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That document also urges all parties to re-commit to 

a much-violated UN arms embargo and raises the 
prospect of intra-Libyan political talks in Geneva at the 
end of the month. But with warnings multiplying that 
pledges are often little respected in reality, calls have 
grown for international monitors to police the promises. 

Libya has been torn by fighting between rival armed 
factions since a 2011 NATO-backed uprising killed dic-
tator Muammar Gaddafi. Most recently, Sarraj’s troops 
in Tripoli have been under attack since April from 
Haftar’s forces. Clashes since April have killed more than 
280 civilians and 2,000 fighters and displaced tens of 
thousands, until a fragile ceasefire backed by both 
Ankara and Moscow was put in place on January 12. 

In the latest apparent ceasefire violation, GNA forces 
yesterday accused Haftar’s militia of opening fire on 
them in southern Tripoli. Sarraj has issued a plea for 
international “protection troops” if Haftar were to keep 
up his offensive, echoing a similar call by the EU’s chief 
diplomat Josep Borrell, who stressed that monitors must 
be present to check that any ceasefire and weapons 
embargo are respected. 

With the idea gathering pace, Brit ish Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said London would be ready 
to send “people and experts” to help monitor a Libya 
ceasefire. Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte like-
wise said his country “is ready to bring its contribu-
tion”. Russia also appeared open to the idea, with 
President Vladimir Putin’s special representative 
Mikhail Bogdanov saying that the “idea must be dis-
cussed on the basis of consensus.”  

Although Sarraj’s government is recognized by the 
UN, powerful players have broken away to stand behind 
Haftar - turning a domestic conflict into what some have 
described as a proxy war in which international powers 
jostle to secure their own interests. Russia has been 
accused of sending in mercenaries to help Haftar as 
Moscow seeks to extend its influence in the region, alle-
gations it denies. 

For Turkey, the fall of Sarraj’s GNA could jeopardize 
a maritime boundary agreement the parties signed. It 
gives Ankara extensive rights over the eastern 
Mediterranean where the recent discovery of undersea 
gas reserves has triggered a scramble by littoral states. 
Erdogan has repeatedly urged Europe to stand united 
behind Sarraj’s government, warning that Tripoli’s fall 
could allow groups like the Islamic State or Al-Qaeda to 
regroup. He has also cautioned that further unrest could 
prompt a new wave of migrants to head for Europe. 
Underlining the stakes involved, German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas said “we have to make sure Libya 
doesn’t become a second Syria.” — AFP 
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“Iranian airspace is important for all carriers in this 

region,” said Adil Al-Ghaith, Emirates’ senior vice presi-
dent, commercial operations, Gulf, Middle East and Iran. 
Dubai-based Emirates and sister carrier flydubai togeth-
er serve 10 cities in Iran and Iraq, and have continued to 
use the airspace of both countries for other flights. 
Kuwait Airways and Abu Dhabi-based Etihad Airways 
have continued using Iranian and Iraqi airspace. 

“We will continue to fly to Iran because Iran is an 
important country to us and it is our neighbor and we 
want to serve the people of Iran,” Qatar Airways Chief 
Executive Akbar Al-Baker said on the sidelines of a 
Kuwait aviation conference. Qatar has forged closer 
economic ties with Iran since 2017 when neighboring 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and other Arab 
states cut relations with Doha in a diplomatic row. The 
Qatari state carrier turned to Iranian airspace to keep 

its network that flies through its Doha hub operating. 
At the same time, many other international carriers 

have rerouted flights to avoid Iraq and Iran since the 
military strikes this month, including Lufthansa, Air 
France, Singapore Airlines and Qantas. Some regional 
carriers have also rerouted changed their routes. 
Bahrain’s Gulf Air has redirected European flights away 
from Iraqi airspace and now flies longer, more fuel-
consuming routes over Saudi Arabia and Egypt. “We 
want to take the safest option even if it costs us a little 
bit more for a period of time. We can live with that,” 
Gulf Air Deputy Chief Executive Waleed Abdulhameed 
Al-Alawi told Reuters. 

The UAE regulator told its carriers - Emirates, 
Etihad, flydubai and Air Arabia - this month to “evalu-
ate flight path risks” although it said it was up to the 
airlines to make the final decision on the routes they 
chose. “Gulf carriers face a big challenge but that does-
n’t mean that risks can be taken - even if that inflicts 
damage on the business model,” independent aviation 
consultant John Strickland said. Ukrainian International 
Airlines flight 752, bound for Kiev, was shot down in 
error after taking off from Tehran on Jan. 8, killing all 
176 people aboard. Iran said on Saturday it was send-
ing the black boxes to Ukraine. — Reuters 
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 gruesome aftermath of the attack. Body parts can 

be seen on the floor, among shredded debris, and with 
blood pooled on the carpet and spattered against the 
walls. The drone and missile strike came a day after 
coalition-backed government forces launched a large-
scale operation against the Houthis in the Nihm region, 
north of Sanaa. Fighting in Nihm was ongoing yester-
day, a military source said according to the official 
Saba news agency. “Dozens from the (Houthi) militia 
were killed and injured,” the source added.  

Yemeni President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi con-
demned the “cowardly and terrorist” attack on the 
mosque, Saba reported. “The disgraceful actions of the 
Houthi militia without a doubt confirm its unwillingness 
to (achieve) peace, because it knows nothing but death 
and destruction and is a cheap Iranian tool in the 
region,” it quoted Hadi as saying.  

The president also stressed the importance of 
increasing military vigilance “to foil hostile and 
destructive plans and maintain security and stabili-
ty”. The Houthis did not make any immediate claim of 
responsibility and the Saba report did not give a 
death toll. The uptick in violence comes shortly after 
United Nations envoy Martin Griffiths welcomed a 
sharp reduction in air strikes and the movement of 
ground forces. 

“We are surely, and I hope this is true and I hope it 
will remain so, witnessing one of the quietest periods of 
this conflict,” he said in a briefing to the UN Security 
Council on Thursday. “Experience however tells us that 
military de-escalation cannot be sustained without 
political progress between the parties, and this has 
become the next challenge.” 

A year after Yemen’s warring sides agreed to a UN-
brokered truce for the key Red Sea port city of 
Hodeida and its surroundings, fighting in the province 
has subsided but the slow implementation of the deal 
has quashed hopes for an end to the conflict. The land-
mark agreement signed in Sweden in Dec 2018 had 
been hailed as Yemen’s best chance so far to end the 
fighting that has pushed the country to the brink of 
famine.  

Tens of thousands of people, mostly civilians, have 
been killed and millions displaced in the war that has 
ravaged the country, triggering what the UN describes 
as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Saudi Arabia 
and its allies intervened in the conflict to back the gov-
ernment against the Houthis in March 2015, shortly 
after the rebels seized control of Sanaa. A senior UN 
official warned Thursday that certain key factors that 
threatened to trigger a famine in Yemen last year were 
once again looming large, including a plunge in the val-
ue of the national currency. 

“With a rapidly depreciating rial and disrupted 
salary payments, we are again seeing some of the 
key conditions that brought Yemen to the brink of 
famine a year ago,” Ramesh Rajasingham, who coor-
dinates humanitarian aid in Yemen, told the UN 
Security Council. “We must not let that happen 
again,” he said. — AFP 
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education and health services and sell public companies. 

He also charged that the government is using the deficit as a 
pretext to borrow and to show that mismanagement of 
government agencies is because of the shortfall. 

Muwaizri also threatened to grill HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah if a top 
Kuwaiti bank completes the acquisition of another bank. 

He said four government bodies together own over 48 
percent of the bank and the planned acquisition involves 
suspicions and clash of interests, adversely affecting 
public funds. MP Adasani also threatened to grill 
Electricity and Water Minister Khaled Al-Fadhel after 
he allegedly failed to provide details about a contract at 
a power station for a consortium of two companies.  

MP Adel Al-Damkhi meanwhile sent explanations 
demanded by Minister of Social Affairs and Labor 
Ghadeer Al-Aseeri over a grilling Damkhi filed against 
her. In his reply, Damkhi insisted that the grilling is very 
clear and is based on events that took place after the 
minister had been sworn in, and accordingly the grilling 
is in line with the constitution. The grilling is scheduled 
to be debated tomorrow after a two-week delay.

MPs keep up 
pressure...
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On Twitter, the security forces called for protesters to 

avoid throwing “explosives and stones” at personnel. The 
majority of protesters huddled nearby, in rain coats or 
bright waterproof ponchos, with some clutching umbrellas. 

Earlier, a 34-year-old protester called Mazen said he 
and others were “fed up with politicians”. “After three 
months of revolution, they have proven to us that they 
don’t change, don’t listen, and have nothing to give,” he 
said. On Saturday, at least 377 people were wounded - 
both protesters and members of the security forces -
according to a toll compiled by AFP from figures pro-
vided by the Red Cross and Civil Defense. An AFP pho-
tographer at the scene said security forces fired rubber 
bullets at stone-throwing protesters as thick clouds of 
tear gas covered central Beirut. 

Yesterday, local television aired the testimonies of 
relatives of two young men they said were hit in the 
eyes by rubber bullets. Human Rights Watch con-
demned what it  cal led “the brutal use of force 
unleashed by Lebanon’s riot police against largely 
peaceful demonstrators”. “Riot police showed a bla-
tant disregard for their human rights obligations, 
instead launching tear gas canisters at protesters’ 
heads, firing rubber bullets in their eyes and attacking 
people at hospitals and a mosque,” said its deputy 

Middle East director Michael Page. The authorities 
must act quickly “to end this culture of impunity for 
police abuse”, he said. 

Saturday’s clashes began after dozens of protesters 
threw stones and plant pots at security forces, and tried 
to charge police lines near parliament with traffic signs. 
The security forces responded with water cannon and 
thick tear gas. Protesters had called for a week of 
“anger” over the political leadership’s failure to form a 
new government even as the country sinks deeper into 
a financial crisis. 

The state-run National News Agency said around 
30 people were briefly detained after the violence 
Saturday. Security forces said they had opened a probe 
after a video shared online showed police beating up 
people believed to be protesters as they were brought 
to a Beirut police station. “Another day without a gov-
ernment, another night of violence and clashes,” UN 
envoy to Lebanon Jan Kubis said on Twitter. 

Outgoing prime minister Saad Hariri, who stepped 
down on Oct 29, urged political parties to “stop wast-
ing time”. “Form a government and pave the way 
towards political and economic solutions,” he said. 
Political factions agreed on Dec 19 to appoint former 
education minister Hassan Diab as the new premier but 
have since squabbled over proposed ministers. Diab 
yesterday evening met President Michel Aoun to dis-
cuss the matter, NNA said. Protesters have demanded a 
new government be comprised solely of independent 
experts, and exclude all established political parties. 
The World Bank has warned the poverty rate in 
Lebanon could rise from a third to half of the popula-
tion if the political crisis is not resolved soon. — AFP  

Protesters  
regroup after...

DOHA: Gas-rich Qatar signed a $470-million deal yesterday 
to build its first solar energy plant, capable of meeting up to 
one-tenth of peak national power demand. The Al-Kharsaah 
plant, near the capital, is a 10-sq-km joint venture with French 
and Japanese partners due for completion in 2022 ahead of 
the football World Cup. “Eight times the solar power pledged 
in the World Cup bid will be produced,” Energy Minister 
Saad Al-Kaabi told a media briefing in Doha. 

Qatar’s ruler, Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
vowed at the United Nations last year that the tournament 
would be carbon neutral, but gave little detail on how this 
would be achieved. “Production capacity will be around 800 
megawatts and 10 percent of peak demand,” said Kaabi fol-

lowing a signing ceremony between Qatari state firms, 
France’s Total and Japan’s Marubeni. 

“Eight-hundred megawatts will be the largest (solar pow-
er plant) built by Total,” said the French energy giant’s chief 
executive, Patrick Pouyanne. By contrast, Abu Dhabi’s 
Sweihan plant, one of the world’s largest solar projects, pro-
duces 1,177 megawatts. The capital cost of the venture is 1.7 
billion riyals ($470 million), Kaabi said, with state firms tak-
ing a 60-percent stake and foreign investors 40 percent. 
Marubeni will take 51 percent of the minority holding, while 
Total will have 49 percent. “It’s a pilot project, you have to 
assess how successful it is,” added Kaabi. 

Gulf states, heavily depend on oil and gas, have invested 
tens of billions of dollars in clean energy projects, mainly in 
solar and nuclear. But critics say many such projects are slow 
to get off the drawing board. The United Arab Emirates said 
last week its first nuclear power plant would start operating 
within months after repeated delays to meet safety and reg-
ulatory conditions. — AFP 
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Iraqi anti-government demonstrators block a bridge with debris and burning tyres in the southern Iraqi city of Nasiriya yesterday. — AFP 


