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Kuwait marks 29th anniversary 
of liberation war’s first strike 

Kuwaiti air force played heroic role 
KUWAIT: Kuwait will mark the 29th anniversary of the first air
strikes of operation “Desert Storm” launched by international
coalition forces to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi Invasion today.
Then US President George Bush made the decision to start the
military operation on Jan 15, 1991, after a meeting with his senior
national security advisers concluded that implementation of the
operation should take place after the failure of all diplomatic
means to persuade Iraq to withdraw troops. 

In the morning of Jan 17, 1991 after the end of the ultimatum
set by the UN Security Council, air raids were launched, with the
participation of 1,800 warplanes from the US, UK, Saudi and
Kuwait. The fighter jets took off from the Red Sea and Incirlik air
base in Turkey, and other air bases in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.
On the first day, the raids lasted 240 intermittent minutes, in which
400 warplanes participated. The coalition jets conducted 1,200
operations, including 302 by Saudi and Kuwaiti aircraft, destroy-
ing almost half of the Iraqi airpower. 

Various types of warplanes participated in this operation,
under the guidance of AWACS aircraft. The US aircraft carriers
fired 100 Tomahawk missiles against Iraqi targets in Iraq and
Kuwait. Jaguar warplanes participated in a major role in directing
the attacking planes and jamming the counter devices and radars.
F-117s warplanes had a primary role in the first strike to destroy
and bomb targets in Baghdad, and Iraqi air defense could not
shoot down any of them.  The Kuwaiti air force played a heroic
role in the war of liberation, striking targets inside Kuwait in order
to preserve Kuwaiti properties, in addition to striking airports and
Iraqi artillery positions and enemy gatherings. The coalition coun-
tries contributed $53 billion for these military operations, with
Germany accounting for $6.572 billion, Japan $10.72 billion, South
Korea $355 million, Kuwait $16 billion, Saudi Arabia $16.839 bil-
lion, UAE $4.88 billion and other countries $30 million. 

More than 750,000 soldiers participated, including 500,000

Americans representing ground forces, marines, and air force,
30,000 Britons, and 13,000 French, in addition to some 200,000
troops who made up Arab units that joined the coalition. On Feb
24, coalition forces entered at dawn into Kuwaiti and Iraqi territo-
ries. The ground forces were divided into three main groups: The
first went to liberate Kuwait City, the second to surround the wing
of the Iraqi army west of Kuwait, while the third group was tasked
with moving in the far west and entering the south of Iraqi territory
to cut off all supplies to the army.  On Feb 26, 1991, the Iraqi army
withdrew from Kuwait after setting fire to Kuwait’s oilfields.
President Bush announced on Feb 27 the liberation of Kuwait,
100 hours after the launch of the ground operations, saying his
famous phrase “Kuwait today is free”. — KUNA 

First air strikes of operation “Desert Storm”—KUNA 

News in brief

Nafisi receives death threat 

KUWAIT: Lawyer Adel Abdelhadi said political analyst and
writer Abdullah Al-Nafisi has received a death threat. “I re-
ceived a warning about an assassination attempt against my
client Dr Abdullah Al-Nafisi by placing an explosive device
in his car. The threat came in a message posted on the Al-
Qabas website of the company that produced the ‘Black
Box’ program,” he said. Abdelhadi said this matter will not
be taken lightly, especially since his client had received ear-
lier threats, but this time it was directly against his life.
Nafisi is accused of slandering certain people while talking
about the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait during an
episode of the ‘Black Box’ show. — Hanan Al-Saadoun

Cafe shisha ban rejected

KUWAIT: State Minister for Municipal Affairs Waleed Al-
Jassem rejected a Municipal Council decision to approve a
proposal by councilmember Ahmad Al-Hadyan to separate
restaurant licensing from that of cafes and ban shisha in
cafes. — Meshaal Al-Enezi 

Unstable weather forecast

KUWAIT: Meteorologist Abdelaziz Al-Qarawi said the
country will experience unstable weather and strong winds
with a chance of thunderstorms. Qarawi expected today’s
weather to be moderate and partially cloudy with south-
easterly winds, while temperature will be between 21 to 23
degree Celsius. He said today evening will be cool and
cloudy with a chance of scattered rains and a minimum tem-
perature of 12-14 degree C. — A Saleh 

Maj Gen Khaled Al-Sabah promoted 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti army yesterday announced promot-
ing Maj Gen Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah as deputy chairperson
of the army chairmanship of staff with the rank of Lieu-
tenant General. The army said in a statement that Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah congratulated the lieutenant
general on the occasion for the confidence accorded to him
by HH the Amir. —KUNA 

KUWAIT: Living in spacious apartment buildings has been touted
as a viable option for Kuwaiti citizens as the demand for housing con-
tinues to grow. While the option is virtually available for all citizens
willing to live within the boundaries of an apartment, the decision is
still governed by personal preferences as well as social status and fi-
nancial capabilities. The 1993-established Public Authority for Hous-
ing Welfare (PAHW) is encouraging citizens to live in apartment
buildings by displaying the many perks of a spacious apartment with
facilities and services catering to the needs of each Kuwaiti family. 

Recently, PAHW - which implements government-housing poli-
cies - prioritized requests for apartments in Jaber Al-Ahmad City
within the 2019-20 budget and this included requests submitted until
Dec 31 of last year. Requests for government apartments are on the
rise, said PAWH spokesman Ibrahim Al-Nashi in a statement to
KUNA. He added that requests for apartments were increasing, es-
pecially in Jaber Al-Ahmad City and northwest Sulaibikhat. For ex-
ample, he indicated that in Jaber Al-Ahmad, there are 520 apartments,
while around 610 citizens submitted housing requests. 

The cost of a 400-sq-m apartment varies between KD 60,000
and 70,000 (about $198,000 and $230,000), with citizens paying
back the government in monthly installments of KD 60 ($198), said
Nashi. As PAHW is trying to sell the idea of spacious apartment
buildings to citizens, reactions varies amongst Kuwaitis, with some
preferring to wait their turn for a government house while others are

seriously contemplating the idea. 
Head of the youth voluntary team for housing projects quality

Khaled Al-Otaibi claimed that Kuwaitis are not too eager to live in
apartment buildings, citing the 1980s’ Sawaber apartment project as
an example of failure to gain social acceptance. Privacy is a major
obstacle to overcome with apartment buildings, said Otaibi, adding
this would be the main concern for those trying to sell the solution to
the masses. 

Ahmad Al-Enezi seconded Otaibi, saying apartments are a fixed
deal with no room for improvements construction-wise if residents
decided that in the future. Most citizens have increasing needs,
whether it is welcoming newborns or trying to expand the space for
the sake of expanding, and apartments lack that no matter how good
the idea is, he added. Enezi said that with the lack of outdoor spaces
and probably noise from neighbors, he failed to see the advantages
of apartment buildings. 

Enezi’s thoughts are also shared by Bader Al-Nasser, who indi-
cated that most citizens would rather wait for housing or land allo-
cated by the government than live in an apartment building. The only
way Nasser saw apartment buildings being successful is that if the
government made such structures closer to the center of the city and
residential areas and more private for families. 

In contrast, Sumayya Al-Ali said apartment buildings are inter-
esting for those unwilling to wait for years to acquire a house, noting
that reasonable installment rates paid back to the government and short
waiting period are better than high rents in private apartments. Ali added
that apartment buildings are adequate to her familial needs at the mo-
ment, saying that she did not rule out the possibility of taking this option.
Hashem Al-Mane, also an advocate of apartment buildings, affirmed
that the solution was realistic for citizens, saying that units cater to the
specific needs of five to six individuals within a family. He also noted
that each apartment was built to address the private needs for each fam-
ily, adding that the idea itself was successful in his eyes. —KUNA 
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