
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Monday, January 20, 2020

7Established 1961 

African states 
seek more say 
in Libya crisis 
NIAMEY, Niger: Victims of increasing
militant attacks, African states bordering
Libya are pushing for more say in efforts
to end the crisis in their northern neigh-
bor whose conflict risks becoming a
growing source of regional instability.
European powers, Turkey and Russia
joined a Libya peace conference in
Berlin yesterday, the latest international
effort to end fighting between eastern
commander Khalifa Haftar and the UN-
recognized government in Tripoli.

African Union Chairman Moussa Faki
also joined the Berlin talks hoping to
bring a focus on the continent’s perspec-
tive, but it will not be an easy mission.
“The neighboring countries like Chad,
Sudan, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, fellow AU
members and beyond are suffering the
consequences” of the crisis, said Ebba
Kalondo, Faki’s spokeswoman. “The AU
has consistently asked for a more central
role in the processes underway, but has
consistently been ignored.”

Sahel and African nations have long
been at the sharp end of Libya’s crisis.
After the NATO-backed rebellion oust-
ed and killed dictator Muammar Gaddafi
in 2011, Libya collapsed into a conflict of

competing armed factions vying for con-
trol. In the chaos, militants and migrant
smugglers expanded their influence.
Libya’s security vacuum allowed the
spread of fighters, arms and explosives
across its borders into Mali, Niger and
Burkina Faso, which face increasing vio-
lence despite a regional campaign to
counter Islamist militancy.

The North African state remains in
chaos, mostly split now between Haftar’s
forces in the east and the UN-recog-
nized government in Tripoli. Haftar’s
forces launched an offensive on the capi-
tal in April. “The international community
is responsible for what is happening to
us through its disastrous decision to
intervene in Libya,” Niger President
Mahamadou Issoufou said in December,
referring to the 2011 NATO campaign.
“Libya is African, we cannot solve the
Libyan problem by keeping the AU on
the sidelines,” he told AFP.

Chad President Idriss Deby said solv-
ing Sahel violence was directly linked to
ending Libya’s instability. “Libya’s
chaos... remains the main source of
destabilization for the whole of the
Sahel,” he said in Rome in December. In
2019, attacks killed 4,000 people in
Burkina, Mali and Niger, despite the
presence of several thousand French
troops, a UN peacekeeping mission in
Mali and the G5 Sahel cooperation
among the armies of five regional
nations. “Africa is looking to get more of
a hearing now with the deterioration of

the security situation in the Sahel,” a
Western diplomat said.

‘Counter-productive’ 
One sign of possible increasing

African involvement is that the African
Union’s Libya committee, inactive for
months, has been back in session in
recent weeks led by Congolese
President Denis Sassou Nguesso. “Libya
is an African country and the victims are
essentially in Africa. So any strategy to
end the Libya crisis that marginalizes the

African continent would be ineffective
and counter-productive,” Sassou
Nguesso said earlier this month.

An emissary of the Congolese head of
state this month travelled to Algeria, a
key country in negotiations between
Libyan rivals, to discuss how to “ener-
gize” the peace process, the Algerian
presidency said. The Algeria talks also
discussed the role of AU on reviving
Libya’s peace process. Algiers has been
long been involved in negotiations with
Libyan factions. —AFP

Israel installing 
sensors along 
Lebanon border 
JERUSALEM: Israel’s army said it would
start drilling to install ground sensors
along its border with Lebanon yesterday, a
year after an operation to destroy tunnels
dug across the frontier. “We are deploying
a defensive system into the ground...in var-
ious locations” along the border,
spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan
Conricus told journalists. Work will get
underway yesterday at the Israeli kibbutz
town of Misgav Am, he said, to deploy the
new noise-detecting technology.

The move comes a year after Israel
concluded a weeks-long operation to
destroy tunnels it accused Lebanese
Shiite group Hezbollah of building. At

least six tunnels were discovered in the
operation dubbed “Northern Shield”
along the border where a United
Nations peacekeeping force is deployed.
Conricus said the drilling is “not related
to any new intelligence” and all military
activity would take place on the Israeli
side of the border.

Work at Misgav Am is expected to
last a number of weeks before the sen-
sors are installed along other sections of
the border. “We understand that our
activity might be seen, and most proba-
bly will be heard, on the Lebanese side,”
said Conricus. Israel has notified the
UNIFIL peacekeeping force which
patrols the “blue line” drawn by the UN
to mark Israel’s withdrawal from southern
Lebanon in 2000. Lebanon and Israel are
still technically at war. A month-long
conflict in 2006 between Israel and
Hezbollah killed more than 1,200
Lebanese, mostly civilians, and more than
160 Israelis, mostly soldiers. —AFP

Twelve dead 
after Algeria 
buses collide
ALGIERS: Twelve people were killed and another 46
injured when two buses collided early yesterday in
Algeria’s northeast, emergency services said, in the
latest tragedy of its kind in the North African country.
Emergency teams arrived at “around 1:10 am (0010
GMT) following a fatal accident, a collision between
two buses, on the state highway near the city of Astil”
in the province of Biskra, 500 km southeast of
Algiers, a statement said. “Twelve people, aged 19 to
73, were killed and 46 were injured,” it added.

Public radio quoted Ahmed Baoudji, director of
emergency services for the nearby city of El Oued, as
saying preliminary investigations indicated speeding
was the probable cause. Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune offered his condolences to the
victims’ families and asked Prime Minister Abdelaziz
Djerad to oversee assistance, the radio added, while
Interior Minister Kamel Beldjoud and Health Minister
Abderrahmane Benbouzid went to the scene.

According to the national road safety commission,
a government agency, 3,275 people were killed in
road crashes in Algeria in 2019 and more than
30,000 injured - fewer than in previous years. It also
reported a small decrease in the number of accidents
- almost 22,000 - compared to 2018. Last month
Tunisia and Morocco, which neighbor Algeria, were
in mourning after two bus crashes that were among
the deadliest in the region. On Dec 1, 30 people died
in northwest Tunisia, and at least 17 were killed the
same day in the north of Morocco. —AFP 

DUBAI: Iran is trying to analyze the black boxes of a
Ukrainian airliner that its military shot down this month,
the state IRNA news agency reported yesterday, deny-
ing a report that a decision had been taken to send the
plane’s recorders to Ukraine. All 176 people on board
the plane were killed in the Jan 8 crash. Canada, which
had 57 citizens on board, and other countries that lost
nationals have said the flight data and voice recorders
should be analysed abroad.

The plane disaster has heightened international
pressure on Iran as it grapples with a long-running dis-
pute with the United States over its nuclear program
and its influence in the region that briefly erupted into
open conflict this month. The military has said it
downed Ukraine International Airlines flight 752 in
error in the aftermath of tit-for-tat strikes by the United
States and Iran. But authorities delayed admitting this,
prompting days of protests on Iran’s streets.

“We are trying to read the black boxes here in Iran.
Otherwise, our options are Ukraine and France, but no
decision has been taken so far to send them to another
country,” Hassan Rezaifar, a director in charge of acci-
dent investigations at Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization,
told IRNA. Rezaifar had been quoted by Iran’s semi-
official Tasnim news agency on Saturday as saying the
black boxes could not be decoded in Iran and would be
sent to Ukraine after Kiev’s repeated requests. IRNA
also reported yesterday that the official had made simi-
lar comments a day earlier.

It was not immediately clear what prompted Rezaifar
to backtrack. The Boeing 737-800 was en route from
Tehran to the Ukrainian capital. Most of those on board
were Iranians or dual nationals. Ukraine has previously
said it expected the recorders to be handed over, while
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has said France
was one of the few countries with the ability to read
information on the recorders. France’s air accident
agency BEA said on Saturday it was awaiting an official
request for assistance.

Solemn ceremony 
The bodies of 11 Ukrainian victims were brought

home yesterday in a ceremony at Kiev airport.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Vadym Prystaiko said that
“bereaved families and the whole nation have an
opportunity to pay their respects”. The plane was
brought down when the military was on high alert in the
tense hours after Iran launched missiles at US targets in
Iraq in response to the killing of a top Iranian com-
mander in a US drone strike on Jan 3 in Baghdad.

Around a thousand people including President
Volodymyr Zelensky bid farewell to the victims.
Zelensky laid flowers on the flag-draped coffins of the
11 Ukrainian victims - nine flight crew and two passen-
gers - during the solemn ceremony at Kiev’s Boryspil
airport and briefly spoke to their relatives.

The caskets were to remain for several hours at the
terminal so that relatives, Ukraine International Airlines
staff and ordinary Ukrainians could say their last good-
byes. The funerals are expected to be held today.
Earlier yesterday, the black-clad Ukrainian leader,
Prime Minister Oleksiy Goncharuk and top officials
stood on the tarmac outside the terminal to see the cas-
kets with the remains of the downed plane’s nine
Ukrainian flight crew and two passengers being
removed from the aircraft.

Ukraine International Airlines staff, some in tears,
stood nearby clutching flowers. The airline staff and rel-
atives formed two lines to make a corridor through
which the honour guard carried the caskets draped in
the yellow-and-blue flag of Ukraine. Some men fell to
one knee to honor the victims. The honor guard also
held flags of the countries whose citizens perished in
the crash.

“Deep condolences to the relatives and eternal
memory to the victims,” Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of
Ukraine’s Security Council, said on Facebook. “Our
work will not end until the full clarification of the cir-

cumstances of the tragedy and the punishment of the
guilty,” he added. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Vadym
Prysta?ko said on Twitter he was “deeply grateful for
the messages of condolence & solidarity that we have
received from around the world.”

‘Unforgivable error’
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has called the

downing an “unforgivable error” and promised to hold

those responsible to account. The Revolutionary
Guards also issued profuse apologies, as protesters
raged against the Guards, an elite military force that
was set up to protect the clerical system. The Islamic
Republic’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
said on Friday that “some tried to use it as an excuse
to overshadow the martyrdom of our great command-
er” Qassem Soleimani, the powerful general killed in
the US strike. —Agencies

Bodies of Ukrainian victims of downed plane repatriated from Iran

Iran to examine black boxes;
no plan to send them abroad

KIEV: Honor guards carry the flag-draped coffins of 11 Ukrainians who died in a plane mistakenly shot
down by Iran during a spike in tensions with Washington at Boryspil airport yesterday. —AFP

BERLIN: Protesters hold a banner reading “Stop war in Libya, Haftar and mercenar-
ies” during a protest near the chancellery during the peace summit on Libya at the
Chancellery yesterday. —AFP

MISGAV AM: This picture taken yesterday shows a general view of the Israel-
Lebanon border as Israeli army forces begin deployment of infrastructure for a
ground “defensive system” along the fence.  —AFP

Iran warns of 
repercussions 
for IAEA 
TEHRAN: Iran’s parliamentary speaker yesterday
warned of unspecified repercussions for the UN’s
nuclear watchdog if European nations that launched
a dispute mechanism against the Islamic republic act
“unfairly”. Britain, France and Germany launched a
process last week charging Iran with failing to

observe the terms of the 2015 deal curtailing its
nuclear program, while Tehran accuses the bloc of
inaction over US sanctions.

The EU three insisted they remained committed to
the agreement, which has already been severely
undermined by the US exit from it in 2018 and its
reimposition of unilateral sanctions on key sectors of
Iran’s economy. “What the three European countries
did regarding Iran’s nuclear issue... is unfortunate,”
parliamentary speaker Ali Larijani was quoted as
saying by state news agency IRNA.

“We clearly announce that if Europe, for any rea-
son, uses Article 37 of the nuclear agreement unfair-
ly, then Iran will make a serious decision regarding
cooperation with the agency,” he said, referring to

the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
Since May 2019, Iran has progressively scaled back
some commitments under the agreement in response
to the US sanctions and Europe’s inability to circum-
vent them. It has stressed, however, that they can be
reversed if Tehran’s interests are realized.

Iran’s latest and final step in January entailed for-
going the limit on the number of machines used to
make uranium more potent. The 2015 nuclear deal -
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) - was struck in Vienna by Iran, the EU
three, the United States, China and Russia. It has a
provision that allows a party to claim significant
non-compliance by another party before a joint
commission. —AFP

Jordan parliament 
passes law to ban 
gas from Israel
AMMAN: Jordan’s parliament yesterday approved a
draft law to ban imports of Israeli gas to the country
just days after they started under a multibillion-dollar
deal struck in 2016 which is opposed by much of the
population. The motion was passed unanimously by
Jordan’s 130 lawmakers and will be referred to the cab-
inet to be made law, although legal hurdles may prevent
it coming into force. The government has previously
said it was a deal between companies rather than a
political matter.

The $10 billion supply deal was originally struck
between Jordan’s state-owned utility and a US Israeli
consortium led by Texas-based Noble Energy, to provide
gas to the country’s power plants for electricity genera-
tion. It was not referred to parliament for approval.
Although US ally Jordan has a peace treaty with Israel
the deal, which supplies Jordan for 15 years, has faced
much popular opposition, with lawmakers arguing it
makes the kingdom dependent on its neighbor for energy.

Many Jordanians are also the descendants of
Palestinians who moved to the country after the cre-
ation of Israel in 1948, and view Israel as an erstwhile
enemy that expelled their ancestors from their homes.
The Jordanian government said after the agreement
was signed in 2016 that securing stable energy prices
for the next decade could achieve annual savings of
at least $500 million and help reduce a chronic budg-
et deficit. —Agencies


