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MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo was too ill to play,
while Zlatan Ibrahimovic spent the evening
resting on the bench, but even without their
biggest stars, Juventus and AC Milan cruised
into the last eight of the Italian Cup on
Wednesday.

Juventus beat visiting Udinese 4-0 in the
late game, after Milan had dispatched SPAL,
3-0. In the first game of the evening, 10-man
Fiorentina beat Atalanta 2-1. Ronaldo was
sidelined after suffering an attack of sinusitis
in the afternoon, but he is not the only ace in
the Juventus pack.  After 16 minutes, Paulo Dy-
bala carved through Udinese with a series of
quick one-twos, finishing with a couple of ex-
changes with centre forward Gonzalo Higuain.
When his Argentine compatriot played a pass
one little behind him, Dybala spun and floated
the ball onto Higuain’s chest and he strode for-
ward and scored. 

“That was a goal of rare beauty, to see three
or four exchanges like that at high speed. It was
worth the price of the ticket,” said Juve coach
Maurizio Sarri. “I love to see goals like that with
fast passing, but they can only work with play-
ers of great technical quality.”

Ten minutes after the opener, Udinese goal-
keeper Nicolas tripped Federico Bernardeschi
and Dybala converted the penalty. Dybala
scored a in the 58th minute, clipping the ball
over Nicolas from the right edge of the box. Two

minutes later Douglas Costa converted Juve’s
second penalty after Bram Nuytinck handled. 

In Milan, Krzysztof Piatek, who is reportedly
on the verge of a move to Tottenham Hotspur,
outpaced the sluggish SPAL offside trap to give
the home team the lead after 20 minutes.
Samuel Castillejo curled a precise left-foot shot
inside the far post just before half time.

Fullback Theo Hernandez added a third in
the 66th minute, surging upfield and smashing
home a left-foot shot from just outside the
penalty area. In Tuscany, Spaniard Pol Lirola
collected Erik Pulgar’s long pass before charg-
ing towards goal and slotting home his first
Fiorentina goal six minutes from time, winning
the tie for the hosts despite German Pezzella’s
sending off 14 minutes earlier. Patrick Cutrone
also scored his first goal for the club when he
put Fiorentina ahead in the 11th minute of his
first start since arriving on loan from Wolver-
hampton Wanderers last week.

The away side scored a deserved leveller
when former Fiorentina man Ilicic turned in a
superb Ruslan Malinovskiy cross. But Lirola
won the tie to set up a tough match with Serie
A title chasers Inter Milan. The winner of that
clash face either Lazio or Napoli in the semifi-
nals. On Tuesday, Inter thumped Cagliari 4-1
with Romelu Lukaku scoring twice. Holders
Lazio, who are on a club-record run of 10
straight wins in Serie A, made short work of

Cremonese in their 4-0 victory in Rome. Trou-
bled Napoli eased into the quarters with a 2-0
win over Perugia thanks to two Lorenzo In-
signe penalties.

In the last eight, AC Milan will face Torino
who beat Genoa on penalties last week. Juven-
tus will play the winner of the last tie of the
round, Roma at Parma later. — AFP

Juventus score ‘goal of rare 
beauty’ in Italian Cup cruise

PSG crush Monaco 
PARIS: Paris St Germain secured a convincing 4-1 victory
at Monaco in a rescheduled game to open an eight-point
lead at the top of the Ligue 1 standings on Wednesday.

Three days after the sides drew 3-3 at the Parc des
Princes, Kylian Mbappe scored twice, Neymar netted a
penalty and second-half substitute Pablo Sarabia was also
on target for PSG, while Tiemoue Bakayoko briefly re-
duced the arrears for Monaco.

PSG moved to 49 points from 20 games and have clear
water between themselves and second-placed Olympique
de Marseille on 41. Stade Rennais are five points further adrift
in third after the Brittany side beat Nimes 1-0 away courtesy
of a second-half Adrien Hunou goal on Wednesday.

Monaco are ninth on 29 points. PSG went ahead in the
24th minute when Mbappe beat the offside trap to collect
Angel Di Maria’s through-ball and beat Benjamin Lecomte
with a low angled shot.

Keeper Keylor Navas preserved PSG’s advantage with
a fine save to deny Gelson Martins’ half-volley four min-
utes later. Neymar made it 2-0 two minutes into the sec-
ond half, converting a penalty, after Layvin Kurzawa had
been brought down by Kamil Glik, for his ninth goal in his
last eight appearances for the capital side.

Sarabia put the result beyond doubt in the 72nd by vol-
leying home from fellow substitute Marco Verratti’s pass
a minute after the pair had come off the bench. Bakayoko
pulled one back for the hosts, poking the ball home from
Adrien Silva’s free kick in the 87th, only for Mbappe to
score again one minute into stoppage time at the end of a
sharp counter attack after being set up by Neymar.

Mbappe has now scored 13 goals in 14 games, one
fewer than Monaco’s Wissam Ben Yedder, the league’s top
scorer. — Reuters

TURIN: Juventus’ Welsh midfielder Aaron Ramsey (R) challenges Udinese’s Bosnian midfielder
Mato Jajalo during the Italian Cup (Coppa Italia) round of 16 football match Juventus vs Udi-
nese at the Juventus stadium in Turin. — AFP

Man Utd bid to 
halt Liverpool 
juggernaut again
LONDON: Manchester United are the only club to take points
off runaway leaders Liverpool in the Premier League this season
and they will try and do so again in Sunday’s match at Anfield.

Even the dreamiest of dreamers from the Old Trafford Theatre
of Dreams would recognise, however, that it would be against the
odds to come away from Merseyside with another positive result
after the 1-1 draw in October.

One of the fiercest rivalries in English football has been one-
sided of late. Liverpool, the European and world club champions
and on course to become Premier League invincibles, have won
their last 18 matches at Anfield and not lost at home in the top
flight since April 2017.

The Reds have 61 points from a possible 63 and are on a club
record 38-match unbeaten run — their last defeat coming in Jan-
uary last year against Manchester City. Juergen Klopp’s men have
also scored in every league match this campaign, equalling the
club’s best streak from the start of a season while going 585 min-
utes without conceding — six successive clean sheets.

United have lost six times this season and are fifth in the league,
27 points adrift of their arch-rivals having played one game more.
Klopp, however, is preparing for another tricky challenge. “The
rest of the season is still quite long and we have a lot of tough
games to play, the next one especially tough, and we have to make
sure we are ready for that,” he said after Liverpool beat Totten-
ham Hotspur 1-0 on Sunday.

United striker Marcus Rashford, who scored against Liverpool
at Old Trafford, started Wednesday’s FA Cup third-round replay
against Wolverhampton Wanderers on the bench but he was sent
on in the second half and lasted only 15 minutes before leaving
the field due to injury. That will be a major concern for manager

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer but better news for him is the likely return
of defender Eric Bailly, sidelined since July with a knee injury.

OLD BOSS
Liverpool’s city rivals Everton will be in London for a clash at

West Ham United on Saturday that pits the Toffees against their
old boss David Moyes. The Scot spent more than 11 years at Ever-
ton, before moving to Manchester United for a short and unhappy
tenure, and guided them to fourth in the league in 2004-05.

Fond memories aside, defeat by Everton would be a serious
blow to the 16th-placed Hammers’ bid to stay well clear of the
relegation zone with only a point separating them from Aston
Villa in 18th.

Second-placed Manchester City, the champions, host Crystal
Palace on Saturday while Leicester City, third, are at Burnley in
Sunday’s early kickoff. Jose Mourinho’s Tottenham Hotspur
travel to Watford, revitalised under new manager Nigel Pearson.

Fourth-placed Chelsea are at Newcastle United while Arse-
nal, in 10th, host high-flying Sheffield United at the Emirates. Ar-
senal have top scorer Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang suspended,
however, after he collected a red card in the last match against
Crystal Palace.

Bournemouth will be hoping to leap clear of the drop zone
when they travel to Norwich City for a basement battle between
the two bottom sides. — Reuters

SPANISH LEAGUE
CD Leganes v Getafe CF 23:00
beIN Sports

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Schalke 04 v Borussia Monchengladbach 22:30
beIN Sports HD 5
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