The New York-based
International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ) worked with newspa-
pers such as Munich’s Suddeutsche
Zeitung to reveal the “Panama Papers”
tax haven scandal in 2016.

Its latest series called “Luanda Leaks”
zeros in on Isabel dos Santos, the
daughter of former Angola president
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. Angola’s pros-
ecutors last month froze the bank
accounts and assets owned by the 46-
year-old businesswoman and her
Congolese husband Sindika Dokolo,
which she described as a groundless
political vendetta.

“Based on a trove of more than

715,000 files, our investigation high-
lights a broken international regulatory
system that allows professional services
firms to serve the powerful with almost
no questions asked,” the ICIJ wrote. The
group said its team of 120 reporters in
20 countries was able to trace “how an
army of Western financial firms, lawyers,
accountants, government officials and
management companies helped (dos
Santos and Dokolo) hide assets from tax
authorities”.

Dos Santos took to Twitter to refute
the claims, launching a salvo of around
30 tweets in Portuguese and English, and
accusing journalists involved in the
investigation of telling “lies”. “My for-
tune is built on my character, my intelli-
gence, education, capacity for work,
perseverance,” she wrote. She also
blasted “the racism and prejudice” of
SIC-Expresso, a Portuguese TV station
and newspaper, and member of the ICIJ,
“that recall the colonial era when an
African could never be considered equal
to a European”.

Dos Santos’s lawyer dismissed the
ICIJ findings as a “highly coordinated
attack” orchestrated by Angola’s current
rulers, in a statement quoted by The

Guardian newspaper. Dos Santos herself
told BBC Africa the file dump was part of
a “witch hunt” meant to discredit her and
her father. The former president’s daugh-
ter headed Angola’s national oil company
Sonangol. Forbes magazine last year
estimated her net worth at $2.2
billion.Her father’s successor Joao
Lourenco forced her out of the oil com-
pany after becoming president in 2017.
Dos Santos said on Wednesday that she
would consider running for president in
the next election in 2022.

Western consultants 
The ICIJ investigation said Western

consulting firms such as PwC and Boston
Consulting Group were “apparently
ignoring red flags” while helping her
stash away public assets. “Regulators
around the globe have virtually ignored
the key role Western professionals play
in maintaining an offshore industry that
drives money laundering and drains tril-
lions from public coffers,” the report said.

Its document trove included redacted
letters allegedly showing how consult-
ants sought out ways to open non-
transparent bank accounts. One confi-
dential document allegedly drafted by

Boston Consulting in September 2015
outlined a complex scheme for the oil
company to move its money offshore.
The investigation also published a simi-
lar 99-page presentation from KPMG.
None of the companies named issued
immediate statements in response to the
investigation. —AFP

Morocco’s House of 
Memory spotlights 
Jewish-Muslim ties 
ESSAOUIRA, Morocco: In the old Jewish quarter of
Morocco’s coastal city of Essaouira, a newly-opened
“House of Memory” has been dedicated to the historic
coexistence of its Jewish and Muslim communities.
Nestled in a narrow alleyway among labyrinthine lanes,
Bayt Dakira (House of Memory) is situated in a former
family home of wealthy traders, who added a small syna-
gogue decorated with woodwork and carved furnishings.

The restored building “testifies to a period when
Islam and Judaism had an exceptional closeness, com-
plicity and intimacy”, said Andre Azoulay, an adviser to
King Mohammed VI. Azoulay, himself a member of
Essaouira’s Jewish community, launched the project in
partnership with Morocco’s culture ministry. “We said
to ourselves: We’re going to let our patrimony speak,
and protect what was the art of living together in mutu-
al respect,” he said. His daughter Audrey Azoulay, who
is director-general of the UN cultural agency
UNESCO, was also present last Wednesday when the
king made an official visit to the center.

Countering ‘amnesia’ 
Bayt Dakira showcases objects donated by local

families alongside stories of members of the Jewish
community from the southwestern city on the Atlantic.

They include Leslie Belisha (1893-1957), who was
Britain’s minister of finance, transport and war, and
David Yulee Levy (1810-1986), the “first Jew elected in
United States history”. A panel lists Jewish royal advis-
ers from Essaouira, including Azoulay who was called
to the palace in 1991 by Hassan II, the late father of
Mohammed.

Bayt Dakira also houses old photographs, archive
footage, musical recordings, traditional dress and reli-
gious objects. Upstairs will house a research center. At
the time of Sultan Mohamed III, who in the 18th centu-
ry transformed the small port into a diplomatic and
commercial hub, Essaouira was “the only city in the
Islamic world with a majority Jewish population”, the
78-year-old royal adviser says. Azoulay’s goal is to turn
his city’s history into a symbol of “the art of the possi-
ble”, and push back against what he calls “amnesia,
regression and archaism”. At one point, Essaouira had
37 synagogues, but most have fallen into ruin.

Ancient community 
The Jewish community has been present in Morocco

since antiquity and grew over the centuries, particularly
with the arrival of Jews expelled from Spain by the
Catholic kings after 1492. At the end of the 1940s,
Jewish Moroccans numbered about 250,000 - some 10
percent of the population. Many left after the creation
of Israel in 1948, and the community now numbers
around 3,000, still the largest in North Africa.

Essaouira was largely forgotten during the French
protectorate (1912-1956), but has experienced a grad-
ual rebirth since the early 1990s, turning into a tourist
destination and cultural beacon. It is not the only city to

house a memorial to the country’s Judeo-Moroccan
heritage, something which the king often highlights.
Cemeteries, synagogues and historic Jewish quarters
are also being restored.

Since 1997, Casablanca has housed a Moroccan
Jewish Museum, the only one of its kind in the Arab
world. And in Fez, the country’s spiritual capital, a
museum dedicated to the Jewish memory is under con-
struction. While the kingdom doesn’t have official ties
with Israel, thousands of Jews of Moroccan descent
visit every year - including from the Jewish state. They
come to rediscover the land of their ancestors, cele-
brate religious events or make pilgrimages. —AFP

BEIRUT: Security officials in protest-hit Lebanon
yesterday vowed to take measures to deter attacks
against security forces during crisis talks following
rare violence over the weekend that left hundreds
wounded. Lebanon has been rocked by mostly peace-
ful anti-government rallies since October 17 but the
protests turned violent over the weekend amid deep-
ening economic and political crises. On Saturday and
Sunday night demonstrators, who had called for a
“week of rage”, lobbed stones, firecrackers and street
signs at riot police, who fired tear gas and rubber bul-
lets to clear a road leading to parliament.

The escalation saw more than 540 people on the
two sides wounded and came as wrangling delayed the
formation of a new government to replace that of Prime
Minister Saad Hariri, who quit last year in the face of
street protests. Yesterday afternoon, President Michel
Aoun presided over crisis talks on the violence
between the caretaker interior and defense ministers as
well as the chiefs of the military and security agencies. 

Participants accused “infiltrators” of attacking
security forces and vandalizing property, and dis-
cussed security measures to “deter” further offences
and protect peaceful protesters, a government source
said after the meeting.  The source made the com-
ments in a statement to media, but did not disclose
what measures would be taken. 

In a show of defiance, demonstrators who said they
took part in the weekend protests responded online
using the Arabic hashtag “The Infiltrator Is Me”, dis-
closing their full personal details. They also accused
security forces of firing rubber bullets at the eyes of
protesters in other Twitter posts, as rights groups and
the UN criticized police over the crackdown.

‘Brutal force’ 
More than 540 people, including protesters and

security forces, were wounded in the weekend vio-
lence in central Beirut, according to a toll compiled by

AFP from figures provided by the Red Cross and Civil
Defense. It included people who suffered “breathing
difficulties” or “light injuries”, the civil defense said.
Lawyers and rights groups have condemned “exces-
sive” and “brutal” use of force by security forces, who
they said hit protesters on the head, face and genitals. 

Human Rights Watch accused riot police of
“launching tear gas canisters at protesters’ heads, fir-
ing rubber bullets in their eyes and attacking people
at hospitals and a mosque”. The violence also drew
condemnation from the United Nations, which called
the crackdown “unacceptable”. A 22-year-old pro-
tester, who asked not to be named for security rea-
sons, said he was severely beaten by security forces
until he was bleeding in the head.

“Four of them were beating me with batons,” said
the man, who has been in the hospital since Saturday.
“Then they dragged me on the ground before they
started kicking me,” he told AFP. “One of them
slammed the base of a tear gas launcher against my
mouth, another jabbed my face.”

‘Cycle of collapse’ 
Protesters had called for a week of “anger” over the

political leadership’s failure to form a new government
even as the debt-ridden country sinks deeper into a
financial crisis. Lebanon has been without a govern-
ment since prime minister Hariri resigned on Oct 29 in
the face of popular pressure. Political factions agreed
on December 19 to appoint former education minister
Hassan Diab as the new premier but have since squab-
bled over ministerial posts and portfolios.

“The ruling elite is going back to its traditional bick-
ering over their shares in government” said Bachar El-
Halabi a researcher at the American University of
Beirut. “This has laid the foundation for a more violent
approach by initially peaceful protestors.” Hariri yes-
terday said that there was an “urgent need” for a gov-
ernment that could steer Lebanon out of its “cycle of

collapse”. “The country is heading towards the
unknown and the team responsible for forming a gov-
ernment is taking its time,” he said on Twitter.  

Protesters have demanded a new government be
comprised solely of independent experts, excluding all

established political parties - a demand analysts say is
a tall order. The political impasse is worsening an
already-dire economic crisis that the World Bank says
may see the number of people living in poverty climb
from a third to half the population. —AFP

President presides over crisis talks with security agencies 

Lebanon vows to deter ‘infiltrator’ 
attacks after weekend violence

BEIRUT: Lebanese protesters take cover as riot police spray them with water from behind a barricaded
road leading to parliament on Sunday amid ongoing anti-government demonstrations. —AFP

News in brief

Egypt extends state of emergency 

CAIRO: Egypt’s state of emergency is set to reach the
three-year mark by April after the government
announced it would extend it by another three months
from Monday next week. The North African country
has been under a state of emergency since April 2017
bombings of two Coptic churches by an Islamic State
group affiliate that killed more than 40 people. The
extension comes nine years after the Jan 2011 uprising
that toppled former president Hosni Mubarak, who
had also ruled for decades under a state of emer-
gency. “The president of Egypt ordered the extension
of the state of emergency nationwide for three months
starting Monday, January 27,” said the official gazette
on Sunday. Under a state of emergency, police powers
such as arresting and holding citizens are extended
and constitutional rights such as freedom of speech
and assembly are curtailed. —AFP 

Port Sudan school kids march 

KHARTOUM: Crowds of school pupils protested in
Sudan’s main port city yesterday over spiralling food
prices, witnesses said, as the country’s economy lan-
guishes under a foreign currency crunch. “Stop this
hunger, we want food prices to fall,” the pupils chant-
ed as they headed towards government headquarters
in Port Sudan, a key site of protests during the upris-
ing that led to the ouster of former leader Omar Al-
Bashir last April. Witnesses said groups of pupils
planned to demonstrate in front of the governorate of
Port Sudan, the capital of Red Sea state. In Dec 2018,
rising food prices including an overnight tripling in the
cost of bread, along with general economic woes, trig-
gered the uprising against Bashir which finally led to
his ouster by the army in April. —AFP 

Lion dies in Sudan park

KHARTOUM: One of five sick and malnourished lions
held at a park in the Sudanese capital died yesterday,
an official said, amid a growing online campaign to
save the animals. The lioness received intravenous flu-
ids for several days but died early on Monday,
Brigadier Essamelddine Hajjar, a manager of Al-
Qureshi Park in Khartoum told AFP. “One of the two
sick lionesses died today... Yesterday the doctor gave
the two some medicines after which they were given
food,” Hajjar said. “One recovered but the other died.
We are now diagnosing the cause of death.” Park offi-
cials said the conditions of the five creatures had
deteriorated in recent weeks, with some losing almost
two-thirds of their body weight. The five lions suffered
from a shortage of food and medicine for weeks, the
officials said. Hajjar told AFP on Sunday that park offi-
cials often paid for food for the lions with their own
money. —AFP

Isabel dos Santos

ESSAOUIRA, Morocco: Andre Azoulay, adviser to the Moroccan
king, poses for a picture at the “Bayt Dakira” (House of
Memory) Jewish museum, in this Atlantic coastal city on Dec
14, 2019. —AFP

Iran may pull out 
of nuke treaty over 
Europe dispute 
TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it will consider
withdrawing from the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) if a
dispute over its atomic program goes before
the UN Security Council. Britain, France and

Germany launched a process last week
charging Iran with failing to observe the terms
of the 2015 nuclear deal, a move that could
eventually see the Security Council reimpose
international sanctions on the country.

Iran has accused the three EU member
states of inaction over sanctions the United
States reimposed on it after unilaterally with-
drawing from the landmark accord in 2018.
The European move “has no legal basis” and
if they take further measures “Iran’s with-
drawal from the NPT will be considered,”

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif was
quoted as saying by the Iranian parliament’s
website.

The landmark 2015 deal reached with
Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and
the United States gave Iran relief from sanc-
tions in return for curbs on its nuclear pro-
gram. Since the US pullout, Iran has progres-
sively rolled back its commitments to the
accord - the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action - in retaliation.

It has hit out at the three European

nations that remain party to the JCPOA for
failing to live up to their promises to ease the
impact of US sanctions on its oil-based
economy. “If the Europeans return to the
commitments, Iran will also stop reducing its
commitments, but if the Europeans continue
as they have been... we have different
options,” said Zarif.

The foreign minister said Iran’s President
Hassan Rouhani had warned former EU for-
eign affairs chief Federica Mogherini about
such consequences in three letters sent in

2018. “It was stated in the president’s letter
that if this issue is referred to the Security
Council, Iran’s withdrawal from the NPT will
be discussed but before that we can consider
other (options),” he said.

European officials have made it clear that
the decision to trigger the dispute resolution
mechanism was made in a bid to bring Iran
back into compliance and save the accord.
But Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday warned
more measures could be taken in retaliation
for the European move. —AFP


