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Arab ministers
meet on preventing
hate speech 
KUWAIT: An Arab committee of experts including the
councils of interior and justice ministers came to a close
on Sunday issuing a guiding bill on preventing hate
speech. Kuwait’s Ministry of Justice said in a statement
that the meeting held late Wednesday and Thursday
approved the recommendation and referred it to the
executive offices of the two councils to take appropriate

decisions in this matter. The bill, which was prepared by
Kuwait’s Ministry of Justice, includes a definition of hate
speech, words stirring sectarian seditions or ideas call-
ing for discrimination between groups and individuals.
The draft law contains also a meaning of discrimination
consistent in its contents with international definitions
with the aim of combating all forms of hate speech of
which discrimination is often an important reason. The
definition calls for combating all discrimination, exclu-
sion, restriction or preference in all areas of life. The
second chapter of the bill criminalizes all audio, visual or
electronic means used in hate speech. The draft law
punishes the legal person if he or she commits crimes
stipulated in this law. The law also urges educational and
religious institutions to spread the culture of tolerance,
reject hate speech and promote dialogue. — KUNA

Zain continues
partnership with
Kuwait Food Bank
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced the continuation of its support to the
humanitarian efforts exerted by the Kuwait Food Bank.
Zain’s continuous support comes as part of its strategic
partnership with the bank, which organizes many relief
campaigns inside and outside of Kuwait.  

Zain spares no efforts to achieve its comprehensive
corporate sustainability and social responsibility strategy
that closely focuses on supporting humanitarian initiatives.
The company strongly believes that launching and sup-
porting humanitarian initiatives helps to infuse a sense of
responsibility into members of the society, and help sup-
port those who are in need of help.

Zain recently allocated the entire proceeds of this year’s
Waqf to the humanitarian efforts and campaigns of the
Kuwait Food Bank, including the distribution of food bas-
kets and essential winter needs to underprivileged individ-
uals and families. This has led The Kuwait Awqaf Public

Foundation (KAPF) to recognize Zain last month.  Zain
expressed its pride in this recognition from KAPF, which
further highlights the company’s commitment in enriching
the culture of giving and social contribution through
launching humanitarian campaigns and supporting initia-
tives adopted by leading non-profit organizations inside
and outside of Kuwait. Zain prides itself on the long track
of records and contributions it has put in philanthropic
areas over the years, being one of the leading companies
in the private sector. 

The Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation recognized Zain
in 2018 for its role as one of the first Kuwaiti companies to
dedicate a KD 1 million Waqf at KAPF since 1996 as
endorsed by the Board of Directors, where all of the
Waqf’s annual proceeds are dedicated for various charity
programs every year. Last year’s entire proceeds were
dedicated to the humanitarian efforts of the Kuwait Food
Bank both inside and outside of Kuwait. Such efforts
included distributing meals, holding iftar banquets, offering
food baskets, as well as conducting relief campaigns all
year round. 

Zain is proud of its long list of programs and contribu-
tions that serve noble causes through strategically part-
nering with entities that adopt humanitarian work, includ-
ing non-profit organizations, governmental institutions,
and global entities.

KUWAIT: Zain and Kuwait Food Bank officials during the preparation of winter essentials. 

KUWAIT: Restating grilling as a constitutional right, the
Kuwaiti Cabinet yesterday voiced utter confidence in the
ability of Minister of Social Affairs Ghadeer Aseeri to
address a grilling at parliament today. The Cabinet also
said it totally backs the minister, reassuring that her stand
versus the aspects of the
interpellation is unquestion-
ably sound. The Cabinet made
the remark in a press state-
ment following its customary
weekly meeting presided over
by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
The minister of social affairs
made a briefing during the
meeting on all the points and
facts of the query motion, filed
by MP Adel Al-Damkhi.

At the onset of the weekly meeting, the Cabinet
approved a draft decree pertinent to an air service
agreement between Kuwait and Rwanda, in addition to a
draft decree bearing on the extended term of Kuwaiti
representatives of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
advisory body for three years. Internationally, the
Kuwaiti Cabinet congratulated Guatemala President
Alejandro Giammattei on his recent inauguration, wishing

him the best of luck and the people of Guatemala more
progress and welfare. It also congratulated Croatian
President Zoran Milanovic on victory in the recent presi-
dential election.

The Cabinet further voiced sympathy with the
Philippine government over the
impacts of a volcano that hit
Manila recently, while emphati-
cally condemned a recent ter-
rorist attack in Somalia, which
left dozens of military personnel
and civil ians either dead or
injured. The Kuwaiti ministers
denounced a recent ballistic
attack by Yemen Houthi militia
on a military camp in the east-
ern Yemeni city of Marib, which
caused heavy casualties. In this

regard, the ministers vehemently denounced such a crimi-
nal act that reflected the determination of Houthis group
to pursue disrupting Yemen’s security and stability and
intimidating innocents. It called on the international com-
munity to move earnestly to put an end to these criminal
acts and the protracted conflict in Yemen. Finally, the
Cabinet voiced sympathy with Algeria and Czech over the
victims of a vehicle accident and a fire that took place
there respectively. — KUNA

Kuwait govt trusts minister’s
arguments against grilling

Minister’s stand versus interpellation unquestionably sound: Cabinet

Memo signed to
send Kuwaitis on
PhD scholarships
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Secretariat General of the Supreme
Council of Planning and Development yesterday signed
a memo of understanding with the ministry of higher
education to dispatch Kuwaiti students on scholarships
to get PhDs in cognitive economies and knowledge and
creativity management as part of the National
Knowledge Economy Center’s programs. 

The memo was signed by Minister of Finance and
Acting Minster of State for Economic Affairs Mariam
Al-Aqeel and Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi in the
presence of the secretary general of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development Khaled Mahdi.
Aqeel said that the memo was signed because the

supreme council’s secretariat general supervises the
‘Kuwait Knowledge Seat’ within the activities of the
NKEC and the ministry of higher education.  Aqeel
added that according  to the memo, students meeting
the set conditions would be dispatched on four-year
scholarships to get PhD degrees in cognitive
economies and knowledge and creativity management.
She pointed out that the Kuwait Knowledge Seat is an
NKEC program that targets investment in national
manpower, giving them access to scientific research
resources to improve the productivity of scientific
research within Kuwait.

Aqeel added as one of the leading projects in the
region, the search engine project is one specialized in
cognitive economies that aims at enabling national scien-
tific researchers to produce more scientific researches
through access to international scientific journal and peri-
odical websites.  Harbi said the agreement enhances com-
munal partnership, namely in the field of cognitive
economies, which already need substantial leaps to help
Kuwait face the challenge of exploring new economic
opportunities and put an end to relying on one source of
income. “Therefore, cognitive economies are an integral
part of a national vision and an educational necessity,” he

underlined. Mahdi also expressed his joy on signing the
memo and explained that the program ensures dispatch-
ing scholarships upon coordination with the ministry of
higher education. He also noted that special committees
would be formed to set the selection conditions. 

Municipality allowances
Head of the Kuwait Municipality employees’ syndi-

cate Mohammed Abdullah Al-Aradah said the munici-
pality had contacted the Civil Services Commission
(CSC) on Jan 19 concerning the payment of hazard, pol-
lution and noise allowances for gravediggers, undertak-
ers and drivers working at the funeral department.
Aradah added that according to the Civil Services
Commission resolution number 13/2012, allowances
demanded are KD 35 for each of the above categories.
Separately, the Capital municipality inspection team
conducted a field tour to inspect all violations of state
property and those committed by stores and various
installations. In this regard, team leader Zaid Al-Enezi
said the campaign resulted in filing five citations for
unlicensed ads, issuing four warning notices for public
property violations and dealing with eight complaints
reported through the team’s hotline. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Ministers Mariam Al-Aqeel (right) and Saud Al-Harbi sign
the memo of understanding. — KUNA


