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Palace snatch point, Spurs’ euro hopes dented

LONDON: Pep Guardiola’s 49th birthday
celebrations went flat as Fernandinho’s late
own goal forced Manchester City to settle
for a 2-2 draw against Crystal Palace, while
Tottenham’s hopes of finishing in the top
four were dented by a goalless stalemate at
Watford yesterday.

On a busy day of top-flight action, the
pitchside VAR monitor was used in the
Premier League for the first time at
Norwich and Arsenal were held to a 1-1
draw by Sheffield United.

It was the drama at the Etihad Stadium
that took the spotlight as Fernandinho’s
last-gasp blunder left Guardiola in no mood
to party after City’s faint hopes of retaining
the title suffered another hammer blow.

The champions trail Liverpool by 13
points ahead of the runaway leaders’ clash
with rivals Manchester United today.

“It was a tight game. It’s difficult to
analyse when they shoot from one corner

and have no more chances,” Guardiola said.
“I told them to put more balls into the

box and try to control Zaha on the counter-
attack. We had many chances, unfortunately
we could not win.”

Cenk Tosun marked his first league start
since his loan move from Everton with his
maiden goal for the Eagles, the Turkish
striker netting a close-range strike from
Martin Kelly’s flick in the 39th minute.

Sergio Aguero appeared to have turned
the game on its head in the 82nd minute
when the Argentine striker bagged his
250th goal in 360 games for the club.

Aguero put City ahead in the 87th
minute with a typically predatory header
from Benjamin Mendy’s cross.

But there was a sting in the tale for
Guardiola as Fernandinho turned Wilfried
Zaha’s cross into his own net in the 90th
minute to end second-placed City’s run of
three successive league wins.

At Vicarage Road, Troy Deeney’s 70th-
minute spot-kick was saved by Paulo
Gazzaniga before Tottenham’s Erik Lamela
was denied a last-gasp winner by Ignacio
Pussetto’s goal-line clearance.

With England captain Harry Kane side-
lined after hamstring surgery, Tottenham
have gone three league games without
scoring.

TOOTHLESS TOTTENHAM 
Jose Mourinho’s side are without a win

in four league matches since December 26
and sit eight points behind fourth-placed
Chelsea, who visit Newcastle in Saturday’s
late game. Toothless Tottenham thought
they had stolen the points in stoppage-time
when Lamela flicked Serge Aurier’s cross
towards goal, but Watford’s new signing
Pussetto cleared off the line, with goal-line
technology showing just 10.04mm of the
ball had not gone over.

“I know it was only a couple of millime-
tres but goal-line technology does not
make mistakes like VAR. We have to accept
it was not a goal,” Mourinho said.

Arsenal are 10 points adrift of the top
four after the Blades continued their superb
first season back in the Premier League.

Gabriel Martinelli broke the deadlock in
first-half stoppage-time at the Emirates
Stadium. The 18-year-old Brazilian striker
claimed his ninth goal of the season with a
clinical finish from Bukayo Saka’s cross.

But Chris Wilder’s side snatched an
83rd-minute equaliser when John Fleck
lashed home after Arsenal failed to clear.

Bottom of the table Norwich’s vital 1-0
win over fellow strugglers Bournemouth
saw the pitchside monitor finally used to
decide a red card call.

Norwich took the lead when
Bournemouth defender Steve Cook was
sent off after flinging himself across the

goal to block Teemu Pukki’s shot with his
hand. Pukki fired home the resulting penalty
in the 33rd minute, but the Canaries had to
survive a tense finish after Ben Godfrey was
sent off in the 76th minute.

Godfrey’s foul on Callum Wilson was
ruled a red card by referee Paul Tierney
after he checked with the monitor, a move
that followed advice to officials from
Premier League chiefs this week to use the
screen more often.

Wolves climbed to sixth after a thrilling
fightback in their 3-2 win at Southampton,
with Pedro Neto starting a second-half
revival that saw Raul Jimenez’s brace seal
the points.

Everton drew 1-1 at West Ham after
Dominic Calvert-Lewin cancelled out Issa
Diop’s opener for the hosts.

Aston Villa’s Jack Grealish rescued a 1-1
draw at Brighton, who had taken the lead
through Leandro Trossard.

ADELAIDE: Ashleigh Barty ended a nine-
year Australian home title drought yesterday
with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over Ukraine’s Dayana
Yastremska at the Adelaide International. The
world number one became the first Aussie
woman to lift a trophy on a home court since
Jarmila Wolfe won Hobart in 2011. 

Barty beat 24th-ranked teenager
Yastremska in 87 minutes at Memorial Drive
to gain a boatload of confidence heading into
Monday’s start of the Australian Open in
Melbourne, where she is top seed.

She was presented the carved wood tro-
phy by a painted Aboriginal elder who

blessed with a chant it before it was handed
over. “The best part about this week is I
fought and scrapped my way through and got
better and better in each situation, in each
match,” Barty said. 

“I just put myself in the position to play for
another title, which is really exciting. It’s been
incredible to play at home... I can’t wait to get
started in Melbourne next week.” 

Barty will take to the court at Rod Laver
Arena on Monday night. “It’s going to be
exciting and a fresh tournament... I have to
start with my clean slate for the Australian
Open, I’m looking forward to that first round,”
she said.

Barty won the opening set against her 19-
year-old opponent, losing just two points on
serve and breaking three times.  After starting
the second set with a break, the Australian
momentarily lost her edge, dropping serve for
two all. 

But Barty kept up the pressure, earning
three break points in the 11th game. One was

enough after Yastremska put a backhand
wide. The next game Barty earned three
match points and took the title when her
opponent sent a return long over the baseline.

In the men’s draw, Andrey Rublev set a
record of his own as the Russian crushed
South African qualifier Lloyd Harris 6-3, 6-0
in 57 minutes. Rublev, who lifted the Doha
trophy last weekend, is the first man since
Dominik Hrbaty in 2004 to win two titles in
the first two weeks of a season.

The Russian has not lost a match since
November — 12 in a row — and stands 8-0
this season. “I don’t how I’ve done this,”
Rublev said of his back-to-back double. “It
seems amazing to me. “I’m so happy with who
I’ve been playing these two weeks, I’ve really
enjoyed my tennis a lot,” he added.

“Lloyd and I are the same age but we nev-
er played in juniors, so this was our first time.
I know how much he also wanted to win. “I
knew this match would be really tough and
I’m so happy I won.” — AFP

Barty fights to
title victory
at Adelaide 

ADELAIDE: Winner Ashleigh Barty of Australia (L) and runner-up Dayana
Yastremska of Ukraine pose after their women’s final singles match at the Adelaide
International tennis tournament in Adelaide yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Crystal Palace’s English defender Gary Cahill (R) tackles Manchester City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero during the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and Crystal Palace at the Etihad
Stadium in Manchester, north west England, yesterday. —AFP


