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China confirms new SARS-like  
coronavirus strain is contagious

Fears of major outbreak as millions travel for Lunar New Year holiday
BEIJING: A SARS-like virus that has spread across 
China and reached three other Asian nations is conta-
gious between humans, a government expert said yes-
terday, fuelling fears of a major outbreak as millions 
travel for the Lunar New Year holiday. The new coron-
avirus strain, first discovered in the central city of 
Wuhan, has caused alarm because of its connection to 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which 
killed nearly 650 people across mainland China and 
Hong Kong in 2002-2003. 

The total number of people diagnosed with the virus 
rose to 218, as Beijing and Shanghai confirmed their 
first cases yesterday while more than a dozen more 
emerged in southern Guangdong province and 136 new 
ones were found over the weekend in Wuhan, accord-
ing to state broadcaster CCTV. A third person died in 
Wuhan, the local health commission said. 

Scientists have scrambled to determine the mode of 
transmission, with a seafood market in Wuhan believed 
to be the center of the outbreak. But Zhong Nanshan, a 
renowned scientist at the National Health Commission 
who helped expose the scale of the SARS outbreak, 
said patients could contract the new virus without hav-
ing visited the city. “Currently, it can be said it is affir-
mative that there is the phenomenon of 
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By B Izzak  
 

KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday intensified their 
criticism of Finance Minister Mariam Al-Aqeel for 
saying there is a need to revise the wages of civil ser-
vants and consider imposing taxes and charges. MP 
Abdulwahab Al-Babtain disputed the figures provid-
ed by the minister while presenting the new budget 
for 2020/2021, saying there is always a difference of 
more than one billion dinars between actual and gov-
ernment figures. He also disputed what the minister 
said, that government departments demanded KD 27 
billion and that the ministry reduced the figure to KD 
22.5 billion, doubting this huge figure could be right. 

Babtain said that touching the wages of Kuwaitis 
is a red line, adding that “don’t think about borrowing  
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WUHAN, China: Medical staff members carry a patient into the Jinyintan Hospital, where patients infected by a myste-
rious SARS-like virus are being treated on Jan 18, 2020. — zAFP  


