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ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said yesterday he would “teach a lesson” to Libyan 
strongman Khalifa Haftar if he resumed fighting after 
abandoning ceasefire talks in Moscow. Haftar left 
Moscow yesterday without signing a peace deal aimed 
at ending a nine-month offensive against the UN-
backed government in Tripoli. “We will not hesitate to 
teach a deserved lesson to the putschist Haftar if he 
continues his attacks on the country’s legitimate admin-
istration and our brothers in Libya,” Erdogan told a 

meeting of his party in Ankara in a televised speech.  
He said the issue would now be discussed at talks in 

Berlin on Sunday attended by European, North African 
and Middle Eastern countries, as well as the UN, EU, 
Africa Union and Arab League. The head of the Tripoli 
government, Prime Minister Fayez Al-Sarraj, arrived in 
Istanbul yesterday. His government said on Facebook he 
held talks with US Ambassador to Turkey David 
Satterfield, underlining the need to “resume the process 
for a political settlement”.  

Turkey, which approved the deployment of troops to 
support Sarraj’s government earlier this month, praised his 
“constructive” role in the Moscow talks on Monday. “The 
putschist Haftar did not sign the ceasefire. He first said yes, 
but later unfortunately he left Moscow, he fled Moscow,” 
Erdogan said. “Despite this, we find the talks in Moscow 
were positive as they showed the true face of the putschist 
Haftar to the international community.” — AFP 
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TEHRAN: Iran announced yesterday its first arrests 
over the accidental shooting down of a Ukrainian pas-
senger jet, as protesters vented their anger over the 
catastrophic blunder for a fourth consecutive day. 
Making matters worse for the sanctions-hit country, 
Britain, France and Germany triggered a dispute reso-
lution mechanism under the already tattered 2015 
nuclear deal, prompting Iran to warn them of unspeci-
fied “consequences”. 

The Ukraine International Airlines plane was 
brought down by a missile shortly after takeoff on 
Wednesday, killing all 176 passengers and crew on 
board. Iran has struggled to contain the fallout over its 
handling of the air disaster, after initially dismissing 
Western claims it was brought down by a missile before 
admitting it on Saturday. The tragedy has seen hun-
dreds of angry protesters, most of them students, take 
to the streets, apparently chanting slogans against the 
Islamic republic. 

AFP correspondents said around 200 mainly masked 
students gathered at Tehran University yesterday and 
were locked in a tense standoff with youths from the 
Basij militia loyal to the establishment. “Death to 
Britain,” women clad in black chadors chanted as Basij 
members burned a cardboard cutout of the British 
ambassador to Tehran, Rob Macaire, after his brief 
arrest for allegedly attending a demonstration Saturday. 
Kept apart by security forces, the groups eventually 
parted ways. 

 
‘Real rift’  

The protests have been much smaller than nation-
wide demonstrations against fuel price hikes that 
turned deadly in November. But one commentator 
said the latest rallies showed there was a “real rift 
between the people and the authorities”. “I hope that 
(police restraint) will continue and that no lives are 
lost, because this could be a catalyst for more 
protests,” Mehdi Rahmanian, director of reformist 
daily Shargh, told AFP. 

In another sign of growing dissent, a group of artists 
cancelled their participation in the Fajr festival, held 
each year on the anniversary of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, according to Hamshahri newspaper, which 
is owned by Tehran City Hall. Tehran had for days 
denied Western claims based on US intelligence that 
the Boeing 737 had been downed by a missile. 

It came clean on Saturday when Revolutionary 
Guards aerospace commander Brigadier General 
Amirali Hajizadeh acknowledged a missile operator had 
mistaken the plane for a cruise missile and opened fire 
independently. Judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein 
Esmaili said the first arrests had been made over the air 
disaster, without naming them or specifying how many. 
“Extensive investigations have been carried out and 
some people have been arrested,” he said. Esmaili also 
said around 30 people had been arrested in the 
protests over the air disaster. 

 
‘World watching’  

The announcement came shortly after President 
Hassan Rouhani said about the air disaster that “anyone 
who should be punished must be punished”. “The judi-
ciary must form a special court with a high-ranking 
judge and dozens of experts... The whole world will be 
watching,” he said. “It cannot be that only the person 
who pressed the button is at fault. There are others.” 

The Kiev-bound plane was shot down at a time 
when Iran’s armed forces were on heightened alert after 
launching a volley of missiles at Iraqi bases hosting US 
troops. Iran fired the missiles in retaliation for a US 
drone strike on Jan 3 that killed Qasem Soleimani, the 
head of the Guards’ Quds Force foreign operations arm. 
Addressing that issue, Rouhani said while “the root of 
all sorrows goes back to America... this cannot be a 
reason for us not to look into all the root causes” of the 
air disaster. 

 
Canadians join probe  

The president also demanded officials explain why it 

took so long for authorities to announce the real cause 
of the air disaster. But Rouhani said that for him it 
would be more important that Iranians are “assured 
that this incident will not be repeated”. Iran has invited 
experts from Canada, France, Ukraine and the United 
States to take part in the probe. 

On Monday night, Canada’s Transportation Safety 
Board (TSB) said its investigators flying to Tehran 
would be granted access to the wreckage and black 
box flight recorders. “There have been early signs 

that Iran is allowing the TSB to play a more active 
role than is normally permitted,” its chair Kathy Fox 
said. On the diplomatic front, Britain on Monday 
summoned Iran’s ambassador to lodge its “strong 
objections” after its Tehran envoy, Macaire, was tem-
porarily arrested for allegedly attending a demon-
stration on Sunday night. Iran’s judiciary spokesman 
yesterday described Macaire as a “persona non gra-
ta” and said his “obligations under international 
treaties are clear”. —AFP 

New protests as Iran makes  
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TEHRAN: Iranian students gather for a demonstration over the downing of a Ukrainian airliner at Tehran University 
yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: The world’s oceans were the hottest in recorded 
history in 2019, scientists said yesterday, as manmade emis-
sions warmed seas at an ever-increasing rate with poten-
tially disastrous impacts on Earth’s climate. Oceans absorb 
more than 90 percent of excess heat created by green-
house gas emissions and quantifying how much they have 
warmed up in recent years gives scientists an accurate read 
on the rate of global warming.  

A team of experts from around the world looked at data 
compiled by China’s Institute of Atmospheric Physics (IAP) 
to gain a clear picture of ocean warmth to a depth of 2,000 
m over several decades. They found that oceans last year 
were by far the hottest ever recorded and said that the 
effects of ocean warming were already being felt in the 
form of more extreme weather, rising sea levels and damage 
to marine life. The study, published in the journal Advances 
in Atmospheric Sciences, said that last year the ocean was 
0.075 Celsius hotter than the historical average between 
1981-2010. That means the world’s oceans have absorbed 

228 Zetta Joules (228 billion trillion Joules) of energy in 
recent decades. “That’s a lot of zeros,” said Cheng Lijing, 
lead paper author and associate professor at the 
International Centre for Climate and Environmental 
Sciences at the IAP. “The amount of heat we have put in the 
world’s oceans in the past 25 years equals 3.6 billion 
Hiroshima atom bomb explosions.” 

The past five years are the five hottest years for the 
ocean, the study found. As well as the mid-term warming 
trend, the data showed that the ocean had absorbed 25 
Zetta Joules of additional energy in 2019 compared with 
2018’s figure. “That’s roughly equivalent to everyone on the 
planet running a hundred hairdryers or a hundred 
microwaves continuously for the entire year,” Michael 
Mann, director of Penn State’s Earth System Sciences 
Center, told AFP.  

The 2015 Paris accord aims to limit global tempera-
ture rises to “well below” 2C, and to 1.5C if at all possi-
ble. With just 1C of warming since the pre-industrial 
period, Earth has experienced a cascade of droughts, 
superstorms, floods and wildfires made more likely by 
climate change. The study authors said there was a clear 
link between climate-related disasters - such as the 
bushfires that have ravaged southeastern Australia for 
months - and warming oceans.  — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Indian police have sealed a private hos-
pital and charged staff for manslaughter after a new-
born baby was mauled to death by dogs inside an oper-
ating theatre, an investigator said yesterday. The three-
hour-old baby was attacked by the pack of dogs, who 
got into the hospital through a window, before relatives 
heard growling inside the room early Monday in 
Farrukhabad district, around 180 km from Uttar 
Pradesh capital Lucknow. 

Police said the newborn had injuries all over his body 
and were expecting a postmortem report to confirm the 

exact cause of death. “The family alleged the baby was 
left unattended inside the theatre with windows open, 
leading to the attack,” Ved Prakash Panday, investigat-
ing officer, told AFP. “We are waiting for the post-
mortem report before arrests can be made over the 
death,” he said. 

The family said officials at Akash Ganga Hospital ini-
tially told them that the baby was stillborn, and when 
challenged they offered the relatives money to keep the 
matter hushed up. Authorities said the hospital was 
functioning without a license and may face penalties for 
operating illegally. 

India has more than 30 million stray dogs and some 
20,000 people die every year of rabies, almost 35 per-
cent of the global deaths caused by the virus. Reports 
of strays roaming hospitals are common in India that 
suffers from creaking healthcare infrastructure, particu-
larly in small cities and towns. Last week dogs were 
found sleeping on beds at a government-run hospital in 
the state, triggering local protests. —AFP 

Newborn mauled  
to death by dogs  
at India hospital 

Continued from Page 1 
 
 a temporary decision. Expenses will be redistributed 

according to priorities, which will help in preserving the 
general reserves more than  expected,” noted Khaled 
Mahdi, Secretary General of the General Secretariat of 
the Supreme Council for Planning and Development. 

The 2020/2021 budget is a result of joint work 

between the ministry of finance and the supreme coun-
cil. “This budget includes governmental priorities and 
understanding of the present challenges without affect-
ing capital and investment spending. Clear optimization 
of this budget is seen in fixed capital spending of 16 
percent,” he added.  

“The deficit should drop by the end of this year as 
the price of oil is higher than the average price used for 
calculating the budget. We have executed and carried 
out many projects, but their results won’t appear in the 
budget before approximately two years,” stressed 
Abdulghafar Al-Awadhi, Assistant Undersecretary for 
the Public Budget Affairs at the Ministry of Finance.       

Kuwait projects 
huge budget...

A pedestrian walks past a graffiti condemning India’s new citizenship law, drawn by anonymous artists on the shutters and walls of Church Street, in Bangalore yesterday. — AFP 


