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Call to end foreign meddling in  
Libya; monitoring force sought

Erdogan warns Haftar must end ‘hostile’ attitude after commander’s forces choke oil flows

BERLIN: World leaders and senior officials pose for a family picture during a peace summit on Libya at the Chancellery yesterday. — AFP 

BERLIN: World leaders were poised to commit to end-
ing all foreign meddling in Libya’s war at a Berlin summit 
yesterday, but calls were growing for an international 
force to ensure that pledges are put into action. The 
presidents of Russia, Turkey and France were among 
global chiefs at the talks held under the auspices of the 
United Nations, which wants foreign powers wielding 
influence in the region to stop interfering in the war - be 
it through weapons, troops or financing. 

Leaders of both warring factions - strongman Khalifa 
Haftar and the head of Tripoli’s UN-recognized govern-
ment Fayez Al-Sarraj - were also in Berlin for the first 
such gathering since 2018. But pro-Haftar forces upped 
the ante on the eve of the talks by blocking oil exports 
at Libya’s key ports, crippling the country’s main income 
source in protest at Turkey’s decision to send troops to 
shore up Sarraj’s Tripoli-based Government of National 
Accord (GNA). 

Ahead of the talks, Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan lashed out at Haftar, saying he needed to drop 
his “hostile attitude” if Libya is to have any chance at 
winning peace. The flaring oil crisis underlined the dev-
astating impact of foreign influence in the conflict, in 
which Sarraj’s GNA is backed by Turkey and Qatar 
while Haftar has the support of Russia, Egypt and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Voicing his “acute concerns over the arrival of 
Syrian and foreign fighters in the city of Tripoli”, 
France’s President Emmanuel Macron said as the Berlin 
summit opened that “that must end”. If all goes to plan, 
all sides will sign up to a plan to refrain from interfer-
ence, and commit to a truce that leads to a lasting end 
to hostilities, according to a draft of a final commu-
nique seen by AFP.  

Continued on Page 24 

DUBAI: More than 80 Yemeni soldiers have been killed 
and scores injured in a missile and drone attack blamed 
on Houthi rebels in central Yemen, medical and military 
sources said yesterday. Saturday’s strike follows 
months of relative calm in the war between the Iran-
backed Houthis and Yemen’s internationally recognized 
government, which is backed by a Saudi-led military 
coalition. The Houthis attacked a mosque in a military 
camp in the central province of Marib - about 170 km 
east of the capital Sanaa - during evening prayers, mili-
tary sources told AFP. 

A medical source at a Marib city hospital, where the 
casualties were transported, said that 83 soldiers were 
killed and 148 injured in the strike. Death tolls in 
Yemen’s grinding conflict are often disputed, but the 
huge casualty list in Marib represents one of the blood-
iest single attacks since the war erupted in 2014 when 
the rebels seized Sanaa.  Saudi-owned Al-Hadath tele-
vision broadcast a video that it said showed the 
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Missile, drone  
attack kills 83  
Yemen soldiers

BEIRUT: A Lebanese anti-government protester kicks back a teargas canister fired by 
riot police from behind the barricaded road leading to parliament yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: People take part in a snow fight at a park in the Iranian capital yesterday. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers continued yesterday their criti-
cism of Finance Minister Mariam Al-Aqeel over her 
controversial remarks about the need to cut spending 
and raise revenues by imposing selective taxes. Aqeel’s 
remarks were made last week while presenting the 

budget for 2020/2021, which projected the deficit to 
increase to well over KD 9 billion after making the 
deduction for the future generations fund, although 
spending remained unchanged. 

Head of the financial and economic affairs committee 
MP Safa Al-Hashem said the projected budget is only 
an estimate and the actual shortfall is expected to be 
between KD 3 to 4 billion. She said the finance minister 
has provoked the people when she hinted that the 
wages bill should be rationalized, adding that speaking 
about salaries in this way is a “big mistake”. Hashem 
said she will not blame lawmakers if they decide to grill 
the minister over that statement. 

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said Kuwait’s economy and 
financial position are strong, adding that although pub-
lic revenues do not cover spending, “if we take returns 
on investments into account, Kuwait will post a sur-
plus”. He warned that the government should not con-
template solutions mentioned by the finance minister 
like imposing taxes and raising charges on public serv-
ices because this will lead to grillings. 

MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri insisted that the budget 
deficit is not real, but the government wants citizens to 
live under fear and anxiety, adding that by focusing on 
the deficit “lie”, the government plans to privatize 

Continued on Page 24 

MPs keep up pressure  
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KUWAIT: Gulf airlines still fly in Iraqi and Iranian 
airspace and to cities in both countries, even as 
other international carriers have rerouted planes 
since the United States and Iran traded military 
strikes. Executives and analysts said carriers in the 
Gulf, a major transit stop between European and 
Asian destinations, have few alternative routes to 
choose from in an area where much of the airspace 
is kept clear of civilian aircraft for military use. 

In the latest flare up, a US drone strike killed a 
top general in Iraq on Jan 3 and Iran fired mis-
siles at US targets in Iraq on Jan 8. In the tense 
aftermath, Iran’s air defenses accidentally shot 
down a Ukrainian airliner. Gulf carriers have 
grown into major airlines even as regional ten-
sions in recent decades erupted into conflict. 
Rerouting flights hurts profits, they say, although 
they also insist that they take every precaution to 
keep passengers safe. 
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Gulf carriers still 
fly over Iraq, Iran 

BEIRUT: Dozens of stone-throwing 
demonstrators defied police water can-
nons in the Lebanese capital yesterday, a 
day after rare violence between both 
sides wounded nearly 400 people. 
Unprecedented protests have rocked the 
country since Oct 17, with citizens from 
all religious backgrounds demanding the 
ouster of a political class they view as 
inept, corrupt and responsible for an 
ever deepening economic crisis. 

Yesterday evening, hundreds of pro-
testers gathered in the rain in central 
Beirut by a barricaded road that leads to 
parliament amid heavily deployed secu-
rity forces. For a second night in a row, 
dozens started lobbing stones in the 
direction of the police behind the metal 
barricade, crying “revolution, revolu-
tion”. The Red Cross said that 10 people 
had been taken to hospital as a result of 
renewed clashes yesterday evening. 

One protester taunted the security 
forces with a flame-throwing aerosol, as 
others shone bright green laser lights in 
their direction. Anti-riot forces respond-
ed with water cannons, as well as a 
round of tear gas and rubber bullets, an 
AFP reporter said.  
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Protesters  
regroup after  
Beirut clashes

TEHRAN: Heavy snow covered the 
streets of Tehran yesterday, causing 
major flight delays and forcing the clo-
sure of schools, authorities in the Iranian 
capital said. The snow started falling ear-
ly in the morning and disrupted the flow 
of traffic on some of the city’s main high-
ways, AFP correspondents said. “We 
knew that it would snow as of last night 
and that it naturally affects traffic,” head 
of Tehran’s traffic police Mohammadreza 
Mehmandar told state television. “On 
some highways in the north (of Tehran) 
there was a bit of ice... and accidents 

were responded to quickly,” he added. 
Schools in all districts of Tehran city 

and some parts of the province were 
closed both in the morning and the after-
noon due to the heavy snowfall. Tehrani 
children took to parks to build snowmen 
and start snow fights as the capital was 
blanketed in white. The snow dump 
caused long delays to flights to and from 
Tehran’s Mehrabad International Airport. 
“Flights at Mehrabad will go ahead but 
with delays due to the lack of proper 
vision,” said Reza Jafarzadeh, spokesman 
for Iran’s aviation authority. 

But flights were still going according 
to schedule at Imam Khomeini 
International Airport, also in Tehran, he 
added. Flights at Mehrabad resumed 
around noon after more than 30 had 
been cancelled and others delayed for 
up to seven hours, state news agency  
IRNA said. — AFP 

Snowfall shuts  
schools, delays  
flights in Tehran


