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WASHINGTON: Articles of impeachment
charging President Donald Trump with abuse of
power and obstruction of Congress were for-
mally read to the Senate yesterday, setting in
motion a historic trial that threatens the US
leader with removal from office.

Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts
will then be sworn in to preside over the trial and
senators sworn in as jurors, as preparations get
underway for an impeachment trial that will
open on Tuesday, January 21. Republican Senate
leader Mitch McConnell said that the articles
would be formally read to the chamber at noon
(1700 GMT), in an announcement following their
delivery to the Senate Wednesday.

“This is a difficult time for our country, but
this is precisely the kind of time for which the
framers created the Senate,” McConnell said, re-
ferring to the authors of the US Constitution.

“I’m confident that this body can rise above
short-termism and factional fever and serve the
long-term best interests of our nation. We can
do this, and we must.” The two articles of im-
peachment-one for abuse of power and the
other for obstructing the House investigation-
were delivered in blue folders in a solemn pro-
cession by the newly appointed House
managers, seven Democrats who will prosecute
the case against the president.

“So sad, so tragic for our country, that the ac-
tions taken by the president to undermine our na-
tional security, to violate his oath of office and to
jeopardize the security of our elections, has taken
us to this place,” Democratic House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said as she signed the articles.

“This president will be held accountable,” she
said. “No one is above the law.” The solemn for-
malities underscored the grimness of the occa-
sion, Trump becoming only the third US

president in history to be placed on trial in the
Senate. “We feel we are carrying out the will of
the framers of our constitution, and that’s a pretty
serious load,” said Adam Schiff, the Democratic
lawmaker tapped to lead the prosecution team.

‘Two weeks’  
Trump is accused of secretly holding up $391

million in aid to Ukraine between July and Sep-
tember to pressure Kiev to investigate former
vice president Joe Biden, the Democratic fron-
trunner in this year’s White House race. The
president is also charged with obstruction for
holding back witnesses and documents from the
House impeachment investigation in defiance of
Congressional subpoenas.

He was formally impeached on December 18.
But Pelosi held back on delivering the articles to
the Senate as she pressured McConnell to agree
to subpoena the witnesses and documents that
the White House blocked from the House probe.
McConnell has refused to commit, saying the
issue will only be decided after the trial’s open-
ing arguments and questioning, which could take
two weeks.

A Trump administration official told reporters
Wednesday that they expect the trial to last no
longer than two weeks, suggesting McConnell
could use his 53-47 Republican majority in the
Senate to stifle calls for witnesses and quickly
take the charges to a vote. “I think it’s extraor-
dinarily unlikely it will be going beyond two
weeks,” the official said, on condition of
anonymity.

With impeachment rules requiring a two-
thirds super-majority to convict and remove a
president, Trump’s acquittal is widely expected.
Earlier Wednesday Trump ridiculed the investi-
gation and trial, as he has for months.

“Here we go again, another Con Job by the
Do Nothing Democrats,” he wrote on Twitter.

On Tuesday Democrats released newly ac-
quired files that showed Trump’s personal
lawyer Rudy Giuliani working with Ukrainian-
born American Lev Parnas early last year to
pressure Kiev to investigate Biden. They also
showed the two, working with Ukrainian offi-
cials, trying to force out the US ambassador to
the country, Marie Yovanovitch, eventually re-
moved by Trump.

In a televised interview that aired Wednes-
day, Parnas told MSNBC that “President Trump

knew exactly what was going on.” “He was
aware of all of my movements. I wouldn’t do any-
thing without the consent of Rudy Giuliani or the
president.”

Underscoring the high level of politics sur-
rounding the trial, Pelosi was immediately at-
tacked over the ceremony to sign the articles, in
which she used multiple pens to distribute to key
lawmakers as souvenirs of the occasion. House
Republican Liz Cheney attacked Pelosi and De-
mocrats for being “giddy with excitement” about
the signing and “making a mockery of their duty
to the Constitution.” — AFP

US Senate takes up impeachment 
in a day of ceremony and formality

WASHINGTON, DC: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) (C) is handed a document while
signing the articles of impeachment of US President Donald Trump during an engrossment
ceremony on Capitol Hill on Wednesday, in Washington, DC. — AFP

US indicts five 
for aiding 
Pakistan’s 
weapons program
WASHINGTON: Five men have been in-
dicted in the United States for allegedly
running an international network that pur-
chased US products for Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons program. “The defendants smug-
gled US origin goods to entities that have
been designated for years as threats to US
national security for their ties to Pakistan’s
weapons programs,” assistant attorney
general John Demers said in a statement.

The five, who live outside the United
States and have not been apprehended,
were indicted by a grand jury in October,
the Justice Department said. The indictment
was unsealed on Wednesday and arrest

warrants are pending. The five were ac-
cused of operating a front company called
“Business World” in Rawalpindi, Pakistan.
They were identified as Muhammad Kam-
ran Wali, 41, of Pakistan, Muhammad Ahsan
Wali, 48, and Haji Wali Muhammad Sheikh,
82, both of Mississauga, Ontario, Ashraf
Khan Muhammad of Hong Kong, and
Ahmed Waheed, 52, of Ilford, England.

They were charged with conspiring to
violate the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and the Export Control
Reform Act. “The alleged behavior of these
five individuals presented more than a vio-
lation of US export laws,” said Jason Molina,
a special agent with the Department of
Homeland Security. “It posed a potential
threat to the national security interests of
the United States and to the delicate balance
of power among nations within the region.”
According to the indictment, between Sep-
tember 2014 and October 2019, the five pro-
cured US goods without export licenses for
Pakistan’s Advanced Engineering Research
Organization and the Pakistan Atomic En-
ergy Commission. —AFP 

Impeachment trial to open on Jan 21

Ex-police chief 
in Philippines
indicted for 
drugs war graft
MANILA:  The former chief police enforcer of
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s deadly war
on drugs will be charged with corruption for al-
legedly protecting officers linked to the narcotics
trade, the justice department said yesterday. Oscar
Albayalde resigned in October after serving as
Philippine police chief for more than a year, having
presided over an anti-narcotics crackdown that
left thousands of drug suspects dead.

The episode that led to his sudden fall from grace
cast an unwelcome light on a drug war that is im-
mensely popular with Filipinos, but which has faced
international criticism over allegations that police
were summarily executing suspects. The justice de-
partment said prosecutors found “probable cause” to
charge Albayalde for not punishing officers accused
of failing to account for 163 kilograms (359 pounds)

of drugs and 9.7 million pesos ($191,000) sized from
a drug raid. A justice department statement said 13
other police officers would be charged with drug of-
fences, corruption, and taking bribes for their role in
the operation in Pampanga province, north of Manila.

Albayalde has repeatedly denied having pro-
tected the officers or profiting from the seized
drugs. The charge leveled against him carries a
penalty of up to 10 years in prison if convicted. The
raid took place in November 2013 when Albayalde
was Pampanga’s police chief.  Allegations of police
graft and abuse are not rare in the Philippines, with
Duterte twice ordering police to stop the anti-nar-
cotics campaign because of allegations of corrup-
tion and murder by officers. 

The Pampanga controversy, however, went right
to the top of the force. Police said last month they
had killed 5,552 suspects in anti-drug operations
since Duterte came to office in June 2016. Human
rights groups allege the real number is four times
higher, and say the killings are a crime against hu-
manity. International Criminal Court prosecutors
have launched a preliminary probe of the campaign,
and the United Nations’ top rights body voted in
favor of an in-depth review. While overwhelmingly
backed by Filipinos, critics allege the drug war tar-
gets the poor and leaves the rich and powerful un-
touched, while reinforcing a culture of impunity. — AFP 


