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Astros coach, GM banned and 
sacked over cheating scandal
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We need to move forward with a clean slate: Crane 
LOS ANGELES: Houston Astros manager A.J. Hinch and
team boss Jeff Luhnow were banned for the 2020 sea-
son then sacked by the club on Monday after Major
League Baseball found team members engaged in an
illegal sign-stealing scheme during their 2017 World
Series-winning campaign.

In sanctions that sent shockwaves through baseball,
MLB commissioner Rob Manfred said the Astros had
effectively ignored a league warning against illegal sign-
stealing issued in September 2017. “The conduct of the
Astros, and its senior baseball operations executives,
merits significant discipline,” Manfred said in a nine-
page ruling.

“While it is impossible to determine whether the con-
duct actually impacted the results on the field, the per-
ception of some that it did causes significant harm to the
game,” he said. Shortly after the suspensions were
announced, Astros owner Jim Crane said Hinch and
Luhnow had been fired.

“We need to move forward with a clean slate,” Crane
said. “We will not have this happen again on my watch.”
In addition to the suspensions, the Astros have been
fined the maximum $5 million allowed under MLB rules.

The team has also forfeited its first- and second-
round picks in the 2020 and 2021 drafts, MLB said. The
penalties are among the stiffest ever handed out to a
team by MLB. The Astros — who defeated the Los
Angeles Dodgers in seven games to win the 2017 World
Series — had been under investigation since November
after former pitcher Mike Fiers lifted the lid on tactics
used by Houston to illegally steal signs from opposing
teams. Sign-stealing in baseball — observing the signals
of opposing teams, most often between pitchers and
catchers — is an age-old albeit frowned upon practice
by which players seek the tactical advantage of knowing
what pitch is likely to be thrown.

Major League Baseball forbids the use of mechanical
or electronic assistance to help steal signs. Fiers told
The Athletic the Astros had decoded signs with the

assistance of a camera positioned in the outfield, with
video relayed to a television monitor near the home
dugout.

The Athletic report said an Astros employee would
watch the opposing team’s catcher’s signals on the mon-
itor, then bang a trash can to let batters know what
pitches to expect.  The MLB ruling said that while the
Astros sign-stealing in 2017 was “player-driven”, former
bench coach Alex Cora — who guided the Boston Red
Sox to the World Series in 2018 — had been involved in
setting it up.

The report warned that Cora could face penalties
when the league completes its investigation into allega-
tions of illegal sign-stealing by Boston in 2018. Manfred
said that in interviews, Hinch had told investigators he
was opposed to the sign-stealing scheme and had twice
damaged the video monitor.

However, Manfred said there “simply is no justifica-
tion for Hinch’s failure to act.” Hinch himself issued a
statement acknowledging as much. “As a leader and
Major League Manager, it is my responsibility to lead
players and staff with integrity that represents the game
in the best possible way,” Hinch said.

“While the evidence consistently showed I didn’t
endorse or participate in the sign stealing practices, I
failed to stop them and I am deeply sorry.” Luhnow also
issued a statement saying he accepted responsibility for
rules violations that occurred on his watch but adding:
“I am not a cheater.

“I did not know rules were being broken,” Luhnow
said. “As the Commissioner set out in his statement, I did
not personally direct, oversee or engage in any miscon-
duct: The sign-stealing initiative was not planned or
directed by baseball management; the trash-can bang-
ing was driven and executed by players, and the video
decoding of signs originated and was executed by low-
er-level employees working with the bench coach.”

Manfred made it clear, however, that he thought
Luhnow failed in his responsibility to prevent such

actions. “It is the job of the general manager to be aware
of the activities of his staff and players, and to ensure
that those activities comport with both standards of
conduct set by club ownership and MLB rules,”
Manfred said.

The league said Luhnow and Hinch would be barred
from performing any role with the Astros or any other
club, whether Major League, Minor League or at spring
training. They are also banned from stadiums and any

breach of the suspension could bring a lifetime ban.
In a separate sanction, the league also banned former

Astros assistant general manager Brandon Taubman for
one year. Taubman was sacked by the Astros in October
after taunting a group of female reporters about domes-
tic violence. Manfred’s ruling, however, cleared Astros
owner Crane of involvement, saying there was
“absolutely no evidence” he was aware of what had tak-
en place. — AFP

TEXAS: In this file photo taken on October 5, 2019 Manager AJ Hinch talks with Jeff Luhnow (R), General
Manager of the Houston Astros, prior to game two of the American League Division Series against the Tampa Bay
Rays at Minute Maid Park in Houston, Texas. Houston Astros manager A.J. Hinch and team boss Jeff Luhnow
have been banned for the 2020 season. — AFP

SINGAPORE: The three men’s golf medallists from the
2016 Rio Olympics will appear at the Singapore Open this
week in a closely-watched showdown just months ahead
of the Tokyo Games. 

Gold medallist Justin Rose, silver winner Henrik Stenson
and third-placed Matt Kuchar’s performances will give clues
about their form before the Games begin in July. “My goal
really... is to play well and to make as many ranking points as
possible to secure my position in team GB,” said 39-year-old
Rose, ranked ninth in the world. The English player added
that his schedule this year was designed with “staying fresh”
for the Games in mind, and that “defending the Olympic gold
is obviously very much on the top of my list”. The trio made
light of their rivalry and said they were looking forward to
facing each other again at an Olympics — Rio marked golf’s
return to the Games after a 112-year absence.

“We all look back with great memories from Rio and
want to make some new ones in Tokyo this coming sum-
mer,” said Stenson of Sweden. Ten Olympians in total will
compete at the $1 million SMBC Singapore Open, which
runs from Thursday to Sunday and is jointly sanctioned by
the Asian Tour and Japan Golf Tour Organization.

They include Australia’s Marcus Fraser, Japanese player
Yuta Ikeda and Brazil’s Adilson da Silva.

The Rio winners joked about what they had done with
their medals — with America’s Kuchar, 41, admitting he
carries his around in a sock inside his backpack.

“It has not found a permanent home,” said the nine-
time PGA Tour winner from the United States. Stenson, 43,
said that his son once took his silver medal to school —
only to bring it back with a dent.—AFP

By Abdellaltif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait started strongly in its competition
of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah 9th Annual Shooting Grand Prix by winning
three medals Monday including gold, silver and
bronze, while Italy topped the medals list with two
gold, two silver and one bronze. It was clear that the
competition was tough with the distribution of the
first five medals, with Serbia, Czech and UAE joining
Kuwait and Italy in competition which indicates the
strength of the tournament.

The Olympic archery event (70 meters) saw total
Kuwaiti control, as archer Bader Al-Mutairi won gold,
while Faisal Sindy won silver and Abdallah Al-Harby
won bronze.

Meanwhile, the gold medalist in Beijing 2008
Olympics, holder of the Olympic record David
Kostelecky won the men’s gold medal by hitting 48
targets in the final round, followed by Italian Emanuele
Buccolieri and his teammate Fabio Sollami.

While in the women’s category second place win-
ner of the world championship Italy’s Gaia Razzini
won first place by hitting 43 targets while teammate
Guilia Grassia took silver and third place went to
Kazakhstan’s Anastassiya Davydova.

UAE’s Ahmad Al-Amiri was upto the challenge and
won the 10m air pistol gold medal by scoring 238.7
points followed by Pakistan’s Joseph Gulfam, while the
bronze went to Serbia’s Mikec Damir.

Serbia’s shooters won the gold and silver medals of
the 10m air rifle as the world champion in 2015 and
2017 Milutin Stefanovic won gold while the silver
medal went to Serbic Milenko and the bronze went to
Lithuania’s Girulis Karolis.

Meanwhile, two gold medals will be distributed
today in the skeet event for men and women to start at
9 am while the final rounds will start at 12:45 pm, while
the official training of the sporting event.

Archer Abdallah Al-Harby from Kuwait said com-
petition was very strong with the Bahrainis due to
having close levels and the point difference was
minimal.

UAE’s 10m pistol shooter Ahmad Al-Ameeri who
won the gold medal said competition was highly com-
petitive adding that his winning the gold medal gives
him a strong motive to keep going and make more

achievements in upcoming events.
Pistol and air rifle coaches from Serbia said the

Grand Prix is the best preparation for their shooters
as they get ready for the European Championship to
be held in a month from now, and for the Tokyo 2020
Olympics, due to its high standard, and the caliber of
participating shooters.

President of Lithuania federation commended HH

the Amir Grand Prix and added that it is at the highest
level from all aspects.

He said that he is keen to be present at the 9th
Grand Prix as he attended two previous champi-
onships and was impressed with the organization.

He said the good weather is a main reason for the
success of the tournament and this encourages many
shooters to be present.
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All Blacks and chief 
sponsor to part ways
WELLINGTON: The All Blacks have lost their main spon-
sor, US insurance giant AIG, following their disappointing
performance in this year’s World Cup, the team announced
yesterday.

New Zealand Rugby (NZR) chief executive Mark
Robinson said AIG had given early notice that the multi-
million-dollar arrangement, in place since 2012, would end
next year. “Lengthy commercial partnerships such as this
are unusual, and the lead-in time provided means NZR is
very well placed to attract new sponsors,” Robinson said.

In a brief statement from AIG, global head of sponsor-
ship Daniel Glantz gave no reason for ending the arrange-
ment.  But he thanked New Zealand Rugby and the players
who have “consistently demonstrated a commitment to
excellence on and off the pitch, which has enhanced both
of our brands and inspired rugby fans around the world.” 

The announcement comes just three months after the
All Blacks failed in their bid for an unprecedented third
consecutive World Cup and fell from the top of the world
rankings for the first time in 10 years.

The AIG sponsorship covered not only the All Blacks
and the women’s Black Ferns but also the national men’s
and women’s sevens teams, the Maori All Blacks and the
New Zealand under-20 side. During the AIG partnership
years, the All Blacks won the 2015 World Cup and the 2017
Women’s World Cup, while the men’s and women’s sevens
teams both won gold at the Commonwealth Games and the
Sevens World Cup in 2018. Last October, environmental
activists delivered a 35,000 signature petition to NZR
urging it to axe its association with AIG after it was
revealed that the company was insuring the controversial
Adani Carmichael coal mine in Australia. —AFP


