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Kuwait seeks major private sector
contribution in development plan

Horeca Kuwait 2020 exhibition opens at Kuwait International Fairground

KUWAIT: Officials inaugurate the Horeca Kuwait 2020 exhibition. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Main guests attend the exhibition.

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Minister
of Finance and Acting Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel, the
Horeca Kuwait 2020 exhibition opened
yesterday at the Kuwait International
Fairground in Mishref with the participation
of a number of specialized companies in
hospitality, catering and hotel equipment,
including many international brands inter-
ested in the Kuwaiti and Gulf markets. The
ninth edition of Horeca Kuwait is organized
by the Leaders Group Company for
Consulting and Development in collabora-
tion with the Hospitality Services Company. 

During the opening ceremony, Secretary
General of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development Dr Khaled
Mahdi said that the Horeca exhibition has
been successful for nine years and con-
tributes to the growth of a number of the
most vital sectors for people’s lives and
their food security, health, welfare and

prosperity.
He stressed that the exhibition is in line

with the development plan inspired by the
vision of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which
focuses on mobilizing all efforts to trans-
form Kuwait into a leading regional finan-
cial, commercial and cultural hub by 2035.
“The Kuwait Vision 2035 also stresses the
necessity of creating an investment attract-
ing environment, encouraging the private
sector to lead development, providing it
with the suitable business environment,
diversifying the production base and devel-
oping national tourism. However, all these
require sufficient flourishing of activities,”
he added.

Mahdi noted that tourism is one of the
non-oil revenue-creating sectors, and is
bound to improve with time according to
the projections of the World Travel and
Tourism Council, which predicts a 4.8 per-
cent annual growth until 2028. He explained
that this rate will be enhanced with the

transformation of the country into a finan-
cial and commercial hub, and with the Silk
Road project in cooperation with China out
of the strategic partnership in the frame-
work of the Belt and Road initiative.

“The development we believe in and
pursue aims to eventually improve the stan-
dard of living and welfare of our people. We
are well aware that the flourishing of the
economy, the entertainment and hospitality
services and other ambitions in ‘New
Kuwait’ will reflect positively on the
improvement of the quality of life for all cit-
izens,” Mahdi said. In conclusion, he added
that Kuwait is rich in the potential of its
strong-willed youth who comprise more
than 70 percent of the population. 

Nabila Al Anjari, Head of Horeca
Kuwait’s organizing committee and General
Manager of Leaders Group for Consulting
and Development Company, said in her
speech, “Today, we celebrate achieving
record and comprehensive success indica-
tors in terms of the number and categories

of sponsors, participants, contestants in the
cooking competitions and online applica-
tions to visit the exhibition. There has been
a marked increase in outside interest, not
just through the participation of interna-
tional brands and products, but also
through the participation for the first time
of several foreign business councils.”

“Horeca Kuwait has made a qualitative
and quantitative leap and defied many
obstacles,” she indicated. “This leap is more
valuable because it was achieved at a time
when tourism in Kuwait, unlike all countries
in the region and the world, was not receiv-
ing sufficient attention.”

“As a result, the contribution of tourism
in Kuwait, which affects hospitality in gen-
eral, remains limited at 2.8 percent in 2018
and under KD 1 billion, while the percent-
age is much higher in other GCC countries,”
she added. “UAE topped the global rate
with tourism and travel contributing over 12
percent of GDP, while Saudi Arabia has
gone a long way towards implementing its

strategy of raising tourism contribution
from three to 10 percent in 10 years with
the creation of 1.5 million jobs mostly for
the youth. Meanwhile, this percentage is up
10 percent in Bahrain and Qatar. Likewise,
Oman is implementing its strategy of
increasing the contribution of tourism and
travel from under six percent in 2017 to
nine percent in the next few years.”

“Statistics and figures confirm that we
are witnessing global and regional trends
from which Kuwait cannot remain isolat-
ed,” she proclaimed. “They also reflect that
tourism, travel, hospitality and entertain-
ment in the more advanced, growing and
rich countries provide major contribution
to economic, social and cultural develop-
ment.” She also urged Kuwait to keep up
with the growth and development of the
tourism and travel industry in the region as
studies expect the direct contribution of
tourism in the GCC region to increase
from $58 million in 2018 to $120 million in
2027.

Officials tour the exhibition. Judges of the cooking competition. Food displayed at the exhibition.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry said yesterday
that Britain’s impending withdrawal from
the European Union (EU) is a “viable”
opportunity for better trade ties with
the UK. Kuwait has made palpable
progress over introducing more simpli-
fied business procedures, which would
prove instrumental in improving the
country’s ties with the UK, according to
chamber member Dr Dharar Al-Ghanem.
Kuwait and Britain have witnessed a

milestone in their historic relationship,
having recently marked the 120th
anniversary of the Anglo-Kuwaiti
Agreement of 1899, which was the cata-
lyst for stronger bilateral ties, he said
amid a meeting with a UK trade delega-
tion headed by British Ambassador
Michael Davenport. Britain views
Kuwait as an important trade partner,
said the envoy, who heaped praise on
the country for the meteoric growth it
has recently achieved. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry officials meet with
members of a UK trade delegation yesterday. — KUNA photos
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Kuwait Chamber of Commerce
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KUWAIT: Kuwait, represented by Sheikha
Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, a leading social-
educational activist, will partake in the United
Nations Day of Education, due at the UN head-
quarters in New York, on January 24, 2020.
Sheikha Intisar said, in press remarks yesterday,
that her planned participation in the internation-
al event would be in response to an invitation
from President of 74th session of United
Nations General Assembly, Dr Tijjani
Muhammad Bande. This invitation came after
Bande’s visit to Kuwait in December 2019,
Sheikha Intisar said.

Sheikha Intisar will participate in the UN

Informal Interactive Dialogue on celebrating the
International Day of Education. She will discuss
experience of applying ‘Bareeq’ and
‘Boomerang’ educational programs in public and
private schools in Kuwait. The forthcoming
event will shed light at the good, comprehensive
education harmonization with sustainable devel-
opment aims, which would be a great opportu-
nity to exchange expertise and ideas among
participants, she said. The UN great interest
offered to good education comes out of the 26th
article of The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR), which indicates that “Everyone
has the right to education,” she added.

Kuwait is distinguished and developed in
applying sustainable development objectives,
and comes at the top among nations in free edu-
cation for citizens, she affirmed. Moreover,
Sheikha Intisar will tackle targets of ‘Al-Nuwair’
education program during her participation, as
it works on boosting good and comprehensive
education in Kuwait and will look at its positive
impact on students’ manners. She also men-

tioned that ‘Bareeq’ program is applied in 49
public schools, including more than 11,000 stu-
dents and 500 teachers and is included in the
country’s 2035 development plan.

Meanwhile, ‘Boomerang’ educational pro-
gram is applied on 15,100 students in 33
schools through theatrical shows that spread
awareness against bulling. The program trains
76 teachers on kindness methods and means of
spreading this value in schools, she added.
Sheikha Intisar endorsed the UN’s distin-
guished efforts to decrease the number of chil-
dren unable to continue education as there are
262 million children outside schools’ walls
worldwide. She expressed her deepest thanks
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, notably
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, for supporting non-prof-
it institutions including Al-Nuwair institution.
She also thanked the UN Secretary General
Representative and Resident Coordinator to
Kuwait Dr Tareq Al-Sheikh for the care he
offers to Al-Nuwair Institution. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
Molecular Imaging Center (JAC), one
of the centers of Kuwait Foundation
for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS), announced receiving the
European Association of Nuclear
Medicine Research Ltd (EARL) cer-
tificate in molecular imaging, after
meeting the European positron
imaging quality standards. Director
of JAC Dr Fahad Marafi said that the
EARL certificate showed the level
and efficiency of medical imaging.
JAC was the only center in Kuwait
specialized in producing unique
radioactive materials, according to
internationally accredited terms, for
Good Manufacturing Practice
(GMP), certified and approved by
the Ministry of Health (MoH), Marafi

said. Meanwhile, Head of JAC’s
Nuclear Medicine Department Dr
Mahmoud Alfeeli, confirmed that
they are keen on bringing their
health services to international levels.
This comes in line with MoH’s plan to
provide the best medical services to
patients, conforming to worldwide
standards, Alfeeli added. In turn,
Head of the Nuclear Medicine
Physics Unit at JAC Hanan Al-Dosari
said that they conducted the neces-
sary tests to obtain this certificate
for a full year. JAC finally began pro-
ducing the latest radioactive positron
material to film the division of can-
cerous tumors, to be the first medical
center in the Middle East to produce
this substance, while being GMP
certified. — KUNA

Kuwaiti imaging center earns European certificate


