
Mamadou Boye Diallo, an art cura-
tor with a penchant for heart-
shaped glasses, calls Dakar’s

working-class Medina neighborhood an
open-air museum.  Flitting on rollerblades
between colorful murals in this part of the
West African metropolis, Diallo, who is also
a guide to the area, points to works by
artists from all over the world.  He heads an
association which aims to use murals to
save fading colonial-era buildings from
destruction and to make art accessible to
all-not just “guys in suits and ties”.  The
result is beautiful, if jarring. Swirling
tableaux of geometrical or animal motifs
enliven the walls in the otherwise nonde-
script cityscape. 

One mural features a fist raised against a
hypnotic-blue background, for example.
Underneath it, carpenters work steadily at
wood pallets.  Another mural has two myste-
rious women set against brilliant indigos and
azures staring into the distance. A real-life
cow rummages on the ground at their feet.
Diallo and some associates started the asso-
ciation Yataal Art-which means “expand art”
in the Wolof language-in 2010. 

They were initially asking artists to dec-
orate walls. But now artists are coming to
them, says Melodie Petit, the associations’
vice-president. She adds that artists
approach families and ask permission
before painting, often offering them dinner
in return.  “It’s not a contract with a motor-
way company or a commercial sign. It’s
really a human contact,” Petit said.

‘Started little by little’ 
The group is also seeking to protect

Medina’s old colonial-era buildings from a
construction boom that is transforming the
face of Dakar. The neighborhood has its
roots in Senegal’s colonial past, when in
1914 French authorities moved black peo-
ple from central Dakar’s Plateau neighbor-
hood, according to historian Ibrahima
Thioub. Since then, the tight-knit commu-
nity has nurtured artists across generations
and has retained its identity even as new
migrants moved in from the countryside.
“While the Plateau was sleeping at night,
Medina was waking up,” Thioub said. 

World-renowned Senegalese singer
Youssou N’Dour is from Medina, for exam-
ple, and painter Kre M’Baye kept his studio
there.  But change is coming to Medina, as
rents skyrocket and large retailers set up
shop. Sociologist Djiby Diakhate says resi-
dents at one time all knew one another and

shared strong values.  “Nostalgic people
can’t find their way around now,” he said.
Guide Diallo wants to save the soul of the
neighborhood from “certain groups of elit-
ists” who come as developers. 

Painting the walls of old colonial build-
ings is meant to save them. “We started lit-
tle by little, now there are nearly 90
murals,” Diallo says. In many settings,
murals are likely to cause hostility as well
as popularity, but in this case, the majority
of local people interviewed by AFP said
they liked the art. Abdoulaye Bop, 34, a
postman whose uncle owns an eatery in the

neighborhood, said that “everyone here
likes the art, even if not everyone under-
stands it”. Nidiawar Kan, 47, a carpenter
who himself lives in an old Medina house,
agreed. “It’s very pretty,” he said. “It’s bet-
ter than dirty walls. And it brings changes
to the neighborhood. We see foreigners
taking photos,” he added, speaking in a
mixture of French and Wolof. More and
more tourists are visiting now, he says, but
their presence is not entirely trusted either.
“We want to keep our originality,” Diallo
adds. “We are not on TripAdvisor.” — AFP
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Panda cubs born in 2019 play next to decorations to celebrate the upcoming Lunar New Year of the Rat, which falls on January 25 this year, at the Shenshuping breeding base of Wolong National Nature Reserve in Wenchuan, China’s
southwestern Sichuan province. — AFP

Artist Haby Diallo gestures next to her work during the Tambambalou exhibition in the
Madina District of Dakar. — AFP photos

Mamadou Boye Diallo (left), the founder of the Yataal Art fair, speaks with a friend during
the Tambambalou exhibition in the Madina District of Dakar.

Therese Dion, the mother of “Titanic”
singer Celine and affectionately known
as “Maman Dion” has died at the age

of 92, the performer said Friday. “Maman, we
love you so much... We dedicate tonight’s
show to you and I’ll sing to you with all my
heart,” said the singer, who was to perform
later in Miami. The star also posted on social
media an old black and white family photo
showing the matriarch surrounded by her
husband and their 14 children. “Maman Dion
died peacefully at home, last night, surround-
ed by her family,” said Productions Feeling,
which manages Celine Dion’s career.

Therese Dion was the wife of Adhemar
Dion, who died after a long illness in 2003,
and the mother of 14 children, the youngest
of whom, Celine, has sold almost 250 million
albums. She launched her 12-year-old daugh-
ter’s career when she sent a cassette record-
ing of her singing to Canadian music produc-
er Rene Angelil in January 1981. He was
impressed by her voice, and took her on.
They later married, in 1994. Therese Dion
hosted a cooking show on television for many

years, launching her own line of dishes called
“Pates de Maman Dion.”

She also launched a foundation to provide
school clothes and supplies to underprivi-
leged children in Quebec.  Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau offered his condolences to her
family, saying on Twitter that the elder Dion
“has a special place in our hearts-she was an
icon in her own right and a generous philan-
thropist.” Quebec Premier Francois Legault
paid tribute to “a remarkable woman, so gen-
erous, so loving, who devoted her entire life
to the well-being of her family.” 

“Our greater Quebec family weeps at her
departure,” he added. “We have only one
mom, and the one who raised and supported
one of the biggest voices in the world died.
All my condolences to the Dion family,”
Canada’s heritage minister Steven Guilbeault
said. A grandmother of 32, Dion had 48
great-grandchildren and was great-great-
grandmother to six others, the Canadian
channel TVA said. Celine Dion is currently on
her first international tour in a decade, pro-
moting her album “Courage.” — AFP

In this file photo Celine Dion and Therese Tanguay Dion attend the premiere of Celine: Through The
Eyes of The World presented by Piaget at Regal South Beach Cinema in Miami Beach, Florida. —AFP


