
L o c a l Tuesday, January 21, 2020

3

Total or temporary labor deployment ban?
Filipinos in Kuwait in state of confusion

Philippines told Kuwait not pursuing ban for skilled, unskilled workers
By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Confusion overshadowed the Philippine
labor deployment ban to Kuwait when visiting
Phil ippine Special Envoy to the Middle East
Abdullah Mamao announced late Sunday during a
Filipino community meeting that Senator Bong Go
has agreed to implement a temporary ban instead
of a total deployment ban. 

“I have been in constant communication with the
office of the president through Senator Bong Go;
he advised me that as far as the earlier decision (to
implement a total ban) is concerned, it has now
changed to a temporary
ban. Ski l led and semi-
skilled workers can now be
deployed to Kuwait. I am
waiting for the f inal
announcement of this new
development from the
office of the president, as
we are not pursuing the
ban for ski l led and
unskilled workers, includ-
ing professionals. I hope
there wil l  be changes
because I relayed this information to Kuwait,”
Mamao told several Filipino community leaders at
the embassy.  

However, in an interview on government radio in
Manila, Philippines Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) Secretary Silvestre Bello III
said he is not in favor of a temporary ban since the
implementation of the total ban was based on the
autopsy of the gruesome murder of Filipina house-
maid Jeanelyn Villavende. 

“I spoke to Secretary Mamao and told him
about my decision with regards to our earlier reso-
lution by the governing board of the Philippines
Overseas Employment Administration (POEA) that
we implemented on January 15. It was a total
deployment ban and it will stay. It covers all work-
ers, including skilled, semi-skilled and profession-
als. No more deployment - we are only allowing
returning skilled workers and professionals to go
back to Kuwait if they are vacationing here. They
can go back to their workplaces, but we won’t
allow domestic helpers to return, including semi-
skilled workers,” he said.   

Bello was asked if  he
had spoken to Mamao
regarding his announce-
ment in Kuwait late
Sunday. “Yes, I spoke to
him and explained to him
why the total  ban was
implemented. He told me
that the total ban should
be implemented only for
domestic helpers. But I
replied that we should
study his proposal first,

because the total deployment ban was a result of a
gruesome murder of our fellow countrywoman in
Kuwait and the alleged cover-up done in the
autopsy of the body of Jeanelyn Villavende. It was-
n’t the real result, as shown in the autopsy of the
body by our National Bureau of Investigation,”
Bello argued. 

“Thirdly, the president in 2018 had declared a
total deployment ban to Kuwait because of the
death of Joana Demafeles (whose body was found

in the freezer of her employer). It was only lifted
when the Kuwaiti government agreed to sign a
memorandum of agreement with the Philippine
government. In that agreement, we specifically cit-
ed that we should have our own standard employ-
ment contract to be signed by the employers, our
workers and the foreign recruitment agency
including the Philippine employment agency. Till
now it is not being implemented, among others. So
that we can be assured of the welfare of our coun-
trymen, we have to agree on that and implement it
once and for all. I told Secretary Mamao that I am
ready to talk to them so we can give total protec-
tion to our workers,” Bello said. 

On Jan 15, DOLE together with POEA decided
to impose a total ban on the deployment of new-
ly-hired workers to Kuwait, including domestic
helpers and ski l led and unski l led laborers .
However, returning skilled workers and profes-
sionals are exempted from the ban, but domestic
helpers and semi-skilled workers who are on
vacation will not be allowed to return to their
sponsors. Manila had implemented a partial ban
on domestic helpers bound to Kuwait on Jan 3 as
its immediate response to the killing of Villavende
by her sponsor.

The killing of Villavende is the latest in a series
of abuses faced by Filipino workers in the Middle
East, the main destination for about 3,000 Filipinos
who leave the country daily on temporary foreign
work permits. Women tend to work as domestic
workers while men are mostly employed in con-
struction and other sectors. Around 10 million
Filipinos are migrant workers overseas and their
remittances account for more than 10 percent of
the country’s GDP.

Domestic helpers
will not return

Ministry wants ‘printing’ vans removed

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality received a letter from
the commerce ministry with regards to mobile vans that
offer printing services and operate in front of govern-
ment departments, saying this phenomenon is on the
rise, as they are operating without a licenses from the
minister or the municipality. It said these carts are an
eyesore, as many of them are using vital public roads.
The letter said removing those vans is the responsibility
of the Municipality, so concerned authorities must be
informed to remove violations. — Al-Qabas

Subsidized hamour?

KUWAIT: Informed sources said the ministry of com-
merce and industry is contemplating the inclusion of
certain types of fish in ration supplies of subsidized
foods, most notably hamour, adding the move will not
cost public funds any additional monies. They said pro-
viding it on the ration card guarantees that it goes to
citizens and those who benefit from the card at the
lowest prices. — Al-Rai

Hospital operational costs

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah
said 15 percent of Jaber Hospital is operating to serve
South Surra residents, with the operational sections
equipped at a cost of KD 19 million. The minister, in an
answer to a parliamentary question, said legal proce-
dures were followed in signing hospital equipment con-
tracts, adding there were no change in orders of med-
ical equipment supplies. — Al-Rai

News in brief

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: An Ethiopian labor delega-
tion is due to arrive to Kuwait by the
end of this month to discuss the mecha-
nism of sending Ethiopian domestic
helpers to work in the Gulf state
according to conditions to be set and
accepted by both countries, said
informed sources. The sources added
that the delegation briefed Kuwaiti offi-
cials about their conditions including a
minimum monthly salary of KD 100, a
weekly day off, ensuring human rights
in terms of living conditions and good
treatment, compensation in case of
harm, free flight tickets for vacations
and a one-way ticket on terminating the
contract. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti side condi-
tioned that maids be qualified for the
job and be free of any health or psy-
chological disorders, which had caused
problems for some Kuwaiti families,
including assaults. Further, the sources
said both sides might agree on using
certain domestic labor agencies or Al-
Durra company to recruit the Ethiopian
maids after subjecting them to medical
tests in Ethiopia under the supervision
of Kuwait’s embassy there. “Ethiopia
stressed that it has organized special
training courses for laborers wishing to
work abroad,” the sources added, not-
ing that the ban on Ethiopian maids
could be lifted by the middle of this
year if both sides manage to reach an
agreement. 

Iran holds fishermen
The Iranian Revolutionary Guards

have detained three Kuwaiti fishing
boats with 11 fishermen on board over
charges of entering Iranian national
waters, said Anadolu News Agency.
According to the agency, the three
boats approached the coast of
Mahshahr in Khuzestan province,
where the fishermen were arrested and
referred to courts after interrogation.
In this regard, Kuwaiti diplomatic
sources stressed that none of the fish-
ermen is Kuwaiti and that they are all
Asians. “Procedures are ongoing
according to norms in such cases and
both the fishermen and boats will be

released soon,” the sources underlined. 

‘Unified’ break
Minister of Education Saud Al-Harbi

ordered forming a special committee to
study synchronizing the midterm vaca-
tion for students of the Ministry of
Education (MoE), Kuwait University
(KU) and the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training
(PAAET). The committee headed by
Harbi himself includes elements from
MoE, KU and PAAET to study the pos-
sibility of rescheduling vacations in a
bid to facilitate matters for families and
help all family members enjoy the
‘spring vacation’ together regardless of
the stage of education of their children.
Notably, Harbi’s decision comes in
response to public and parliamentary
criticism for the current holiday sched-
ule, which disrupts family plans to enjoy
the vacation together. 

MEW budget
Chairman of the parliamentary

budgets and final statement committee
MP Adnan Abdulsamad said the largest
number of remarks made by the State
Audit Bureau reports involve the
Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW). “Most remarks involve public
funds and the ministry has to form spe-
cial committee to investigate these vio-
lations” he said, adding that MEW had
not been properly cooperating with the
Audit Bureau. 

Abdulsamad explained that the com-
mittee discussed MEW’s final statement
for the fiscal year 2018-2019, which
indicated that the ministry’s total
spending was KD 2.5 billion, while rev-
enues were only KD 382 million. “The
committee found that MEW still did not
assess its real estate assets despite pre-
vious directives demanding so,”
Abdulsamad said, noting that the Audit
Bureau made 129 remarks about MEW.
“Most remarks involved the ministry’s
tenders and projects contracts and the
ministry has to protect its rights by fin-
ing contractors falling behind sched-
ule,” Abdulsamad added, noting that
MEW’s uncollected debts are KD 323
million resulting from inaccurate read-
ings of power consumption meters.  

Kuwait, Ethiopia to discuss
lifting maids’ ban

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A disabled woman was res-
cued from a fire in an Ahmadi area
house yesterday. Ahmadi and Fahaheel
fire stations’ men responded to an emer-
gency call, and found out the fire had
started in the bedroom. The house was
evacuated, and the disabled woman was

taken out and handed to paramedics,
before the fire was put out. In a separate
case, a ranch in Kabd caught fire, so
Kabd fire station men responded and
found out the blaze started in a ware-
house containing air conditioners. The
fire was contained and put out.
Investigations were opened to reveal the
causes of the fires.

Disabled woman rescued
from Ahmadi fire


