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Gilgeous-Alexander notches historic triple-double 

MINNEAPOLIS: Shai Gilgeous-Alexander produced his
first career triple-double, finishing with 20 points, 20
rebounds and 10 assists to lead the Oklahoma City
Thunder to a 117-104 win over the Minnesota
Timberwolves on Monday night in Minneapolis.
Gilgeous-Alexander, the Thunder’s second-year guard,
hadn’t pulled down more than 10 rebounds in any of his
first 121 career games. At age 21 and 185 days, he is the
youngest player ever with 20 points, 20 rebounds and 10
assists in a game (topping a mark held by Maurice Stokes
since 1956), and he is the youngest with a 20-rebound
triple-double (breaking a mark set by Shaquille O’Neal in
1993). Danilo Gallinari led Oklahoma City with a season-
high 30 points. The Thunder posted their 12th win in 15
games, while the Timberwolves fell for the third time in
four games. Rookie center Naz Reid scored a season-
high 20 points off the bench to lead the Timberwolves.
Minnesota’s Robert Covington added 18 points.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 128 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 99
Avery Bradley ignited a third-quarter run with a 3-

pointer as host Los Angeles, after trailing the entire first
half, blew past Cleveland for its ninth straight win.
LeBron James scored a game-high 31 points while
Dwight Howard recorded 21 points and 15 rebounds off
the bench as the Lakers snapped Cleveland’s two-game

winning streak. Kevin Love (21 points, 11 rebounds) and
Tristan Thompson (17 points, 10 rebounds) had double-
doubles for the Cavaliers, who had opened a six-game
trip with victories at Detroit and Denver.

BOSTON CELTICS 113 - CHICAGO BULLS 101
Jayson Tatum scored 21 points and Jaylen Brown

chipped in 19 to lead host Boston past Chicago for its
second straight victory following a three-game losing
streak. Chicago sputtered to its seventh loss in eight
games despite a game-high 30 points from Zach LaVine.
Thaddeus Young scored 17 points for Chicago, while
Tomas Satoransky (12) and Daniel Gafford (10) also pro-
duced double-figure totals. Enes Kanter (15 points),
Kemba Walker (14), Marcus Smart (12) and Grant
Williams (11) posted double-figure scoring totals for the
Celtics. Kanter grabbed a game-high nine rebounds.

ORLANDO MAGIC 114 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 112
Nikola Vucevic scored 26 points and grabbed 15

rebounds, and Aaron Gordon added 19 points, including a
three-point play with 1.1 seconds remaining, as Orlando
pulled out a victory at Sacramento. Evan Fournier scored
25 points and Markelle Fultz added 16 as the Magic
earned the victory in a game between teams struggling
with injuries. Gordon (calf) and D.J. Augustin (knee) each

played after missing Orlando’s Friday loss at Phoenix.
Nemanja Bjelica scored a career-high 34 points and
De’Aaron Fox added 31 for the Kings.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS
117 - DETROIT PISTONS 110 (OT)

Little-used Jahlil Okafor had 25 points, 14 rebounds,
five assists and three blocks as short-handed New
Orleans handed host Detroit its third straight loss. The
Pelicans were missing three starters, including leading
scorer and power forward Brandon Ingram (right knee
soreness). Derrick Favors (right hamstring strain) and
Jrue Holiday (left elbow contusion) were also sidelined.
Detroit has been playing without three of its projected
starters in recent weeks. Nicolo Melli had 20 points and
Lonzo Ball supplied 17 points, 12 rebounds and nine
assists but also committed seven turnovers for New
Orleans. Derrick Rose led Detroit with 23 points and
eight assists while Christian Wood supplied 18 points and
nine rebounds.

INDIANA PACERS 101 - PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 95
Malcolm Brogdon scored 21 points in his return from a

sore back and strep throat as Indiana posted a victory
over Philadelphia in Indianapolis. T.J. Warren also tallied
21 points, and Domantas Sabonis collected 10 points and

16 rebounds for the Pacers, who improved to 16-5 at
home this season. Myles Turner and Justin Holiday each
had 14 points for Indiana, which overcame an 11-point
deficit in the third quarter to post its third win in the past
four games. Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons scored 20 of his
24 points in the first half and finished with 14 rebounds
for the game. Eastern Conference Player of the Week
Josh Richardson scored 17 of his 23 points in the fourth
quarter for the 76ers, who have lost six of eight overall
and six in a row on the road.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS
115 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 112

Damian Lillard recorded 30 points and nine assists as
Portland posted a victory over visiting Charlotte. CJ
McCollum added 27 points and Carmelo Anthony
notched 17 as the Trail Blazers won for just the third time
in the past 11 games. Anthony Tolliver came off the bench
to score 16 points on 7-of-8 shooting while also collect-
ing 11 rebounds. Devonte’ Graham made eight 3-pointers
and had 27 points and 10 assists for the Hornets, who
have lost five straight games and 11 of their past 13. Terry
Rozier registered 25 points and seven rebounds, P.J.
Washington added 20 points and 11 rebounds for
Charlotte, which lost its 12th straight game in Portland
since last winning there on March 29, 2008. — Reuters

MADRID: Quique Setien began his first session as
Barcelona coach yesterday morning just as the sacked
Ernesto Valverde drove out of the training ground for the
last time. Valverde had said goodbye to the players, col-
lected his things and left, closing the page on a brutal few
days that had finally seen him sacked on Monday night.

After Barca’s public pursuit of Xavi Hernandez ended in
failure, they have turned to Setien, the 61-year-old who
has dedicated his coaching career to a belief in exciting,
possession-based football. Barcelona confirmed Setien’s
appointment following a board meeting that lasted more
than four hours at the Camp Nou on Monday afternoon.
His contract, which runs until June 2022, appears also to be
a show of faith.

Valverde is the first coach to be sacked by Barca mid-
season since Louis van Gaal in 2003 and if that points to
chaos, Setien inherits a team in a healthy position too.

Barcelona sit top of La Liga, albeit level on points with
Real Madrid, and face a winnable tie against Napoli next
month in the last 16 of the Champions League.

Off the pitch, the club came top of Deloitte’s annual
Football Money League table on Monday, after posting
record earnings of 840.8 million euros ($937 million) for
2018/19.   Some of that income might have to be chan-
nelled into signing a new striker this month, with Setien
taking over a squad that will be without Luis Suarez for
four months due to a knee injury.

More generally, he will have to find a way to marry his
purist principles with results at one of the most demanding
clubs in the world. His critics have suggested style can
take precedence over substance.

“Having the ball makes you a football player, not run-
ning after it,” Setien said last year. He once commented he
would have cut off his little finger to play under Johan
Cruyff.  After Valverde’s more functional approach, Barca
will believe Setien’s philosophy chimes better with the
principles they see as part of their DNA. 

“Setien is one of the most experienced coaches in
Spanish football,” a club statement read on Monday night.
“Throughout his career he has been a proponent of pos-
session based, attacking football that has been attractive
to the fans.” His first game in charge will be at home to
Granada on Sunday and a tricky first six weeks will include

away games at Valencia, Real Betis and then Real Madrid
at the start of March. A former player at Atletico Madrid
and Racing Santander who won three caps for Spain,
Setien led Betis to a sixth-place finish in 2018 and qualifi-
cation for the Europa League but, despite overseeing a
thrilling 4-3 victory at the Camp Nou early the following
season, results tailed off.  

Betis finished 10th and the club and coach parted ways,
even if there was recognition for what had been achieved. 

Setien had presided over the team winning twice in a
row at the Santiago Bernabeu and beating Atletico. After
seeing off Barcelona — Valverde’s only home defeat —
Sergio Busquets presented Setien with a signed shirt. 

“For Quique,” read the message. “With appreciation
and admiration for the way you see football.” Previously,
Setien had helped Lugo secure promotion to the second
tier in 2012 and, in 2016, steered Las Palmas clear of rele-
gation from La Liga. He has also coached Racing, Poli
Ejido, Logrones and, for one game, Equatorial Guinea.

His primary task will be to hold off a resurgent Real
Madrid in a neck-and-neck title race after Valverde man-
aged to sustain the domestic dominance enjoyed by
Barcelona over the last decade.

He won two La Liga titles, as well as the Copa del Rey
in 2018, but doubts were underpinned by two disastrous
exits from the Champions League due to collapses against

Roma and Liverpool.
Familiar frailties were exposed this season in a series of

underwhelming performances and a 3-2 defeat by Atletico
Madrid in the Spanish Super Cup last Thursday, in which
Barca conceded two late goals, finally persuaded the
board to act.  — AFP
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MINNEAPOLIS:  Shai Gilgeous-Alexander #2 of the Oklahoma City Thunder drives to the basket against the Minnesota Timberwolves at Target Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota. — AFP


