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The young Chinese children and their parents enthralled the audience for two hours with their skillful performance at the National Library of Kuwait. The program was organized by the president of Chinese community Zhang Yongda and the chief
guest, Economic and Commercial Counselor Cheng Young Ru. The Chinese New Year falls on January 25, 2020 celebrating the Year of the Rat.

Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, was hailed as
a breath of fresh air for the royal family
when she married Prince Harry, but the

fairytale quickly turned sour. Saturday’s announce-
ment from the Queen Elizabeth and Buckingham
Palace set the seal on her withdrawal from royal life.
It came less than two weeks after the couple’s shock
announcement that they wanted to step back from
their frontline duties. It had already become clear
that Meghan was struggling to cope with royal life,
especially since the birth of their son Archie last May.

Since entering the family, the 38-year-old former
television star appeared determined to do things her
own way. But in the end, the strictures and scrutiny
that come with the monarchy appeared too much,
spurring her and Harry to take a step back. Meghan
made her name as savvy paralegal Rachel Zane in
the US legal drama series “Suits”, but cultivated a
high profile for herself outside the show. She
became a United Nations advocate for women’s
empowerment and a global ambassador for the
World Vision Canada relief agency.

The Los Angeles-born actress had more than
two million followers on her personal Instagram
account and ran a successful lifestyle blog, The Tig,
but closed them both as she entered the royal family.
Meghan was also revealed as the anonymous blog-
ger behind The Working Actress, which chronicled
the struggles of hustling for parts in Hollywood.
“She’s very focused and someone who has been
very ambitious,” said royal writer Andrew Morton,
who has penned a biography of Meghan. “Her great
phrase is ‘make the change’,” he told AFP.

Ancestors royals and slaves 
Rachel Meghan Markle was born on August 4,

1981 to Thomas Markle, a white, Emmy Award-win-
ning television lighting director who worked on top
US shows like “Married With Children”, and Doria
Ragland, a black social worker and yoga instructor.
On her mother’s side, her ancestors were slaves on
cotton plantations in Georgia. Her mother’s surname
is taken from a slave owner. Meghan’s parents sepa-
rate when she was two and divorced five years later.
She is now estranged from her father and his other
children, her older half-sister and half-brother.

Ahead of the wedding in May 2018, her father set
himself up for staged paparazzi photos which back-
fired, then suffered chest pains and needed heart
surgery, causing him to miss her big day. His leaking
to the press of a handwritten letter from Meghan
pleading with him to stop serially leaking to journal-
ists seems to have done irreparable damage to their
relationship. His actions had, it said, already “broken
my heart into a million pieces”. Meghan went to a

private Catholic girls’ school where she is remem-
bered for her strong sense of right and wrong. Aged
11, her letter-writing campaign got the consumer
goods giant Procter & Gamble to change a wash-
ing-up commercial, referring to people rather than
just women. 

Determined to give herself options, she studied
theatre and international relations at Northwestern
University. The future duchess graduated in 2003,
after which she landed a six-week internship as a
press officer at the US embassy in Argentina.

‘Suits’ springboard 
Returning to Los Angeles, in 2004 she fell in love

with go-getting film producer Trevor Engelson, who
helped her get on the acting ladder as she struggled
for bit parts. They married in Jamaica in 2011. Soon
after their engagement, Meghan had landed her sig-
nature role in “Suits”. While she filmed in Toronto,
her relationship with her then husband became a
long-distance one. A series of flops followed for
Engelson while the struggling actress became a star,
and the marriage collapsed in 2013.

Through a mutual friend, she met Queen
Elizabeth II’s grandson Harry in July 2016 while vis-
iting London. Their romance quickly blossomed on a

whirlwind camping trip to Botswana. After their
engagement was announced in November 2017,
Markle immediately began accompanying Harry on
public events, with a focus on women, youth
empowerment and the Commonwealth.

After their glittering wedding, seen as a moment
of renewal for the royal family, media coverage
became increasingly negative. Reports appeared of
a rift with her sister-in-law Kate, the Duchess of
Cambridge, of her staff quitting in droves, and a
new nickname “Me-Gain” to reflect her allegedly
pushy style. A vastly expensive, celebrity-laden
New York baby shower also attracted criticism.
Surviving in the royal spotlight has proved to be her
toughest role yet. — AFP

Pizza joints and popcorn stands jostle for attention all
along the boardwalk in Ocean City, New Jersey-but
good luck finding a drink. A full century after the

Prohibition era began in America, being dry has become a
trademark for the beachside resort. In between ads for local
churches, signs posted all along the Atlantic serve as a stern
warning to anyone tempted to crack open a beer on the beach:
“Alcoholic beverages prohibited. Strictly enforced. Fine $275.”
Although Prohibition ended nationwide in 1933, the island of
11,000 residents is one of hundreds of American cities and
jurisdictions that continue to ban alcohol sales.

Restaurant menus offer a choice of hot drinks, water and
sodas, and-although as many as 150,000 people flood the
resort during summer weekends-it doesn’t have a single bar.
Founded in the late 19th century by Methodists who wanted to
turn it into a Christian resort, Ocean City is what is known as a
“dry town.”

Alcohol production and sales have been outlawed there
since 1909, a decade before Prohibition was ushered in nation-
wide on January 17, 1920. A century later, very little has
changed. You can drink a glass of wine in the privacy of your
own home, but to do so you need to trek to one of the large
liquor stores strategically placed at the end of the bridges onto
the island-often jammed with traffic during high season.

Tense referendum 
Drinkers or not, residents have embraced their town’s sobri-

ety with a certain pride, particularly in comparison to less vir-
tuous neighbors along the Jersey shore. The city’s slogan is
“America’s greatest family resort.” The casinos and strip clubs
of neighboring Atlantic City, a major hub for organized crime
during Prohibition, are less than half an hour away by car. Most
of the surrounding beaches are filled with hordes of young
partiers. Eric Plyler, a graphic designer who spent his child-
hood vacations in Ocean City, created the “Dry Island” brand
to celebrate its “most unique characteristic.”

The design, drawing visual and verbal inspiration from the
Prohibition era, is emblazoned on mugs, baseball caps and T-
shirts filling the shelves of the 26-year-old’s store on main

street. “People appreciate the fact that it being dry improves
the value of life here, but it doesn’t mean that they don’t like
alcohol,” said the bearded young entrepreneur-himself a fan of
craft beers. “It just means that it’s something that we can hold
on to as a claim to fame.” 

So when a local business owner in 2012 gathered enough
signatures to hold a referendum on whether customers could
bring their own bottle of beer or wine into restaurants, some,
like Drew Fasy, saw it as a threat to the city’s image. “If you
have a successful brand, you don’t mess with it. Nobody is
gonna change McDonald’s golden arches,” said the former real
estate agent. He is adamant about not letting Ocean City go
the way of other Jersey shore towns, which are “built around
alcohol,” in his opinion.

‘Gray area’ 
The 2012 BYOB (“bring your own bottle”) referendum

sharply divided the city. Opponents were accused of being
religious zealots. Supporters of seeking to open the flood
gates to debauchery. Chris and Sharon Hoffmann, owners of
the Captain Bob’s restaurant, said they have been boycotted
for calling for a little more flexibility when it comes to alcohol.
“It was a little nervewracking,” recalled Sharon Hoffman.
“People who would make reservations but not show up. We
had people who smashed our flower pots, someone who sliced
my tire. It was heated.”

As it turned out, the “no” to BYOB won a comfortable two-
thirds majority, but the couple has since found a way to work
around local alcohol laws by privatizing their restaurant.
Patrons pay $10 per year to join the “Foodies Dinner Club” and
are then able to bring their own bottle, as if they were going
over to a friend’s house to eat. Approved by local authorities,
the concept is catching on in the island-where high-end
restaurants are almost nonexistent due to the fact owners are
unable to offer alcoholic beverages with meals.  “Why should I
have to leave the island to get a good dinner?” lamented Chris
Hoffmann. That said neither he nor his wife would dream of
pushing for alcohol to be legalized throughout the city. “You
have to respect the culture,” he said. —AFP

In this file photo Britain’s Prince Harry stands with
his fiancee US actress Meghan Markle as she
shows off her engagement ring whilst they pose for
a photograph in the Sunken Garden at Kensington
Palace in west London, following the announcement
of their engagement. —AFP

A high school team runs down an empty boardwalk in Ocean City, New Jersey. — AFP


