
Tucked away in the dazzling neon of 
Seoul’s Hongdae nightlife district, a 
small building bears an image of a 

North Korean-looking construction work-
er pointing to the slogan: “Look! It’s the 
Pyongyang Bar!” There are no post, tele-
phone or transport links between the two 
halves of the divided Korean peninsula, 
but Seoul’s only North Korean-themed 
pub aims to give its patrons a taste of their 
nuclear-armed neighbor. 

Owner Jang Woo-kyung has never 
been north of the Demilitarized Zone - the 
two Koreas are technically still at war and 
Southerners need their government’s per-
mission to visit - but the bar’s decor is 
inspired by imagery from across the bor-
der. The premises are festooned with 
North Korean-style posters, the lime 
green walls reminiscent of the pastel 
shades seen on Pyongyang apartment 
blocks, and slogans painted around the 
pub are written in a white-on-red script 
similar to the North’s propaganda. 

But rather than praise North Korean 
leaders, which might fall foul of the South’s 
National Security Act, the messages pro-
claim more prosaic goals: “Let’s provide 
the most cold beer!” Others combine 
health regulations with allusions to the 
North’s uncompromising judicial system: 
“Execution by firing squad if caught 
smoking inside.” 

 
‘Loyal to capitalism’  

Even before the business opened, Jang 
was ordered by authorities to remove por-
traits of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il - the 
grandfather and father of current leader 
Kim Jong Un - from the building’s exterior. 
“I have no intention of dignifying or prais-
ing North Korea,” said Jang, whose busi-
ness cards use the South’s English spelling 
for the North’s capital, Pyeongyang. “I’m 

just a man loyal to capitalism.” 
He used to run a Japanese restaurant, 

but with Seoul and Tokyo locked in a bit-
ter diplomatic row, his takings plunged by 
50 percent and he opened a new business. 
“A lot of people come here - some who 
sympathize with North Korea and some 
who hate North Korea - but the majority 
of people, 80 to 90 percent, just come 
here for fun,” he said. 

The menu offers typical North Korean 
dishes such as Pyongyang cold noodles 
and drinks labelled with imaginary 
Northern brands. A mock gift shop is 
stocked with genuine Northern trinkets 
and snacks. The shop also sells traditional 
Korean dresses in the bright, bold colors 
seen north of the border, rather than the 
more subdued, ornate Southern style. 

The clientele are largely curious 
Southerners, with the occasional Northern 
defector. “The writing and slogans seem 
familiar, and it seems they have paid a lot 
of attention to the details,” said Na Min-
hee, 30, from Pyongyang, who arrived in 
the South in 2016. Such establishments 
could “help people view grandiose issues 
like unification with less fear and more 
positivity”, she said. 

Pyongyang has repeatedly excoriated 
Seoul since the breakdown in relations 
between Kim Jong Un and US President 
Donald Trump following their Hanoi sum-
mit in February, dismissing the South’s lat-
est diplomatic approaches as “frivolous” 
and “somewhat presumptuous” at the 
weekend. Na lamented the fact there is no 
equivalent bar north of the border. “If a 
‘Seoul pub’ or ‘Busan pub’ were ever 
established in Pyongyang, that would be 
evidence that North Korea has changed,” 
she said, referring to the South’s two 
biggest cities. “I dearly hope that happens 
as soon as possible.” — AFP
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A photo taken on Jan 10, 2020 shows diners at the North Korean-themed Pyongyang Bar in the Hongdae district of Seoul. — AFP photos  

A ‘gift shop’ photo zone at the Pyongyang Bar. 

A group of North Korean defectors visit the Pyongyang Bar. 

Prince Harry and his wife Meghan faced fresh 
criticism yesterday in the wake of an emergency 
royal meeting to discuss their shock announce-

ment to step back from frontline royal duties. British 
newspapers raked over yesterday’s meeting at which 
Queen Elizabeth II agreed to allow the young couple 
to split their time between Canada and the UK until a 
solution was found. “It means only one thing - Harry 
and Meghan have won!” royal commentator Philip 
Dampier wrote in the Daily Express. “They metaphor-
ically held a gun to her head and she has given in.” 

The Sun tabloid’s editorial said: “Our Queen’s sur-
render to the petulant, selfish demands of Harry and 
Meghan may prove the biggest mistake of her reign. 
“This couple have simply raised the bar for self-
obsessed, arrogant entitlement.” The Daily Mirror 
said the monarch “displayed a selflessness sadly 
lacking from the way Harry and Meghan have disre-
spectfully treated her”. The Daily Telegraph called 
the decision “The Queen’s reluctant farewell”. 

The final decisions on the couple’s future will be 
thrashed out in the coming days. The Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex, as they are formally known, uni-
laterally announced last week they were stepping 
back as senior royals and wanted financial independ-
ence from the monarchy. The pair, who have a baby 
son, Archie, have hinted in recent months at their 
unhappiness about life in the public eye and Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said he understood their 
concerns. “I am a massive fan... of the queen and the 
royal family as a fantastic asset for our country,” he 
told BBC television. “I’m absolutely confident that 
they are going to sort this out.” 

 
‘Complex matters’  

Queen Elizabeth, 93, summoned her eldest son 
and heir Prince Charles, and his two sons Princes 
William and Harry to her Sandringham estate in 
eastern England for crisis talks on Monday. Meghan 
was in Canada after briefly returning to Britain last 
week. In a rare personal statement afterwards, the 
monarch said the discussions were “very construc-
tive” but admitted the Sussexes’ decision was not 
what she would have wanted. “My family and I are 
entirely supportive of Harry and Meghan’s desire to 
create a new life,” she said. 

“Although we would have preferred them to 
remain full-time working members of the royal fami-
ly, we respect and understand their wish to live a 
more independent life as a family while remaining a 
valued part of my family.” The queen said the 
Sussexes made clear they did not want to be reliant 
on public funds, while a transition period had been 
agreed in which they will spend time in Canada and 
Britain. “These are complex matters for my family to 
resolve, and there is some more work to be done, but 
I have asked for final decisions to be reached in the 
coming days,” the sovereign said. — AFP 


