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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump took aim at
Virginia Democrats and their push to stiffen the state’s gun
laws, saying that the US Constitution was under attack just
as thousands of armed militia members began arriving in
Richmond for tomorrow’s gun rally.

Trump doubled down with his support of gun enthusi-
asts in the state, which Hilary Clinton won in 2016 and
where Democrats took full control of the state legislature
for the first time in a generation in November, as candi-
dates made passing stronger gun control laws a central
campaign theme.

“Your 2nd Amendment is under very serious attack in
the Great Commonwealth of Virginia,” Trump wrote in a
post on Twitter Friday night, referring to the amendment in
the Bill of Rights that gives Americans the right to keep
and bear firearms. “That’s what happens when you vote for
Democrats, they will take your guns away.”

The Virginia Senate late on Thursday passed bills to
require background checks on all firearms sales, limit
handgun purchases to one a month, and restore local gov-
ernments’ right to ban weapons from public buildings and
other venues.

Gun-control activists have reported a growing number
of online death threats as the lawmakers press on and
ahead of a rally by arms enthusiasts tomorrow in

Richmond, the state capital, which authorities are trying to
keep from becoming violent.

Both Virginia legislative houses are expected to pass
the new laws including universal background checks, a ban
on assault rifles, and “red flag” laws that would allow
courts and local law enforcement to remove guns from
people deemed a risk to communities, among other meas-
ures. Supporters say more restrictive laws would help
decrease the number of people killed by guns each year.
Gun-rights activists assert that the constitution guarantees
their right to possess any firearm.

Militias, neo-Nazis and other groups have vowed to
swarm the capital and police are expecting several thou-
sand people at the pro-gun rally tomorrow. On Thursday,
the FBI arrested three members of a small neo-Nazi group
who authorities said hoped to ignite a race war through
violent acts at the rally, reminiscent of a 2017 white
supremacist rally in nearby Charlottesville.

That rally proved a critical moment in the rise of the
“alt-right,” a loose alignment of fringe groups centered
on white nationalism and emboldened by Trump’s 2016
election. Trump was criticized from the left and right for
initially saying there were “fine people on both sides” of
the dispute between neo-Nazis and their opponents at
the rally. — Reuters

Ahead of tinder box Virginia gun rally,
Trump says Constitution under attack

Gun-control activists reported growing number of online death threats

Children cannot sue
US government
over climate change 
WASHINGTON: A US federal appeals court on Friday
threw out a lawsuit by children and young adults who
claimed they had a constitutional right to be protected
from climate change, in a major setback to efforts to
spur the US government to address the issue.

In a 2-1 decision, the 9th US Circuit Court of
Appeals said the plaintiffs, who were between the ages
of 8 and 19 when the lawsuit began in 2015, lacked legal
standing to sue the United States. Circuit Judge
Andrew Hurwitz said the majority reached its conclu-
sion “reluctantly,” given “compelling” evidence the gov-
ernment had long promoted fossil fuels despite know-
ing they could cause catastrophic climate change, and
that failing to change policies could hasten an “environ-
mental apocalypse.”

Our Children’s Trust, an Oregon-based non-profit
behind the lawsuit, said in a statement that it would
seek an 11-judge panel of the court to review the deci-
sion. The ruling had “catastrophic implications,” said
Julia Olson, the group’s executive director. A
Department of Justice spokesman said the government
was pleased with the outcome.

The 21 children and young adults had accused fed-
eral officials and oil industry executives of violating
their due process right to a “climate system capable of
sustaining human life,” by knowing for decades that
carbon pollution poisons the environment but doing
nothing about it. The government argued that neither
US law or history supported the young people’s claim
of a fundamental right to a “livable climate.” It also
called the lawsuit an unconstitutional attempt to control
the entire country’s climate and energy policy through
a single court.

Hurwitz said the case left “little basis for denying
that climate change is occurring at an increasingly rap-
id pace,” but that addressing it required “complex poli-
cy decisions entrusted, for better or worse, to the wis-
dom and discretion” of the White House and Congress.

“That the other branches may have abdicated their
responsibility to remediate the problem does not con-
fer on Article III courts, no matter how well-inten-
tioned, the ability to step into their shoes,” he wrote.

The dissenting judge, US District Judge Josephine
Staton, said the Constitution did not “condone the
Nation’s willful destruction” through climate change,
likening government inaction to shutting down all defens-
es to an asteroid barreling toward Earth. —Reuters

Pentagon denies
trying to underplay
injuries from 
Iran attack
WASHINGTON: The Pentagon said on Friday
there had been no effort to play down or delay the
release of information on concussive injuries from
Iran’s Jan 8 attack on a base hosting US forces in
Iraq, saying the public learned just hours after the
defense secretary.

US President Donald Trump, Defense Secretary
Mark Esper and others throughout the US govern-
ment for a week had said that Iran’s attack on
bases in Iraq, in retaliation for the killing of a
Iranian general, had not killed or injured any US
servicemembers.

That is no longer true, the Pentagon now
acknowledges. But US military leadership in
Washington only became aware on Thursday that
11 US service members were flown out of Iraq due
to concussive symptoms, Pentagon spokesman
Jonathan Hoffman said. “This idea that there was an
effort to de-emphasize injuries for some sort of
amorphous political agenda doesn’t hold water,”
Hoffman said.

But the disclosure of the concussive symptoms
late on Thursday, more than a week after the attack
itself, is likely at a minimum to open a debate about
the Pentagon’s longstanding treatment of brain
injury as a different class of wounds that it says do
not require immediate reporting up the chain of
command.

US military has to immediately report incidents
threatening life, limb or eyesight. But suspected
brain injury, which can take time to manifest and
diagnose, does not have that urgent requirement.
Esper was only informed on Thursday that the
service members were flown out of Iraq to receive
additional screening and treatment in bases in
Kuwait and Germany, the Pentagon said.

The first US service member was flown out of
Iraq on Jan. 10 for further evaluation, while others
were flown out on Jan 15. “They were under their
own power, on aircraft and on their way,” Hoffman
said. He noted that top Pentagon officials have not
sought to minimize Iran’s attack and instead
repeatedly said Iran tried to kill US troops when it
fired 16 short-range ballistic missiles at two Iraqi
bases from at least three locations inside Iran.

In his first Friday prayers sermon in eight years,
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, told
worshippers chanting “Death to America” that the
elite Guards could take their fight beyond Iran’s
borders after the US killing of a top Iranian com-
mander. — Reuters

After feud with
Warren, Sanders
airs ad aimed 
at women
WASHINGTON: Democratic presidential
contender Bernie Sanders, stung by a feud
with progressive ally Elizabeth Warren
over gender and electability, released an
ad aimed at women voters in New
Hampshire on Friday touting his support
for women’s rights.

Ahead of a weekend trip to the state
that votes second in the Democratic presi-
dential nominating race next month, the ad
highlights Sanders’ support for equal pay,
abortion rights, paid family leave and
affordable child care.

“Bernie Sanders is on our side and
always has been,” the female narrator says
in the ad, which the campaign said would
air in New Hampshire along with a second
video touting Sanders’ ambitious goals
such as universal healthcare and afford-
able college.

“Women do not need 80 cents on the

dollar. They need the whole damn dollar,”
Sanders says in the television spot, which
also aired on Monday in Iowa, the state
that kicks off the Democratic presidential
voting on Feb 3.

Sanders, a US senator from Vermont,
has been on the defensive this week after
Warren accused him of telling her in a 2018
meeting that a woman could not win the
White House in 2020. Sanders has denied
saying it.

The feud between the two old friends
and leading liberals was fanned when a
microphone caught Warren, who repre-
sents Massachusetts in the US Senate,
telling Sanders after Tuesday’s debate in
Iowa that he had accused her of lying on
national television.

The spat threatens to sidetrack Sanders’
recent momentum just as he had begun to
rise in opinion polls of the Democratic race
to find a challenger to Republican President
Donald Trump. New Hampshire will vote in
the state-by-state race on Feb 11.

Sanders is battling Warren, former US
Vice President Joe Biden and Mayor Pete
Buttigieg of South Bend, Indiana, in a tight
race for the top in both states. Some polls
show Sanders, who has strong support
among young and liberal voters, trailing
his top rivals among women. A Monmouth
University poll in New Hampshire from

earlier this month found him slightly trail-
ing all three leading rivals among likely
women voters.

Sanders plans to campaign in New
Hampshire during the weekend, with a

quick trip to South Carolina and Iowa
tomorrow before returning to
Washington next week for the start of
Trump’s impeachment trial in the US
Senate. — Reuters

Supreme Court 
takes up US 
presidential Electoral
College dispute
WASHINGTON: As the 2020 race heats up, the Supreme
Court agreed on Friday to hear a dispute involving the
complex US presidential election system focusing on
whether Electoral College electors are free to break their
pledges to back the candidate who wins their state’s pop-
ular vote, an act that could upend an election.

The Supreme Court will take up appeals in two cases -
from Washington state and Colorado - involving electors
who decided to vote in the Electoral College process for
someone other than Democrat Hillary Clinton in 2016 even
though she won the popular vote in their states.

The justices will determine if such so-called faithless
electors have the discretion to cast Electoral College votes
as they see fit or whether states can impose restrictions
including with penalties. The case is expected to be
argued in April and decided by the end of June.

President Donald Trump is seeking re-election on Nov
3, with a field of Democrats seeking their party’s nomina-
tion to challenge him. His administration did not take a side
in either case. “We are glad the Supreme Court has recog-
nized the paramount importance of clearly determining the
rules of the road for presidential electors for the upcoming
election and all future elections,” said Lawrence Lessig, a
lawyer for the faithless electors sanctioned in Washington
and Colorado. Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold,
a Democrat, said she hopes the justices will let states

enforce their laws. “Unelected and unaccountable presi-
dential electors should not be allowed to decide the presi-
dential election without regard to voters’ choices and state
law,” Griswold said. The dispute involves the US presiden-
tial election system set out in the US Constitution in which
the winner is determined not by amassing a majority of the
national popular vote but by securing a majority of the
electoral votes that are allotted to the 50 US states and
the District of Columbia.

Individuals who serve as Electoral College electors -
typically party loyalists - cast these votes. All states, with
the exception of Maine and Nebraska, have a winner-
takes-all system awarding all electors to the presidential
candidate who wins the state’s popular vote.

The number of electors in each state is the sum of its
two US senators and its number of members in the House
of Representatives, based on population size. The District
of Columbia, which is not a state, is allotted three electors.

Typically an overlooked formality, the Electoral College
took on greater importance after the 2016 election, when
10 electors cast ballots for someone other than their party’s
candidate. That was an unusually high number of faithless
electors and could have changed the outcome in five of the
58 prior US presidential elections, according to legal
papers in one of the appeals filed at the Supreme Court.

Trump defeated Democratic rival Hillary Clinton by a
margin of 304 to 227 Electoral College votes despite los-
ing the popular vote nationally by about 3 million votes.
Faithless electors could change the outcome of presiden-
tial elections with thinner Electoral College margins.

Electors pledge to vote for their party’s candidate if
that person wins the state’s popular vote. At issue in the
cases are laws requiring that electors follow through on
those pledges. While 32 states and the District of
Columbia have such laws, a handful enforce them by
removing and replacing faithless electors, or in some cas-
es, imposing fines. — Reuters

WARRENTON: A frame displays a portrait of Culpeper County Sheriff Scott Jenkins at the Sheriff’s Office in
Culpeper, Virginia, a Second Amendment sanctuary some 75 miles (120 kilometers) from Washington, DC on
January 16, 2020. — AFP

DES MOINES, IOWA: Sen Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Sen Bernie Sanders (I-VT) speak as
Tom Steyer looks on after the Democratic presidential primary debate at Drake University
on January 14, 2020 in Des Moines, Iowa. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump walk across the South Lawn toward
Marine One at the White House on January 17, 2020 in Washington, DC. — AFP

Pompeo to probe
possible surveillance
of Ukraine envoy
WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
promised Friday to investigate whether the ousted ambas-
sador to Ukraine was being spied on by President Donald
Trump’s supporters but said he was unaware if so.

House Democrats, who cited Trump’s dismissal of
ambassador Marie Yovanovitch as they impeached him,
released documents this week that suggested that the
envoy was under private surveillance. After days of the
State Department not commenting, Pompeo said in two
interviews with conservative media that he had not previ-
ously heard of any surveillance of Yovanovitch. “We do our
best to make sure that no harm will come to anyone,” he
told radio host Tony Katz. “We will do everything we need
to do to evaluate whether there was something that took
place there.”

“I suspect that much of what’s been reported will ulti-
mately prove wrong, but our obligation — my obligation as
secretary of state — is to make sure that we evaluate, inves-
tigate,” he said. Pompeo said he has never met Lev Parnas, a
Ukrainian-born American who was working with Trump’s
personal lawyer, former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani.

The documents released by House Democrats detailed
exchanges in which Yovanovitch’s location was discussed,
indicating that she may be under watch. Ukraine earlier
announced a probe amid indications that officials joined
the alleged surveillance effort. Trump last year removed
Yovanovitch as ambassador and later denounced her in a
call with his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky
that triggered his impeachment. — AFP


