
Friday, January 17, 2020S p o r t s

Friday 43

ST GEORGE’S, GRENADA: Ireland rode a ca-
reer-best 95 from opener Paul Stirling before
keeping their nerve in a nail-biting final over to
pull off a four-run win over world champions
West Indies in the first of a three-match
Twenty20 series on Wednesday.

The burly Stirling steered Ireland to 208-7 in
their 20 overs. However, the home side appeared
comfortably on course for victory — bringing
up their hundred inside 10 overs with just two
wickets down — until the game was decided in
the last over.

Needing 15 to win, all-rounder Josh Little (3-
29) got rid of the dangerous Dwayne Bravo, one
of two wickets to fall in the last over. With five
needed off the last ball and seven wickets down,
Hayden Walsh could only wave his bat into thin
air in a desperate attempt to win the game.

It was only Ireland’s second victory in T20
cricket over the West Indies who went into the
game having swept the ODI series 3-0.
“Everyone is ecstatic, we came so close in that
second ODI (lost by one wicket) and it maybe
affected us in that third ODI, so to show the
bottle and come out against one of the top
teams in T20 cricket and get a win was great
for the vibe of the team,” said Ireland skipper

Andrew Balbirnie.
For the home side, opener Evin Lewis top

scored with 53 off 28 balls with six fours and
three sixes. It was Lewis’s sixth T20 half-cen-
tury and followed knocks of 95 and 102 in the
one-dayers. West Indian captain Kieron Pollard
hit a breezy 31 from 15 balls, threatening to take
the game away from Ireland.

But the Irish fielders continued to hold their
catches to take the game into the last over. Ear-
lier, Stirling carted six fours and eight sixes in
his 47-ball innings for his seventh T20 half-cen-
tury.  He put on 154 for the first wicket with fel-
low opener Kevin O’Brien (48).

“It was a really good pitch and I think we put
a par score on which showed in the end, we felt
we were in the game the whole way through,”
said Stirling. “It was touch and go, but we’re en-
joying the tight games — we came out the right
side this time, so it’s a nice feeling.”

Ireland made 100 off just 6.3 overs and 150
in the 12th over before the West Indies bowlers
applied the brakes after the openers fell within
two runs of each other.

Bravo, playing an international match for the
first time since September 2016, was taken for
18 runs by Stirling in his first over. But the vet-

eran star recovered to finish with 2-28 off his
four overs, clean bowling O’Brien.

Leg-spinner Walsh took 1-25, his sole victim
being Stirling caught at deep-midwicket going

for the big shot which would have brought him
a century. The second and third games in the se-
ries take place on Saturday and Sunday in St
Kitts. —AFP

Ireland stun world champions 
Windies by 4 runs in T20 opener

GRENADA: Ireland’s Paul Stirling smashed eight sixes and six fours in his 95 off 47 balls against the West Indies. 

MANCHESTER: File photo shows Indian supporter, 87-year-old Charulata Patel cheers on her team during the 2019 Cricket World Cup first semi-final be-
tween India and New Zealand at Old Trafford in Manchester. One of Indian cricket’s oldest ‘superfan’, a wheelchair-bound grandmother, died at the age
of 87 on January 13. —AFP

Finch wary of India 
fightback in 2nd ODI
NEW DELHI: Australia are braced for an Indian back-
lash when they meet today in their second one-day in-
ternational, captain Aaron Finch said.

The hosts suffered a crushing 10-wicket defeat Tues-
day in the opening game of the three-match showdown
after Finch and opening partner David Warner hit un-
beaten centuries in Mumbai.

Finch, who smashed 110, believes the loss will sting
India into action in Rajkot today.

“They will fight back, no doubt,” Finch told the
Cricket Australia website. “They are a great side, got
some world-class players.”

Left-handed Warner led the rout of the Indian
bowlers with a destructive 128 off 112 deliveries in Aus-
tralia’s chase of 256. The openers put on a record 258-
run stand — the highest for any wicket in a 50-over
game against India — as Australia reached their target
with almost 13 overs to spare. Finch said Warner is play-
ing unbelievably well. “I think it’s so hard to bowl to him
once he gets in,” he said.

“His footwork is pretty good, his mental state is un-
believable when he is out in the middle. He is just so clear
with his thoughts and his game. He is in top shape.”

Australian bowlers also played their part, with pace
pair Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins sharing five wick-
ets. Finch lauded his lead bowlers, but hinted paceman
Josh Hazlewood could still be involved in the series
which ends in Bangalore on Sunday.

“With back-to-back games... and a reasonably heavy
Test load, I’m sure Josh will come in for one of them at
some point,” he said. —AFP

India’s cricket 
‘superfan’ 
granny dead
NEW DELHI: India’s cricket bosses led nationwide tributes yes-
terday following the death of the country’s wheelchair-bound
“superfan” Charulata Patel at the age of 87. The grandmother
shot to attention after being spotted in the crowd watching India
play Bangladesh at last year’s World Cup in England, enthusias-
tically blowing a vuvuzela and with the Indian tricolour painted
on her cheeks.

After the match — which India won — captain Virat Kohli and

deputy captain Rohit Sharma sought out Patel and asked for her
blessings for the rest of their campaign. She later featured in a
Pepsi advert cheering on the Indian team for the tournament.

Kohli said that she was “one of the most passionate and dedi-
cated fans I’ve ever seen”. The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) paid tribute on Twitter after Patel’s family announced
her death.  

“#TeamIndia’s Superfan Charulata Patel-ji will always remain
in our hearts and her passion for the game will keep motivating
us. May her soul rest in peace,” said the BCCI. The family said on
Patel’s official Instagram account, cricket.daadi (grandmother),
that she died on Monday.  

They thanked Kohli for making her a social media sensation
last year, saying “she loved the attention.” Meeting Kohli and
Sharma had been “the best day of her life,” they added. “She told
us this on multiple occasions.” —AFP


