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Last week’s statements of Kuwait’s Minister of
Finance Mariam Al-Aqeel of a fiscal deficit in
the next budget of up to KD 9 billion has

indeed caused an uproar among Kuwaitis amid
public concerns about the possibility of imposing
taxes or reducing salaries. 

The views that were mentioned by the Minister
of Finance on how to address the financial deficit
have instigated public fears. Meanwhile, it was also
unfortunate that some people received the informa-
tion, re-published it or commented on it on social
media as if it was good news. This is what I person-
ally saw as a misjudgment of the situation, and it
came with a negative results as it provoked public
anger and came with backfire. Government propo-
nents blame salaries and subsidies for the deficit,
and not the mismanagement and expenditure which
could help reduce the pressure on the budget of
salaries. There was a public consensus to refuse
compromising salaries, which was expected.

I think the complaint about the increasing num-
bers of employees in the public sector stems from
the lack of support by the government to Kuwaitis
entering in the private sector; whose numbers are
very small. Out of an estimated 1.3 million jobs in the
private sector, only 70,000 are occupied by
Kuwaitis, knowing that the private sector does not
pay tax, nor has it faced any government pressure
to employ citizens. 

It is common in the Arab world for governments
to threaten citizens of imposing taxes and reducing
subsidies for goods due to a deficit in the state’s
general budget. It is sad because reducing  salaries
can lead to social and perhaps political unrest. I
think salary cuts should be brought up only when
government plans contribute to lowering prices and
inflation, and providing real job opportunities in the
private sector.

Also, no one wonders why the threat of salary
cuts is being brought up to address a government
financial deficit that has not been caused by people.
It is worthy of the Ministry of Finance to lay out a
new plan to develop new methods of increasing
revenues and developing public budget manage-
ment.

The Kuwaiti Cabinet had approved the general
budget 2020/2021 and asked government agencies
not to take any measures or decisions that would
add additional financial burdens on the state’s
budget. I think that is required now, but I wonder if
it is compulsory?

There is no doubt that there is no popular
acceptance of increasing fees or reducing salaries.
Such proposals are never approved by the public,
especially in Arab countries, because originally Arab
citizens have a lot of anxiety to deal with, whether
in dealing with services or the cost of living. They
are already under the pressure of limited income
and can’t afford more. 
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KUWAIT: With over 60,000 visitors, the Kuwait
Aviation Show concluded yesterday. On that occasion,
the show’s organizing committee announced that the
third version of the Kuwait Aviation Show will be held
on January 19, 2022. 

Head of the organizing committee Ismail Behbehani
said that the success of the Kuwait Aviation Show
2020 signifies that Kuwait became a main competitor
in the region’s aviation market. “The patronage of HH

the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for this important event signifies the interest of His
Highness in the development of the civil and military
aviation industry in the region in particular and in the
world in general,” he pointed out.

The four-day event was very successful, according
to the organizers. “The organizing committee will
evaluate the results of the aviation show to meet the
needs of participants after the conclusion of the event.
The air shows presented by all of the Kuwaiti Air
Force, the Saudi Hawks team, the Emirati cavalry team,

Italian Air Force Flight, the US and British Air Force, in
addition to Qatar’s Skydive team were great, and I
appreciate the efforts of all the participants who made
this event successful,” stressed Behbehani. “The great
number of participants in this year’s event reflects the
trust that Kuwait gained on the international level.
Also, this even serves the national economy in addi-
tion to refreshing different sectors including trans-
portation, tourism, telecommunications, and others,”
he further said.

According to Behbehani, the event received a wide

participation this year from specialized international
companies, making the venue an attractive platform
for everything related to the aviation industry and air-
port requirements. “The main goal of the Kuwait
Aviation Show 2020 is to place Kuwait on the interna-
tional agenda of the countries organizing exhibitions
that attract the world’s largest airlines. This year’s
show was attended by a huge number of international
companies from the commercial and military fields, in
addition to many VIPs from GCC and Arab countries,”
concluded Behbehani. 

Kuwait Aviation Show 2020 ‘huge
success’ with over 60,000 visitors

Next event to be held on January 19, 2022

KUWAIT: Al-Fursan, the United Arab Emirates Air Force display team, paints the sky with MB339 aircrafts during the Kuwait Aviation Show in Kuwait City on January 18, 2020. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait’s initiative
to protect Greater
Spotted Eagle 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS), in collaboration with the
Environment Public Authority (EPA), launched an envi-
ronmental initiative, the first of its kind in the region,
aimed to monitor and track the Greater Spotted
Eagles, during their annual pass in Kuwait, to protect
these birds from extinction. Speaking to the press yes-
terday, KFAS Scientific Culture Director Dr Salam Al-
Ablani said that within this initiative, the Kuwaiti
Environment Lens in cooperation with the Health
Consultant Dr Michael McGrady, put the first tracking
device on one of the eagles and launched it in Kuwait,
with the aim of tracking the bird during migration —
which was sponsored by the Foundation. The purpose

was also to study this species of eagle and collect
information about it, maintaining the ecological bal-
ance, especially since there are warnings witnessed by
humanity concerning the sixth wave of extinction of
living organisms, he added.

Ablani explained that EPA participated by tracking
migratory birds in Kuwait, adding that in an extensive
study, Kuwait was one of the first countries to seek
regionally in tracking down this eagle. This study focus-
es on identifying the movement of this bird, calculating
the daily range, their preferred areas and environments,
as well as the breeding grounds, he mentioned. KFAS’
strategy for the years 2017-2021 depended on promot-
ing scientific development in various fields through
local and international initiatives, along with funding
programs, aiming to raise awareness to society to sup-
port scientific research, he noted. This type of project
falls under the escalating trend of what is known as citi-
zen science, to encourage academic researchers, the
public and voluntary groups, to promote scientific prin-
ciples, he said. The Greater Spotted Eagle was threat-
ened with extinction, according to the International

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red list,
which migrated to Kuwait in the fall and stayed there
until spring, when the climate is suitable for it. —KUNA

The Greater Spotted Eagle

ACK honors 
Huawei ICT 
Skill Competition
winners
KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK) held a ceremony to honor the three
students and alumni who won high positions
in the national Huawei Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) Skill
Competition. The ceremony, which was pre-
pared jointly by the School of Engineering
and the Alumni and Career Placement
Center, was attended by ACK members
including Prof Isam Zabalawi - President of
ACK, Dr Mohamad Abdul Niby - Dean of
the School of Engineering, and Dr Zeina
Nehme - Manager of the Alumni and
Placement Center.

The three winners were 1st place win-
ner Mariam Al Qallaf - Alumna, 3rd place
winner Afsah Abdullah - Student, and 5th
place winner Emad Kebeish - Alumnus.
They were honored with medals and cer-
tificates provided by Huawei. 1st place
winner Mariam was also selected to go to
China to compete internationally and rep-
resent Kuwait in the Regional Huawei ICT
Competition.

The winners expressed their positive
feedback regarding the competition and
what they learned from it. Afsah Abdullah
said that “I really enjoyed the experience, I
received immense knowledge about coding
from Huawei”. Emad commented that “I
learned many things when it came to net-
works, it was a wonderful experience and I
loved the field as a hobby”. Mariam added
that “I learned that I don’t have to be only
constricted by my major. I am an electrical
engineer, while the competition was specific
to ICT. I was proud to have been able to
achieve 1st place while competing in a field
different than my own”. 

Dr Nehme expressed her pride in the

students for their hard work and efforts,
and also expressed gratitude for Huawei
for providing such a wonderful opportuni-
ty for students to challenge themselves.
“It was very beneficial for our students
and fresh graduates to be able to take
part in this competition. As an Alumni and
Career Placement Center we are very
proud that the competition was won by
ACK Alumni” said Dr Nehme.

Dr Abdul Niby congratulated the students
for this great achievement and encouraged
them to keep investing in the knowledge,
competencies and skills that they acquired
during their study at ACK. He also thanked the
faculty members at the School of Engineering

whose support and advices for the students
were crucial for this big success. He particu-
larly thanked Dr Hassan Salti - Head of
Electrical Engineering, Dr Mohamed Omar -
Head of Petroleum Engineering, and
Mohammad Zaki - Senior Instructor of
Electrical Engineering. 

Furthermore, in recognition of their
efforts, ACK received the Excellent
Academy Award from Huawei this year for
the second year in a row. Also, a collabo-
rative project with Huawei is currently
being explored to further improve the
performance of ACK students in the ICT
sector and is expected to be made official
very soon.

Horeca Kuwait
2020 kicks off
tomorrow
KUWAIT: Under auspices of Minister of Finance and Acting
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel and
with the presence of the secretary general of the supreme coun-
cil of planning and development Dr Khaled Mahdi, the Horeca
Kuwait 2020 exhibition opens tomorrow at Kuwait International
Fair Grounds in Mishref. The three-day event, organized by the
Leaders Group Company for Consulting and Development in
collaboration with the Hospitality Services Company, features
participation of companies specialized in hospitality, catering
and hotel equipment.

In this regard, Leaders Group stressed that Horeca is unique
in terms of its type and size in Kuwait, adding that the opening
ceremony would be held at hall number 8 starting with a speech

by Dr Khaled Mahdi tackling the progress in Kuwait’s develop-
ment plan and the significance of the hospitality sector. The fol-
lowing speaker will be Leaders Group general manager and head
of the organizing committee Nabila Al-Anjeri. before she accom-
panies all guests on a tour around the exhibition. 

The organizing group also noted that the opening ceremo-
ny would be attended by heads of diplomatic, commercial and
touristic missions designated in Kuwait, public sector officials,
heads of boards of directors, experts and heads of chef unions
in a number of European, Arab and Asian countries, who
would take part in cooking competitions to be held at the
exhibition’s sidelines. 

Moreover, the organizing committee explained that in view of
the huge number of participants in this year’s cooking competi-
tions, it decided to actually begin the competition tomorrow
morning starting with the pasta, food basket, pastry, chocolate
carving, wedding cake and ceremonial cake competitions fol-
lowed by Kuwaiti desserts and dishes, bed making, Asian culinary
and sandwich competitions, then distributing the first day awards. 

The first day will also include a seminar at 5 pm on “Growing
Tendencies in Food and Beverages,” which is intended to shed
light on how and when to invest in Kuwait. the speakers on this

seminar will be Ventri Group founding partner and CEO Khaled
Al-Baqer, Seazen Group general manager Mohammed Al-
Wehaib, Frank Bordoni from Al-Shaya Group, and Qout Market
founding partner Nawaf Al-Hussein. Finally, the organizing com-
mittee said that Australian ambassador to Kuwait Jonathan
Gilbert, the French ambassador Marie Masdupuy and Crowne
Plaza Hotel would throw special dinners to honor the cooking
competitions’ jury panel and Horeca organizing committee.

Mariam Al-Aqeel Khaled Mahdi


