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HARARE: Wicketkeeper Regis Chakabva says that
Zimbabwe “have to enjoy” their first home Test since
2017 as the African nation return to five-day action
against Sri Lanka after their recent suspension by
the International Cricket Council.

The two-Test tour was only announced by the Sri
Lankan cricket board earlier this week, with the first
match to start in Harare today. Zimbabwe were read-
mitted as an ICC member last October following a
three-month suspension over political interference.

The Sri Lanka games will be their first Tests since
a 1-1 series draw in Bangladesh in November 2018.
“It’s always tough, going for that long between play-
ing Tests, because you always want to play as often
and as regularly as possible,” Chakabva told
cricbuzz.com.

“But unfortunately we haven’t had that privilege
really, so we just have to accept what is there and as
tough as it is, when the next one comes you always
have to enjoy it.

“I think for any youngster who’s starting off and
aspiring they definitely want to be involved (in Tests)
at some point in their career.” Mickey Arthur’s Sri
Lanka arrive in Zimbabwe after a 1-0 defeat in a
two-Test series in Pakistan, although that came after
the side showed signs of a revival in a shock 2-0
series victory in South Africa and drawn series
against New Zealand.

But the tourists have left out fast-scoring bats-
man Kusal Perera, who scored a match-winning 153
not out against South Africa last February, with
Lahiru Thirimanne preferred despite having an aver-
age of only 22.64 from 35 Tests.

“Yes, Kusal can make 150s, but we needed some-
one who can occupy the crease, which is why we
chose Thirimanne,” said Sri Lanka’s chairman of
selectors Asantha de Mel. “Thirimanne can also bat
in the top order or as an opener.”

Zimbabwe have named all-rounder Sean Williams
as captain for the series, with batsmen PJ Moor and
Ryan Burl both surprisingly left out. A third of the
hosts’ 15-man squad are yet to make their Test
debuts, with Victor Nyauchi and Charlton Tshuma
hoping to fill the void left by injured fast bowler
Tendai Chatara.

Zimbabwe last played a Test at home against the
West Indies in October 2017.

Squads
Zimbabwe: Sean Williams (capt), Sikandar Raza,

Regis Chakabva (wkt), Craig Ervine, Kyle Jarvis,
Kevin Kasuza, Timycen Maruma, Prince Masvaure,
Brian Mudzinganyama, Carl Mumba, Ainsley Ndlovu,
Victor Nyauchi, Brendan Taylor, Donald Tiripano,
Charlton Tshuma

Sri Lanka: Dimuth Karunaratne (capt), Oshada
Fernando, Kusal Mendis, Angelo Mathews, Dinesh
Chandimal, Lahiru Thirimanne, Dhananjaya de Silva,
Niroshan Dickwella (wkt), Dilruwan Perera, Lasith
Embuldeniya, Lahiru Kumara, Vishwa Fernando, Kasun
Rajitha, Lakshan Sandakan, Suranga Lakmal. —AFP
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SCOREBOARD

England, first innings, 499-9 declared

South Africa, first innings (overnight 60-2)

D. Elgar c Pope b Bess 35

P. Malan c and b Bess 18

Z. Hamza c Pope b Bess 10

A. Nortje c Root b Stokes 18

F. du Plessis c Pope b Bess 8

H. van der Dussen b Bess 24

Q. de Kock not out 63

V. Philander not out 27

Extras (b4, w1) 5

Total (6 wkts, 82 overs) 208

Fall of wickets: 1-50 (Malan), 2-60 (Hamza), 3-63

(Elgar), 4-71 (Du Plessis), 5-109 (Van der Dussen), 6-

154 (Nortje)

Bowling: Broad 11-4-30-0, Curran 9-1-31-0, Bess 31-

12-51-5, Wood 11-4-31-0 (1w), Denly 4-1-10-0, Root

11-4-25-0, Stokes 5-1-26-1

To bat: K. Maharaj, K. Rabada, D. Paterson

Match situation: South Africa trail by 291 runs with

four wickets remaining in the first innings.

Scores at close of play on the third day of the third
Test between South Africa and England at St
George’s Park yesterday.

Bess spins England closer to series 
lead in spite of de Kock resistance

PORT ELIZABETH: Rookie off-spinner Dom Bess claimed
his first Test five-wicket haul as England moved into a
strong position on the third day of the third Test against
South Africa at St George’s Park yesterday.

Bess took the first five wickets as South Africa strug-
gled to 208 for six in reply to England’s 499 for nine
declared, still 291 runs in arrears - and 92 short of avoiding
the follow-on. Joe Root’s side would have been in an even
stronger position had it not been for a lengthy rain inter-
ruption which wiped out the afternoon session and some
defiant South African resistance, notably from Quentin de
Koch, unbeaten on 63 and dropped three times by Ben
Stokes, and nightwatchman Anrich Nortje.

The 22-year-old Bess, playing in his fourth Test after
being called up as cover for his sick Somerset teammate
Jack Leach who has since flown home, finished the day
with five for 51.

He might have had more as Root dropped a regulation
slip catch to reprieve the stubborn Nortje who bravely
defied the hostility of Mark Wood and the guile of Bess. He
had batted for 193 minutes and faced 136 balls when he
edged a ball from Ben Stokes to Root at second slip. This
time the England captain held on.

De Kock showed the familiar muscularity which
brought him half-centuries in the first two Tests, clubbing
nine fours in his 63. He had added 54 for the seventh wick-
et with Vernon Philander, 27 not out, when stumps were
drawn.   In spite of the poor weather forecast for the next
two days, England remain well-placed to take a 2-1 lead in
the four-match series.

The second new ball was taken for the last three balls
of the day, bowled by Bess at a time when fading light
allowed only spinners to be used.  It will be available for
the fast bowlers at the start of play on Sunday and if the
tourists are able to wrap up the innings quickly they will
probably enforce the follow-on because of the possibility
of more rain on the remaining two days.

SIMPLY THE BESS 
Bess took all his wickets in an unchanged 23-over spell

from the northern, Duck Pond end, from late on Friday,
when he took his first two wickets, until after lunch yester-
day. Following Ollie Pope’s century on the second day, it
was the second breakthrough performance by a 22-year-
old for England. Bess had taken a total of five wickets in

his previous three Tests at a cost of 48 runs each. He was
the first England spin bowler to take the first five wickets
in an innings since Derek Underwood claimed the first
seven against Australia in Adelaide in 1974/75. Pope aided
his fellow young team-mate by taking three catches off
Bess’s bowling, two at short leg and one at silly point.

Stokes was not brought into the attack until the 61st
over. He claimed Nortje’s wicket with his tenth delivery.
But England’s talisman dropped three slip catches off De
Kock. The first two, when de Kock was on 30 and 56, were
off Root with the third in the penultimate over came off

Joe Denly’s leg-spin.
Bess struck in the fourth over of the day when Dean

Elgar was caught for 35 off bat and pad at silly point by
Pope. Proteas’ captain Faf du Plessis used his feet to off-
drive fours off the third and fourth balls he faced from
Bess, who switched from round the wicket to over the
wicket and two balls later had Du Plessis caught by Pope
at short leg, again off bat and pad.

Rassie van der Dussen made 24 before chopping an
attempted cut off Bess into his stumps, one over after hit-
ting 11 runs off the spinner. — AFP

Poor weather forecast for the next two days

BANGALORE: After overcoming “panic” among fans,
Indian captain Virat Kohli has tried to assure support-
ers it will be service as normal when his side take on
Australia in a tense deciding match in their one-day
series today.

Many Indian fans had a near seizure after Australia
hammered their side by 10 wickets in the first 50 over
game on Tuesday. But Kohli’s team dominated Friday’s
second match and won by 36 runs, with opener
Shikhar Dhawan hitting 96 and KL Rahul smashing 80
off 52 balls. That helped to settle nerves and Kohli
looked calm after the win in which he also made 78 in

India’s 340-6. “We live in the days of social media and
a panic button being pressed too early,” Kohli said
after the game in Rajkot.

“We know exactly what we’re doing in the change
room. On the outside there’s a lot of panic that we
don’t really focus on.” There are worries though as
Dhawan did not return to field after being hit on the rib
cage by a Pat Cummins bouncer during his 90-ball
knock.

Vice captain Rohit Sharma also walked off after
injuring his arm diving to prevent a boundary. “It’s that
left shoulder that has popped out a few times. There’s
no tear so hopefully he should be back for the next
game,” Kohli said.

India experimented with the batting order in
Mumbai but stuck with two traditional openers with
Kohli at three as they saved the series. Steve Smith
stood out for Australia with his defiant 98 and stood
guard with his team’s new-look middle-order before
chopping a Kuldeep Yadav delivery on to the stumps.

He put on a threatening 96-run third-wicket stand

with Marnus Labuschagne, making his ODI debut in
this series. Smith and Labuschagne steadied Australia
after David Warner (15) and Aaron Finch (33), unbeat-
en centurions in the opening match, fell early.

Labuschagne made 46 at number four, and with
wicketkeeper-batsman Alex Carey at five, Smith
believes the new middle-order would take the team to
the 2023 World Cup in India.

“I thought Marnus played really well in his first bat
in one-day international cricket,” Smith said. “He
looked exceptionally good tonight. He hit the gaps
hard, ran hard between the wickets and played some
nice shots. “And there’s no reason why the three-four-
five (batting order) can’t stay as it is.” Australia were
bowled out for 304 in 49.1 overs having fallen steadily
behind in the run chase once Smith had gone.

“We timed our chase pretty well when we lose three
wickets in between 30 and 40 overs, it halts the ability
to be able to go and try and get ten an over,” said
Smith. “I would’ve liked to have batted a bit longer and
been there in the happy hour.” — AFP
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MUMBAI: India’s most economic bowler Bapu
Nadkarni, who also held England at bay as a batsman
in a landmark Test series has died at the age of 86.
“Indian cricket has lost a real champion,” said batting
legend Sunil Gavaskar after learning of Nadkarni’s
death in Mumbai.

The all-rounder conceded just 2,559 runs from
9,165 balls bowled with his left-arm spin in 41 Tests
for India between 1955 and 1968. He was also a team
manager for India and chief selector for a while. The
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) hailed
Nadkarni’s “miserly” Test record in its tribute.

It highlighted a landmark home series against
England in 1964. “In one of the best displays of frugal
bowling, Nadkarni bowled 21 maiden overs during the
first Test against England at Madras.” “In the fifth and
final Test of the same series, he scored 52 not out in
the first innings and batted for 418 minutes and
remained unbeaten on 122 when India were made to
follow on.” India held out for a draw.

“I grew up hearing about the record of him bowl-
ing 21 consecutive maiden overs in a Test. My condo-
lences to his family and dear ones. Rest in Peace Sir,”
India’s batting hero Sachin Tendulkar wrote on
Twitter. Gavaskar said: “He was a gritty cricketer
despite playing in the days when gloves and thigh
pads were not very good.” —AFP
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PORT ELIZABETH: South Africa’s Quinton de Kock (C) watches the ball after playing a shot as England’s Jos Buttler
(L) looks on during the third day of the third Test cricket match between South Africa and England at the St
George’s Park Cricket Ground in Port Elizabeth yesterday. — AFP

DETROIT:  Dylan Larkin #71 of the Detroit Red Wings tries to get around the stick of Dominik Simon #12 of the
Pittsburgh Penguins during the second period at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, Michigan. Pittsburgh won the
game 2-1. — AFP

DETROIT: Sidney Crosby scored on a tip-in during an
overtime power play, and the visit ing Pittsburgh
Penguins edged the Detroit Red Wings 2-1. Crosby
redirected an Evgeni Malkin shot for his third goal in as
many games. Bryan Rust had a goal and an assist for the
Penguins, and Matt Murray made 28 saves. Malkin was
credited with a team-high six shots and assisted on
both goals. Pittsburgh bounced back from a 4-1 loss at
Boston on Thursday in which it was silenced after
Crosby scored in the first minute. The Penguins earned
their fifth win in six games on Friday. Jimmy Howard
stopped 35 shots for Detroit, and rookie Filip Zadina
had the Red Wings’ lone goal.

Lightning 7, Jets 1
Anthony Cirelli collected his first career hat trick, and

Nikita Kucherov scored twice to lead visiting Tampa Bay

to a one-sided win over Winnipeg. Goaltender Andrei
Vasilevskiy made 30 saves to claim his 10th consecutive
win for Tampa Bay, while Ondrej Palat collected three
assists and Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos had two-
point games. The win came at a cost for the Lightning,
though. Forward Cedric Paquette left in the second peri-
od after appearing to injure his ankle. Jack Roslovic
scored for the Jets, who pulled Connor Hellebuyck after
he allowed five goals on 12 shots. Laurent Brossoit
entered and saved 12 of the 14 shots he faced.

Ducks 2, Hurricanes 1 (OT)
Sam Steel scored 1:36 into overtime as Anaheim won

its second game in a row for the first time in more than
two months, this time defeating Carolina in Raleigh, N.C.
Steel’s fourth goal of the season was set up off a turnover
from Carolina forward Andrei Svechnikov. Jakob
Silfverberg and Hampus Lindholm notched assists on the
winning goal. Erik Gudbranson provided the first goal for
the Ducks, and goalie Ryan Miller made 25 saves,
improving his record to 5-5-2. Sebastian Aho scored his
team-leading 24th goal for the Hurricanes, who lost their
third game in a row (0-2-1). Carolina goalie James
Reimer stopped 35 shots in defeat. — Reuters
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