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Another big night for Doncic, 
lifts Mavericks past Blazers
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Huerter lifts Hawks over Spurs for second straight win
DALLAS: Luka Doncic made a career-best eight 3-point-
ers and recorded 35 points, eight rebounds and seven
assists to lead the Dallas Mavericks to a 120-112 victory
over the visiting Portland Trail Blazers on Friday night. Tim
Hardaway Jr. made five 3-pointers while scoring 29 points,
and Seth Curry tallied 16 points off the bench as the
Mavericks won their fourth straight game. Jalen Brunson
added 13 points and Maxi Kleber scored 10 for Dallas.
Portland’s Damian Lillard registered 34 points and 10
assists in his clash with Doncic. Carmelo Anthony scored 22
points, Hassan Whiteside had 21 points, 18 rebounds and
five blocked shots for the Trail Blazers. Anthony became the
18th player in NBA history to top 26,000 points. His total
sits at 26,014. Portland guard CJ McCollum departed the
game in the second quarter due to a sprained left ankle. He
had four points in 12 minutes before exiting.

ATLANTA HAWKS 121 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 120
Kevin Huerter poured in the decisive 3-pointer with

seven seconds to play and Trae Young scored 31 points as
Atlanta rallied in the final two minutes to stun host San
Antonio. The Spurs led by 11 points after a huge third
quarter, but Atlanta clawed back to within 120-118 on a
basket by Young with 48 seconds to play, setting up
Huerter’s game-winner. DeMar DeRozan had a chance to
win the game for San Antonio but missed a last-second
fadeaway jumper, allowing the Hawks to win their second
straight game but just their fourth in their past 19 outings.
DeRozan scored 25 points on 9-of-18 shooting from the
floor to stretch his streak of scoring 20 or more points and
shooting 50 percent or better from the floor to 13 straight,
breaking a tie with Michael Jordan for the most such
games in a row in the last 35 seasons.

INDIANA PACERS 116 - MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES 114

Malcolm Brogdon nailed a tiebreaking 15-footer with
18.7 seconds left, and T.J. Warren scored a game-high 28
points as Indiana spoiled the return of Karl-Anthony Towns
in beating Minnesota in Indianapolis. The win allowed
Indiana to sweep a tightly contested home-and-home

series. The Pacers won 104-99 at Minnesota on Wednesday
in a game Towns missed with an illness to continue a string
of 15 straight absences after earlier having sustained a knee
injury. Towns scored a team-high 27 points Friday. The
Timberwolves had a chance to tie after Brogdon’s clutch
hoop, but Shabazz Napier misfired with nine seconds
remaining. The Wolves’ Robert Covington managed to tie
up Warren for a jump ball, but the Pacers were able to run
out the clock after Warren controlled the tap.

MIAMI HEAT 115 - OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 108
Kendrick Nunn scored 22 points to lead visiting Miami

over Oklahoma City, holding off a late charge after once
leading by 22 in the final quarter. Bam Adebayo finished
with 21 points, eight rebounds and five assists while going
7 of 11 from the field for Miami, and Jimmy Butler finished
with 14 points, 10 rebounds and seven assists. Seven play-
ers scored in double figures for the Heat. Oklahoma City
hit a season-high 18 3-pointers, including seven from
Danilo Gallinari, who scored a team-high 27 points. His 3-
point total was a season high. The loss was the Thunder’s
second in a row and third in four games.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 100 - CHICAGO BULLS 89
Furkan Korkmaz scored a career-high 24 points, hitting

a career-best six 3-pointers, and Ben Simmons posted a
double-double to lift host Philadelphia past Chicago.
Simmons finished 20 points, 11 rebounds and seven assists
as the Sixers improved to 20-2 at home. Al Horford scored
20 points and Tobias Harris had 13 for the Sixers, who
played without All-Star center Joel Embiid for the 12th time
this season. The Sixers are 6-6 without Embiid, who
remains out with a torn ligament in a finger on his left hand.
Zach LaVine missed all seven of his 3-point attempts but
led the Bulls with 23 points while Coby White added 14.
Luke Kornet contributed 13 and Lauri Markkanen had 12.

TORONTO RAPTORS 140 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 111
Norman Powell scored 28 points and grabbed five

rebounds off the bench, and host Toronto defeated
Washington for the seventh straight time, including two

meetings this season. Terence Davis scored 23 points and
Marc Gasol added 20 points as the Raptors hit their sea-
son high for points in a game and won their second
straight game. Troy Brown Jr. had 22 points for the
Wizards, who have lost three straight. Isaac Bonga added
17 points and 10 rebounds. Toronto outshot Washington
from the field 57.1 percent to 44.9 percent.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 113 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 109
Di l lon  Brooks  scored  26  po in t s ,  and  hos t

Memphis recorded its season-best seventh straight
victory by beating Cleveland. Brooks made 9 of 16
shots from the field, and rookie Ja Morant added 16
points for the Grizzlies, who extended their string of
consecutive games with at least 110 points to 13. The
last time the Grizzlies failed to reach that mark was
a 114-107 setback in Cleveland on Dec. 20. Collin
Sexton scored 28 points and Kevin Love added 19
for the Cavaliers, who have lost eight of their past
10 games. —Reuters

DALLAS:  Dwight Powell #7 of the Dallas Mavericks squares off against Hassan Whiteside #21 of the Portland
Trail Blazers to start the first quarter at American Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas.  — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait maintained the title of HH
the Amir Ninth International Shooting
Grand Prix which concluded on Friday at
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex, as Kuwaiti shooters dominated
the shooting competition and took the top
three places after shooting at 100 targets.

Khalifa Shlash won the gold medal by
hitting 177 targets over 8 rounds in two
days, while the silver medal was won by
Ghazi Al-Daihani who hit 171, and the
bronze went to Muath Al-Rashid with 169
targets following a shot off with Abdallah
Al-Rashidi after hitting the same number of
target.

There was also an entertaining round for
the pioneers of shooting, who enjoyed being
in the range and remembered their past.

A simple ceremony concluded the tour-
nament during which President of Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federations, Chairman of
the Higher Organizing Committee Eng Duaij
Khalaf Al-Otaibi, who lauded the sporting
competition in which Kuwait, Kazakhstan,
Russia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE partic-
ipated. He said sporting competition differ
from other shooting events, but the organiz-
ing committee decided to have it coincide
with Grand Prix.

President of the Asian Shooting
Confederation Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah appreciated the
efforts of the Higher Organizing Committee
of HH the Amir’s Ninth International Grand
Prix, to bring it out in the ideal manner and
reach the required level that fits Kuwait
shooting reputation.

Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud, who attended
the sporting event, added shooters of both
genders had a major role in ensuring the
success of the tournament due to strong
competition, as everyone was keen to win a

medal. Sheikh Salman also commended the
organization and attention to the smallest of
details by all sub-committees.

He finally thanked all referees who exert-
ed extra effort in order to ensure fair play,
and the refereeing department gained the
respect of all those participants in the
Grand Prix.

Meanwhile, President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Eng. Duaij Al-Otaibi
said results of Kuwait’s shooters were satis-
factory, and that they reached the finals in
the trap and skeet event with Mansour Al-
Rashidi winning the skeet bronze, despite
the strong competition by Italian, Czech and
Kazakhstan shooters, and this confirms that
Kuwait shooting is on the right path to make
more achievements.

Al-Otaibi said the Grand Prix received
praise from the International Shooting Sport

Federation (ISSF) and officials who attended
the tournament, as he thanked HH the Amir
for the unlimited and continued support for
the Grand Prix and shooting in general.

Final Medals Tally

Country Gold Silver Bronze
Kuwait 2 2 3
Serbia 2 1 1
Italy 1 3 1
Kazakhstan 1 2 3
UAE 1 0 0
Greece 1 0 0
Bulgaria 0 1 0
Pakistan 0 1 0
Armenia 0 0 1
Lithuania 0 0 1

Kuwait bags two gold as Amir 
shooting grand prix concludes

HARADH: The 2020 Dakar Rally once
again proved itself the toughest motor-
sports race out there on day 10 as it waved
competitors off for a two-part marathon
stage. The first leg of the marathon took
place between Haradh and Shubayta, taking
the convoy over the perilous dunes of Saudi
Arabia’s Empty Quarter.

Things had started to get a little uncom-
fortable for car race leader Carlos Sainz
(ESP) during the Dakar’s second week. His
lead of 10 minutes had been cut to just 24
seconds. However, on Stage 10 the
Spaniard was once again able to increase
his advantage at the front of the race.

“One waypoint was difficult but some-
how we managed to get it. Everything
worked fine for us.” - Carlos Sainz

Sainz’s lead now stands at over 18 min-
utes with Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) still
lodged in second overall. After Al-Attiyah
comes StÈphane Peterhansel (FRA), just 16
seconds behind the reigning champion in
third overall. Al-Attiyah and Peterhansel are
both left to ponder if today’s navigation
mistakes have cost them the win at the first
Dakar held in the Middle East.

“We took a wrong turn which gave us
20 kilometres extra to drive. We lost 19
minutes on Carlos (Sainz) but this is how it
goes. We still have a long day tomorrow
and everything is still possible.” - Nasser
Al-Attiyah

Joining stage winner Sainz on the day 10
podium was Kuba Przygonski (POL) in
second and Giniel De Villiers (ZAF) in third.
“There were a lot of drops and it was hard
to understand which dunes are sharp and
which are rounded. We did a good job, kept
a strong rhythm and we’re happy to finish
this stage.” - Kuba Przygonski

Racing on Stage 10 was halted at the
345-kilometre mark as a safety precaution
due to extremely high winds on the track.
As a consequence there were no major
gains in the bike race, with leader Ricky
Brabec (USA) protecting a lead of 25 min-
utes with two stages remaining.

Red Bull KTM Factory Team trio Toby
Price (AUS), Matthias Walkner (AUT) and
Luciano Benavides (ARG) will look to make
a late charge for the lead on Stage 11, the
second part of the marathon stage. Price,
Walkner and Benavides are fourth, sixth
and seventh respectively in the general
classification. “It was really fast in the bro-
ken dunes at the beginning. Then we came
to a section that was tough navigation, very
tricky. Many people got lost here, but I

managed to do well.” - Luciano Benavides
Top placed female Laia Sanz (ESP) stays

17th overall at the midway point of the
marathon stage. 

“I’m happy to be here safe and I’m look-
ing forward to getting to the finish line.” -
Laia Sanz

The side-by-side stage was once again
dominated by Red Bull Off-Road Team
USA as they picked up a second consecu-
tive 1-2 result. This time it was Mitch
Guthrie Jr. (USA) winning the stage, the
third of his debut Dakar. “We went 1-2
again so it’s another successful day. It’s
marathon stage so tonight we’ll be prep-
ping the cars for tomorrow.” - Mitch
Guthrie Jr.

Blade Hildebrand (USA) followed home
his team-mate Guthrie Jr. in second as the
pair continue to get the most out of racing
in the Dakar Experience class. In the SxS
general classification it looks as though a
Stage 10 wheel change has cost defending
champion Chaleco Lopez (CHI) the chance
of collecting back-to-back titles.

Stage 10 even delivered drama in the
quad race where Ignacio Casale (CHI) saw
his lead cut by nearly half an hour. Two-
time Dakar champion Casale’s advantage
now stands at just over 16 minutes, with
Simon Vitse (FRA) on a mission to chase
him down. “It was a stage to forget. After
200 kilometres, I got lost for around 40
minutes. I made a mistake that I shouldn’t
have made. It’s very serious because it
could have cost me victory on the rally.” -
Ignacio Casale

Things were a lot more straightforward
for Team Kamaz Master as they look to win
the first Dakar truck race hosted in Saudi
Arabia. All four Kamaz race trucks placed
in the Top 5 on Stage 10 and Andrey
Karginov (RUS) still looks very well placed
to pick up his second Dakar title.
Karginov’s team-mate Anton Shibalov
(RUS) is second overall. “It was an interest-
ing stage with some dangerous parts where
the dunes dropped sharply. With the
weather conditions how they were the race
organisers decided it was not possible to
finish the stage.” - Anton Shibalov

The competitors left in the Dakar are on
their own tonight in Shubaytah, denied the
assistance of their mechanics. They’ll need
to fix any problems on their machines
themselves before racing 379 kilometres
back to Haradh tomorrow on Stage 11. The
2020 Dakar finished on Friday in Al-
Qiddiya. 

Navigation challenges 
come thick and fast on 
Stage 10 at Dakar Rally


