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Madrid go top above Barca 
after scrappy win over Sevilla

MADRID: Real Madrid climbed above Barcelona to top
La Liga yesterday as Casemiro scored twice in a gritty
2-1 win over Sevilla. 

Casemiro’s double proved the difference amid a
three-goal flurry early in the second half, with Luuk de
Jong briefly drawing Sevilla level. 

Madrid were underwhelming at the Santiago
Bernabeu, at times reverting back to the stodgy days of
last season when the team struggled for goals under
Julen Lopetegui, who is now in charge of Sevilla. 

Yet with Eden Hazard, Gareth Bale, Karim Benzema
and Sergio Ramos all missing from their starting line-
up, this might be the kind of victory that could prove
crucial to their hopes of winning the title in May. 

Sevilla stay fourth, eight points off the top.
Barca can reclaim first place today when they face

Granada at Camp Nou, where Quique Setien will be
overseeing his first game since being appointed early
last week.  Setien has said he will not be happy if his
team win while playing badly but Zinedine Zidane is
likely to be less choosy. 

His Madrid side are now 17 games unbeaten, a
streak that has included them winning the Spanish
Super Cup in Saudi Arabia last weekend. Ramos, who is
still recovering from an ankle injury, paraded the club’s
latest trophy on the pitch before kick-off. 

Benzema came on in the second half after shaking
off a dead leg but Bale’s absence was more mysterious.
The Welshman missed the trip to Jeddah through illness
but had returned to training on Tuesday. 

Lopetegui was back at the Santiago Bernabeu for
the first time since he was sacked by Madrid last sea-
son, 138 days after they appointed him, and his Sevilla

side arguably deserved more. 
Converting impetus into goals has been their prob-

lem all season, and so it proved again. After an even
start, they gradually took charge and as the home
crowd grew frustrated, Sevilla grew in confidence too. 

De Jong thought he had scored when he was given a
suspicious amount of space in the area to head in from
a corner and VAR showed his marker Eder Militao had
been blocked albeit only by a small, but seemingly
deliberate, step from Nemanja Gudelj.  Marcelo was
lucky not to concede a penalty for a shirt-pull. 

Sevilla were controlling the midfield and denying
their opponents routes through to the front three. Yet
12 minutes into the second half, some creative brilliance
saw Madrid take the lead. 

Sergio Reguilon, bought by Sevilla from Madrid last
summer, scuffed his clearance and after Casemiro mus-
cled through on the edge of the area, Jovic found him
again with a deft backheel. Casemiro chipped the ball in
and pointed at Jovic in celebration. 

Sevilla could have wilted but instead they equalised,
only to concede again five minutes later. 

First, Raphael Varane, Casemiro and Marcelo all
missed tackles and after Munir El Haddadi stumbled,
De Jong took over, banging the ball into the far, bottom
corner.  Yet parity was short-lived as Casemiro nodded
in Lucas Vazquez’s cross from a standing start after
being given too much space by Jules Kounde. 

Toni Kroos might have added a third for Madrid late
on after a racing run by Vinicius Junior but Vazquez
almost gifted Sevilla an equaliser after a dreadful back-
pass. Youssef En-Nesyri, signed from Leganes on
Friday, flashed wide.  — AFP

MADRID: Sevilla’s Serbian midfielder Nemanja Gudelj (R) vies with Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema dur-
ing the Spanish league football match between Real Madrid CF and Sevilla FC at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in
Madrid yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Burnley FC v Leicester City 17:00
beIN Sports
Liverpool v Manchester United 19:30
beIN Sports HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Real Mallorca v Valencia C.F 14:00
beIN Sports 
Real Betis v Real Sociedad 16:00
beIN Sports 
Villarreal CF v RCD Espanyol 18:00
beIN Sports 
Athletic de Bilbao v Celta de Vigo 20:30
beIN Sports
FC Barcelona v Granada CF 23:00
beIN Sports HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AC Milan v Udinese Calcio 14:30
beIN Sports
Bologna FC v Hellas Verona FC 17:00
beIN Sports 
Brescia v Cagliari Calcio 17:00
beIN Sports 
US Lecce v Internazionale Milano 17:00
beIN Sports 
Genoa CFC v AS Roma 20:00
beIN Sports 
Juventus FC v Parma Calcio 1913 22:45
beIN Sports HD 4

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Hertha Berlin v Bayern Munich 17:30
beIN Sports HD 5
SC Paderborn 07 v Bayer 04 Leverkusen 20:00
beIN Sports

Barca can reclaim first place as they face Granada

TEHRAN: Iran’s football federation said Friday it
has been banned from hosting international match-
es inside the country. The “federation received a
letter today from the Asian Football
Confederation... announcing the decision to hold
AFC Champions League matches hosted by
Iranian teams in neutral countries,” said a state-
ment on the federation’s website.

An extraordinary meeting was immediately held
to address the situation and the managers of the
four clubs representing Iran in the tournament will
be consulted on Saturday, it added.

Those teams are Persepolis, Esteghlal, Sepahan
and Shahr Khodro.

“The final position of Iranian clubs and the fed-
eration will be announced in the following days”.

The federation did not state the reason for the
ban. The federation’s spokesman said Iran is pre-
pared to host foreign teams and has guaranteed
match security to the AFC, calling on the organisa-
tion to stand against any accusations stating other-
wise. “Iran has the full readiness to host teams and
has proven this repeatedly in recent years,” said
Amir Mehdi Alavi on the federation’s website.

He pointed to last year’s AFC Champion’s
League finals held in Tehran and said “the sports
minister has given the AFC the needed security
assurances regarding hosting” teams. — AFP
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BERLIN: Norwegian rising star Erling Braut Haaland
came off the bench to claim a hat-trick inside 20
minutes on his Borussia Dortmund debut and inspire
a 5-3 comeback win at Augsburg in the Bundesliga
yesterday.

The 19-year-old showed why Dortmund paid
Salzburg 20 million euros ($22 million) for him last
month when he came on in the 56th minute with his
new team 3-1 down.

“I am pretty relaxed about it... I don’t really know
why,” said Haaland. “I’m at a fantastic club with great
team-mates and good people around me. I came here
to score goals and it was a good debut for me.”

Dortmund’s victory left  them fourth in the
Bundesliga table, level on points with defending
champions Bayern Munich and Schalke, four points
behind leaders RB Leipzig, who host Union Berlin
later. Having already scored 28 goals in 22 games for
Salzburg this season, Haaland needed just 183 sec-
onds to open his Dortmund account, then added two
more in quick succession for his sixth hat-trick of the
campaign.

“He is still young and we would advise against
expecting too much, but he brings us a lot of strength
and has an incredible mentality,” said Dortmund
sporting director Michael Zorc.

‘HUGE POTENTIAL’ 
Following Haaland’s stunning entrance, Dortmund

scored two goals in as many minutes as he fired in off
the post, before England winger Jadon Sancho netted
from a tight angle to equalise.

Haaland put Dortmund ahead for the first time with
18 minutes left when he tapped home after Thorgan
Hazard got in behind the Augsburg defence, with the
goal awarded despite a VAR review for offside.

Haaland completed his treble when captain Marco
Reus played him into the area, slamming the ball home
to make it 5-3. It had been a vastly different game
until Haaland’s stunning entrance.

Augsburg deserved to be in control, taking advan-
tage of poor Dortmund defending with the opening
goal from striker Florian Niederlechner before Marco
Richter’s stunning long-range strike 20 seconds into
the second half.

The shock of falling two goals down woke up the
Dortmund attack as Germany winger Julian Brandt
fired home their first goal off the crossbar just four
minutes into the second half.

The game became an end-to-end affair and
Niederlechner grabbed Augsburg’s third by tapping
in. But it was one-way traffic thereafter as Dortmund
coach Lucien Favre brought on Haaland for defender
Lukasz Piszczek.

“He moves well between the lines, gives us more
attacking possibilities and at 19 years old, he has a
huge potential for improvement, that’s the most impor-
tant thing,” said Favre. However, he warned Haaland is
not fit enough yet to play a full match.

“He hardly trained over Christmas with a knee
injury, so he is not yet ready to play 90 minutes.”
Elsewhere, South Korean Kwon Chang-Hoon and Nils
Petersen scored Freiburg’s goals in a 2-1 win at Mainz
which moved their side sixth.

Werder Bremen kept a clean sheet for the first time
this season as an own goal by Florian Kastenmeier
secured a 1-0 win at Fortuna Duesseldorf. Colombian
striker Jhon Cordoba scored twice as Cologne pulled
further away from the bottom three with a 3-1 win at
home to Wolfsburg.

US international Timothy Chandler scored the win-
ner as mid-table Eintracht Frankfurt won 2-1 at
Hoffenheim. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait National Handball team qualified to
the second round of the 19th Asian Handball
Championship, being held in Kuwait with the participa-
tion of 16 teams and will continue until January 27, after
beating Hong Kong with the score of 42-18 during the
match held on Friday in the fourth group at Sheikh Saad
Al-Abdallah hall in Sabah Al-Salem, as Kuwait beat
Iraq 20-19 in their first match.

Kuwait’s team did not need much effort to go past
Hong Kong team, when the coach started with the out-
standing play maker Mahdi Al-Qallaf who dazzled with
his decisive passes and shooting from outside the 9
meters zone long with Nawaf Al-Shimmari, Khalid Al-
Gharaballi (Mohammad Amir). The role of wingers
Saleh Al-Musawi and Abdallah Al-Khamis was clear as
they took advantage of their position with a positive
movement of the circle player Abdelrahman Al-Baloul,
creating the opportunity for the team to go forward
and have a good scoring margin. The coach sent in
goalkeeper Mohammad Bu-Yabis in the second half
and he contributed to widening the points margin by
blocking more than 10 goal scoring attempts.

President of Kuwait Olympic Committee Sheikh
Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah thanked
Kuwait Government and the Public Authority for Sport
(PAS) for hosting the championship and providing all
requirements for that purpose.

He also thanked the games International Federation
for organizing the tournament in Kuwait and provided
all technical refereeing and administrative aspects to
ensure its success, and congratulated all athletes on the
occasion of opening Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah indoor
Halls Complex. Sheikh Fahad Al-Nasser thanked HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah for patronizing and attending as well as his

unlimited support to hold the championship.
President of Saudi Handball Federation Khalid Al-

Rashid said his team looks towards reaching the world
finals in Egypt through the current championship,
despite adverse circumstances and the team’s missing
key injured players. Al-Rashid who was embraced with
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah Complex, thanked Kuwait
Federation for the reception and hospitality, as well as
the outstanding opening ceremony.

Former handball player Jassim Al-Thiyab expected
tough competition in the second stage adding “chances
of Kuwait team are good so far after its surprise win
against Iraq, adding the team played under tremendous
pressure by fans, but was able to go through a difficult
stop. Thiyab said Qatar may be the first team to qualify
for the World Cup. Saudi Arabia guaranteed to be on
top of the third group after defeating South Korea 29-
27 in the third and match of the first round to get four
points, two for Korea and nothing for Australia.

The first half saw equal performance despite Korea’s
score of 15-13, as it varied its defenses, while Saudi
Arabia relied on deep penetration despite Korea’s
advanced defense. The second half saw the Saudis take
advantage of their opponent’s mistakes and ended the
match in their favor.

KUWAIT: Twenty six bowling players aged 8 years to
16 went to join a training camp, as part of the bowling
club strategy to care for the juniors base, which is con-
sidered a true nucleus of national teams, as the board of
directors chaired by Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah to continue development of the game and take it
to the level of competing strongly at the continental and
international levels.

The games development moved towards European

countries to provide good preparation, exchange
experiences, and have strong contacts with world
champions, as Kuwait’s Jassim Al-Saqer, Mustafa Al-
Musawi, Saleh Habib and Salman Shuaib are partici-
pating in international tournaments held in Sweden,
and Finland with more than 600 players participating,
which will have a strong effect in qualifying players at
the world level, and be ready for the championship
hosted by Kuwait.

Bowling training camp

Kuwait thrash Hong
Kong in 19th Asian
handball tournament

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s handball team in action against Hong Kong.


