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It is possible for couples in Kuwait to 
officially get married and register the 
marriage contract by a “malaach” or 

“maathoun” in their homes. This service is 
available for Muslims of all nationalities. 
Kuwait Times spoke to Dr Dawood Binessa, 
Professor of Islamic Law and Comparative 
Jurisprudence, who has been working as a 
malaach since 2003. Some excerpts:   
 
Kuwait Times: Why did you choose this job? 

Dr Dawood Binessa: It’s a voluntary job 
under the supervision of the ministry of jus-
tice. This work is without pay, but it is a 
prestigious job and builds relations. The 
benefits of this work depend on the way of 
dealing with people.  

The malaach does not get paid by the 
ministry for his 
work, nor is he 
allowed to demand 
any fees or charges 
from people using 
his services. But 
since the malaach 
goes to their homes, 
which takes time 
and effort, people 
take this into con-
sideration and give 
him gifts or cash. In 
fact the malaach is 
not obliged to go to 

their place, as the rule is that they come to 
him. So when he does this favor, they usually 
give him something. 

 
KT: How many marriages can a malaach 
register per day, week or month? 

Binessa: This depends on his personality, 
performance and dealings with people. 
Some malaaches have relations with many 
people, so they are in demand. Other 
malaaches strictly respect their appoint-
ments, and have other qualities such as spe-
cial performance, comfortable appearance 
and way of speaking and good knowledge 
of law and sharia matters. Also, the hand-
writing of the malaach can affect the choice 
of people, as their marriage contract will be 
written by him. All these aspects show the 
differences between them. So some register 
a marriage daily, while others do so weekly, 
monthly or twice a year. Some don’t even 
register any and they just keep the marriage 
book for prestige.  

 
KT: How do people know you? 

Binessa: The ministry of justice has a list 
of malaaches, and one is appointed for each 
area. But a malaach can also register mar-
riages in other areas. For instance, I’m 
assigned for Yarmouk, but I can perform in 
any other area. People can search for 

malaaches on Google or at the ministry of 
justice, where they can find the malaach of 
their area. Some people want a particular 
malaach, especially if the person getting 
married doesn’t speak Arabic, as not all 
malaaches speak English - I do. Also, people 
shoot pictures and videos that are then cir-
culated on social media, so people get to 
know me or other malaaches. 

I have made a video for newly-married 
couples with 10 pieces of advice for them, 
and I send them a link to this video. This 
makes parents feel more comfortable as 
they know that their son or daughter will 
receive suitable advice. This also helps 
more people learn about me. I also hand 
out my business cards. 

 
KT: Can expats get married in this way 
in their homes? 

Binessa: Yes. They should visit the docu-
mentation department at the ministry of jus-
tice with their original ID cards and fill an 
application for the permission of holding a 
marriage by a malaach outside the depart-
ment (at their house for instance). So the 
malaach goes to their house and registers 
the marriage. They then take the marriage 
contract to the court for attestation, exactly 
like Kuwaitis.  

 
KT: How many copies of the marriage 

certificate are given? 
Binessa: The malaach makes three 

copies of the contract, including the serial 
number, for which he is responsible. One 
copy stays with the malaach, one with the 
husband and one with the wife. The couple 
will attest their copies at the ministry, and I 
as the malaach will pass my copy to the min-
istry to keep it in their register. In case they 
lose their contract, they can find it at the 
court in the file of the malaach and get a 
replacement copy. 

 
KT: What are the conditions to become a 
malaach? 

Binessa: He should be a university grad-
uate, usually in sharia. Presently, only a 
Kuwaiti can become a malaach, but there 
are around five non-Kuwaitis who still have 
the license from a long time ago before this 
rule. They are old - all are above 60 years I 
guess - as this rule was applied around 20 
years back. 

 
KT: How many malaaches are there in 
Kuwait? Is there a shortage? 

Binessa: There are over 150 malaaches. 
With each new area built, a new malaach is 
appointed to it. The number differs in each 
area. For instance in Yarmouk, there is only 
one malaach, while in Jahra, there are about 
six or seven. The shortage depends on the 
performance of the malaach. So if all work 

properly, their number will be enough. We 
can say there is a shortage if all malaaches 
are busy. 
KT: What are the requirements or docu-
ments couples need for registering the 
marriage contract? 

Binessa: Before going to their house, I 
first ask on the phone if they have all the 
necessary documents according to the 
requirements of the ministry of justice. In the 
event of a missing document, I will not go to 
their house. Sometimes I go to them and the 
documents are not complete, so I leave. I’m 
responsible for this marriage and there is a 
special committee at the ministry controlling 
the work of malaaches.  

 
KT: Are there high seasons for marriages? 

Binessa: Marriages don’t stop - people 
get married throughout the year. Only dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan marriages 
almost stop. This is the low season. There 
are some periods when the rate of marriages 
is higher, such as the beginning or end of the 
month, as this is the time of salaries, while it 
is lower during the middle of the month. 
Also, the period of final exams of high 
schools is a low season as families are busy 
with the exams. 

Then there is a trend - not only in Kuwait 
but around the world in general - choosing a 
special date for marriage. For instance, 1/1 is 
the most demanded, while 20/2/2020 is also 
in high demand. Valentine’s Day is also much 
demanded. Once I heard on TV that the 
most people who got married on 7/7/2007 
were in Russia. Also, some people like to get 
married on their birthday. The highest num-
ber of marriages that I experienced was on 
12/12/2012. 
 
KT: What is the most interesting thing 
that happened with you? 

Binessa: Once I was disappointed when 
a groom called me to register his marriage, 
but shortly after I arrived and after people 
already saw me, the groom apologized for 
not using my services as his father had 
already brought his friend, who is a malaach. 
Also, once I went to a faraway area and the 
weather was very cold, but the marriage was 
not completed as the father of the bride set 
new conditions, so the groom didn’t agree to 
complete this marriage.  

During the 17 years of my work as a 
malaach, I have faced many different situ-
ations. Once a case was transferred to the 
general prosecutor as the groom commit-
ted a crime. He lied to me that he only had 
three wives, and got married to a fifth 
wife, as in fact he already had four wives. 
He lied to me about the number of his 
wives, as we couldn’t know this before the 
marriage. But after investigations, we 
found this out. So his last marriage was 
annulled and he was jailed.
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