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LOS ANGELES: Markelle Fultz amassed 21
points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists, and the visit-
ing Orlando Magic ended the Los Angeles Lak-
ers’ nine-game winning streak with a 119-118
victory on Wednesday night. The triple-double
was the second of Fultz’s career. The other came
on April 11, 2018, for the Philadelphia 76ers
against the Milwaukee Bucks. Aaron Gordon
also scored 21 points for the Magic. Wes Iwundu
scored a career-high 19 points, Nikola Vucevic
also had 19, and Terrence Ross had 15 off the
bench for Orlando, which built a lead as big as
21 before withstanding several late Lakers rallies.
Quinn Cook led the Lakers with 22 points while
LeBron James finished with 19 points and 19 of
the team’s 34 assists. Los Angeles forward An-
thony Davis missed his fourth consecutive game
with a bruised tailbone, and the Lakers also
played without reserve point guard Rajon Rondo
(fractured finger).

DETROIT PISTONS 116 - 
BOSTON CELTICS 103

Career nights from Sekou Doumbouya and
Svi Mykhailiuk and a vintage performance by
Derrick Rose led short-handed Detroit past host
Boston. Doumbouya and Mykhailiuk had career
bests with 24 and 21 points, respectively, and
Rose scored 22 on 11-of-13 shooting. Markieff
Morris added 23 points off the bench, and Andre
Drummond (13 points, 13 rebounds) chipped in
a double-double as the Pistons won for just the
fourth time in their past 16 games. Gordon Hay-
ward had 25 points, and Jaylen Brown added 24
points and 12 rebounds as the Celtics lost for the
fourth time in their past six. Boston played with-
out forward Jayson Tatum, who was held out due
to a knee injury.

TORONTO RAPTORS 130 - 
OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 121

Norman Powell had 23 points off the bench
to help Toronto beat Oklahoma City on the road.
Toronto shot a season-high 61.2 percent from

the floor, with Powell going 9 of 11. Toronto has
battled injuries that recently left the team with-
out three regular starters. While Fred VanVleet
remains sidelined, the Raptors got back Pascal
Siakam back Sunday and then Marc Gasol re-
turned to the lineup Wednesday. Siakam scored
21 points on 9-of-15 shooting, while Gasol added
15. Gasol was playing for the first time since Dec.
18. Dennis Schroder scored 25 points off the
bench to lead the Thunder. Oklahoma City got
57 points from its reserves.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 117 -
HOUSTON ROCKETS 107

Damian Lillard and CJ McCollum combined
for 49 points as Portland controlled the tempo
throughout its victory over host Houston. Lillard
posted 25 points, seven rebounds and seven as-
sists while McCollum added 24 points and six
assists to lead a Portland attack that featured all
five scorers tallying double figures. Anthony,
playing in Houston for the first time since the
Rockets released him early last season, posted
a double-double of 18 points and 12 rebounds.
Russell Westbrook produced a triple-double of
31 points, 11 rebounds and 12 assists while Eric
Gordon scored 20 points off the Houston
bench. Ben McLemore added 17 points and
Clint Capela had 14 points and 18 rebounds, but
with Harden taking just 12 shots, Houston
lacked the offensive thrust to keep pace with
the Trail Blazers.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 117 - 
BROOKLYN NETS 106

Tobias Harris posted 34 points with 10 re-
bounds and hit three clutch shots in the final 2:20
as Philadelphia continued its home dominance
by making all the plays down the stretch in beat-
ing Brooklyn. Harris scored 11 of his points in the
last 5:07 of the fourth quarter, when the Sixers
outscored Brooklyn 31-16. He scored nine of his
points in Philadelphia’s game-ending, 13-2 run
over the final 3 1/2 minutes in Philadelphia’s 19th

home win in 21 games this season. Ben Simmons
also posted 20 points and 11 rebounds for
Philadelphia, which shot 51.1 percent from the
floor. Kyrie Irving was held to 14 points on 6-of-
21 shooting in his third game back from right
shoulder impingement.

DENVER NUGGETS 100 - 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS 86

Michael Porter Jr. had 19 points, Mason Plum-
lee scored 15, and host Denver beat Charlotte.
Jerami Grant scored 14, Will Barton had 13 and
Nikola Jokic and PJ Dozier produced 12 each for
the Nuggets. Denver played the second half
without guard Jamal Murray, who sustained a
left ankle injury late in the second quarter and
did not return. Terry Rozier scored a game-high

20 points and handed out nine assists for the
Hornets. Devonte’ Graham, P.J. Washington and
Miles Bridges had 14 points each, and Cody
Zeller finished with 11.

MIAMI HEAT 106 - SAN 
ANTONIO SPURS 100

Kendrick Nunn scored 33 points to lead host
Miami over San Antonio. The 24-year-old rookie
hit 13 of 18 shots from the field, including 5 of 7
from 3-point range, for the Heat, who snapped
their first two-game losing streak of the season
and improved to a league-best 18-1 at home.
DeMar DeRozan scored 30 points to lead the
Spurs. DeRozan, who shot 12 of 14 from the field,
has scored 20 or more points in 12 consecutive
games.—Reuters

LOS ANGELES:  LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the ball against the Orlando
Magic at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

HARADH: Mini’s driver French Stephane Peterhansel and his co-driver Portuguese Paulo Fiuza
compete during the Stage 11 of the Dakar 2020 between Shubaytah and Haradh, Saudi Arabia,
yesterday. — AFP

Orlando Magic halt Lakers’ 
nine-game winning streak

HARADH: Stephane Peterhansel snatched a dra-
matic 11th stage of the Dakar Rally yesterday
when he pipped Nasser Al-Attiyah to the line by
just 10 seconds. Frenchman Peterhansel won his
fourth stage of this year’s race in his Mini ahead
of Toyota’s Al-Attiyah in Haradh, and finished
more than eight minutes ahead of overall leader
and teammate Carlos Sainz.

“We fought hard, we pushed all day long and
we gained some time, but not enough. Now, if
Carlos can bring it home, it’ll be great for the
team,” said Peterhansel. Sainz, 57, remains 10
minutes 23 seconds ahead of Peterhansel, who is
third in the overall standings going into Friday’s
final 374-kilometre stage between Haradh and
Qiddiya, and the Spaniard is still on course for
his third Dakar victory.

“Just one day to go. I’ll keep an eye on the
gaps and stay focused for tomorrow,” said Sainz.

However ‘Mr. Dakar’ Peterhansel, who has won
the rally 13 times (seven in a car, six on a bike), is
just six seconds behind Qatari defending cham-
pion Al-Attiyah, who sits second.

On the bikes Pablo Quintanilla won the 11th
stage by just nine seconds ahead of Red Bull’s
Matthias Walkner, significantly closing the gap
between him and overall leader Ricky Brabec,
who finished the stage 11 minutes 48 seconds
back in 10th.

Chilian Quintanilla is however still nearly 14
minutes behind Brabec going into the final stage.
“I’m really happy with this stage. It is always a
nice feeling to win a stage. It was really difficult
and I gave it my 100 percent from the begin-
ning,” said Quintanilla. 

“I took back a lot of time from Ricky, but there
is still a bit difference between us. We still have a
few kilometres to push tomorrow.” — AFP

Peterhansel sneaks 11th 
stage win in Dakar rally


