
S p o r t s Friday, January 17, 2020

Friday46

ADELAIDE: Two-time Grand Slam winner Si-
mona Halep will head into the Australian Open
with room for improvement after being upset 6-
4, 6-2 by Aryna Sabalenka yestersday at the
ATP-WTA Adelaide International.

The reigning Wimbledon champion and for-
mer world number one dropped serve five times
and was flattened in the second set by her op-
ponent from Belarus. The 71-minute rout leaves
Halep standing 1-1 for the season with the first
Grand Slam of the year starting on Monday in
Melbourne.

Sabalenka will battle Dayana Yastremska on
Friday for a place in the final after the Ukrain-
ian 19-year-old beat a second top 20 opponent
this week when she put out Croat Donna Vekic
6-4, 6-3.

Sabalenka, ranked 12th to Halep’s fourth, won
her first match after two losses to the Romanian,
coached by Australian Darren Cahill. “It feels
great, we had a tough match and she played
well,” Sabalenka said. “I tried to stay focused on
each point. I don’t care about the Grand Slam,
I’m just playing each match.”

“I didn’t care about the past, I stayed in the
moment, that helped me to win.” In the first set,
Halep twice lost break advantages, with Sa-
balenka coming through with a third break of
serve in the final game on a double-fault from

the seed.
In the second, the Belarussian ran away with

it — Halep drew applause and raised her arms
in mock triumph as she finally won a game while
trailing 5-0, but the youngster fired a winning
return to seal match point.

Yastremska, ranked 24th, was thrilled to get
past Vekic. “It’s nice to be in the semi-finals
just in the beginning of the year,” she said. “I’m
not playing my best game, but it’s still nice.”
“I’m just getting my form. I have a big goal for
Australia, but I’m going to try to stay really re-
alistic and play match by match. That’s all I can
think about.”

Last year’s 2019 Australian Open semi-finalist
Danielle Collins crushed fourth seed Belinda
Bencic, sending the Swiss out in barely an hour
with four breaks of serve. The 27th-ranked
American will play either Australian top seed
Ashleigh Barty or Marketa Vondrousova next.

In men’s play, South African Lloyd Harris beat
Spanish fourth seed Pablo Carreno Busta 6-3, 6-
3 to book a semi-final berth. He will play a fellow
qualifier after Tommy Paul advanced over Spain’s
Albert Ramos-Vinolas 6-3, 6-4.

Russian third seed Andrey Rublev won his
sixth match of the season, with last weekend’s
Doha champion defeating Britain’s Dan Evans 6-
4, 3-6, 6-3. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Simona Halep of Romania hits a return against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during
their women’s singles quarter-final match at the Adelaide International tennis tournament in
Adelaide yesterday. — AFP

Wimbledon champion Halep knocked 
out in Adelaide quarter-finals

AUCKLAND: World number 13 Denis Shapo-
valov crashed out of the ATP Auckland Clas-
sic yesterday, beaten in straight sets by French
qualifier Ugo Humbert.

There was only one break in each set of the
evenly contested clash with Humbert winning
7-5, 6-4, clinching the victory with the Cana-
dian’s sixth double fault.

“I’m really, really, happy, it’s one of the
biggest wins of my career,” the 57th-ranked
Humbert said as he advanced to a semi-final
showdown big-serving American John Isner. 

“I tried to play each ball, I tried to stay fo-
cused and my plans were working.” 

Isner survived on his thunderous serve
with an impressive 25 aces to overcome Kyle
Edmund in the opening quarter-final.

While Edmund had the better of the fourth
seed for much of the match, Isner served his
way out of trouble when it mattered and the
Briton was unable to convert any of his nine
break points.

Both sets went to a tiebreak before the
American won 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/5) and ex-
pressed relief at making the final four.

“I know I was a bit fortunate to win today,
that’s how tennis goes, but I’m happy I’m in
the semi-finals,” said the two-time Auckland
champion who holds the world record for the
most aces in a match with 113 against French-
man Nicolas Mahut at Wimbledon two years

ago. “That match point, I played it very ag-
gressively and very well. Winning a match like
this can give me a lot of confidence going for-
ward for the rest of this tournament, the Aus-
tralian Open and for the rest of the year.”

Fifth-seed Benoit Paire battled through his
third three-setter in as many matches to beat
Australian John Millman.

The Frenchman made a nervous start,
dropping his first serve and losing the opening
set 6-3.

But once he added a touch of finesse to his
power game, drawing Millman forward with
delicate drop shots, Paire won the next two
sets 6-1, 6-4.

Hubert Hurkacz, the 20-year-old sixth seed
from Poland, outlasted the 38-year-old Feli-
ciano Lopez in a titanic three-set battle to de-
termine Paire’s semi-final opponent. 

After taking the first set 6-4, Hurkacz held
three match points at 6/3 in the second set tie
break but Lopez, who had knocked out top
seed Fabio Fognini in three sets the previous
day, refused to quit. 

He won three consecutive points to draw
level and the pair then went point for point
until Lopez triumphed at 13/11. 

Hurkacz broke immediately at the start of
the deciding set and held the advantage until
the end to complete a 6-4, 6-7 (11/13), 6-4
victory. — AFP

Shapovalov falls to French
qualifier Humbert in Auckland

MELBOURNE: World number one Rafael
Nadal will take on Bolivian Hugo Dellien
in the Australian Open first round next
week while Serena Williams faces Anasta-
sia Potapova in her quest for a 24th Grand
Slam title.

The Spaniard is attempting to match
Roger Federer’s record 20 Grand Slam
singles titles on his least favourite surface,
having won in Melbourne just once, back
in 2009. Australian Nick Kyrgios could be
waiting for him in the fourth round, the
draw revealed yesterday.

Defending champion Novak Djokovic
will start his bid to lift a record eighth Aus-
tralian Open title against Jan-Lennard
Struff. The Serb had a fine 2019, winning
five titles including at Melbourne Park and
Wimbledon on the way to ending the year
as number two, behind only Nadal.

Fresh from helping his country win the
ATP Cup, he will start his drive to extend
his incredible Melbourne run — he holds
a 68-8 record — against a German who
crashed at the first hurdle last year. 

Djokovic could meet Greek young gun
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the last eight. The
ageless Federer, 38, is up against American
Steve Johnson in the third quarter of the
men’s draw as he targets a seventh Aus-

tralian Open title, winning his last in 2018.
Williams, who is seeking to match Aus-

tralian Margaret Court’s record 24 major
singles titles, gets underway against 90th
ranked Russian Potapova with a potential
quarter-final against defending champion
Naomi Osaka.

Seeded eight, she heads into the tour-
nament on the back of ending a three-year
title drought by winning the Auckland
Classic. She is gunning for an eighth Aus-
tralian crown and her first Slam title since
Melbourne in 2017.

Her sister Venus has a blockbuster first
round clash against exciting young Amer-
ican Coco Gauff, with the winner poten-
tially facing Osaka in the third round. Third
seed Osaka starts her title defence against
Marie Bouzkova.

World number one Ashleigh Barty
opens against Ukraine’s Lesia Tsurenko,
with the French Open champion on a col-
lision course with last year’s finalist Petra
Kvitova in the last eight. Fourth seed Si-
mona Halep has a tough opening task
against Jennifer Brady, who beat Barty and
Maria Sharapova at the Brisbane Interna-
tional. Second seed Karolina Pliskova
takes on Kristina Mladenovic. —AFP

Comfortable Australian Open
starts for Nadal, Williams


