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WHO says new China coronavirus could
spread, warns hospitals worldwide

GENEVA: There may have been limited human-to-
human transmission of a new coronavirus in China within
families, and it is possible there could be a wider out-
break, the World Health Organization (WHO) said yes-
terday. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that
can cause infections ranging from the common cold to
SARS. A Chinese woman has been quarantined in
Thailand with a mystery strain of coronavirus, Thai
authorities said on Monday, the first time the virus has
been detected outside China.

In all, 41 cases of pneumonia have been reported in
the central Chinese city of Wuhan, which preliminary
lab tests cited by state media showed could be from a
new type of coronavirus. One of the patients has died.
“From the information that we have it is possible that

there is limited human-to-human transmission, poten-
tially among families, but it is very clear right now that
we have no sustained human-to-human transmission,”
said Maria Van Kerkhove, acting head of WHO’s emerg-
ing diseases unit. The WHO is however preparing for
the possibility that there could be a wider outbreak, she
told a Geneva news briefing. “It is still early days, we
don’t have a clear clinical picture.”

Some types of the virus cause less serious diseases,
while others - like the one that causes MERS - are far
more severe. The UN agency has given guidance to
hospitals worldwide about infection control in case the
new virus spreads. There is no specific treatment for the
new virus, but anti-virals are being considered and
could be “re-purposed”, Van Kerkhove said. — Reuters

Russian firm
offers free path
to immortality
SERGIYEV POSAD, Russia: When Alexei
Voronenkov’s 70-year-old mother passed away, he
paid to have her brain frozen and stored in the hope
breakthroughs in science will one day be able to
bring her back to life. It is one of 71 brains and human
cadavers - which Russian company KrioRus calls its
“patients” - floating in liquid nitrogen in one of sever-
al meters-tall vats in a corrugated metal shed outside
Moscow.

They are stored at -196 degrees Celsius (-320.8˚F)
with the aim of protecting them against deteriora-
tion, although there is currently no evidence science
will be able to revive the dead. “I did this because we
were very close and I think it is the only chance for
us to meet in the future,” said Voronenkov who
intends to undergo the procedure, known as cryon-
ics, when he dies.

The head of the Russian Academy of Sciences’
Pseudoscience Commission, Evgeny Alexandrov,
described cryonics as “an exclusively commercial
undertaking that does not have any scientific basis”,

in comments to the Izvestia newspaper. It is “a fanta-
sy speculating on people’s hopes of resurrection from
the dead and dreams of eternal life,” the newspaper
quoted him as saying.

Valeriya Udalova, KrioRus’s director who got her
dog frozen when it died in 2008, said it is likely that
humankind will develop the technology to revive
dead people in the future, but that there is no guaran-
tee of such technology. KrioRus says hundreds of
potential clients from nearly 20 countries have signed
up for its after-death service.

It costs $36,000 for a whole body and $15,000 for
the brain alone for Russians, who earn average
monthly salaries of $760, according to official statis-
tics. Prices are slightly higher for non-Russians. The
company says it is the only one in Russia and the sur-
rounding region. Set up in 2005, it has at least two
competitors in the United States, where the practice
dates back further.

Voronenkov said he set his hopes on science. “I
hope one day it reaches a level when we can produce
artificial bodies and organs to create an artificial
body where my mother’s brain can be integrated.”
KrioRus’ director Udalova argues that those paying
to have dying relatives’ remains preserved are show-
ing how much they love them. “They try to bring
hope,” she said. “What can we do for our dying rela-
tives or the ones that we love? A nice burial, a photo
album,” she said. “They go further, proving their love
even more.” — Reuters

Yemen dengue
epidemic kills
78 children
DUBAI: At least 78 children in war-torn Yemen have
died from dengue-related illnesses, Save the Children
said yesterday, warning of an epidemic. “Seventy-eight
children under 16 have already died in the outbreak of
dengue-related illness in Yemen, with more than 52,000
suspected cases being recorded across the country,”
the aid group said in a statement. 

It added this “could signal the start of an epidemic.”
Save the Children said that a total of 192 people
have died in Yemen last year from dengue-related
illnesses — most cases reported in the port cities of
Hodeida and Aden. 

“Hodeida has the second highest death rate in the
country with 62 adult and children deaths in 2019. We
have never seen anything like this before,” said Save
the Children’s field coordinator in Yemen, Mariam
Aldogani, herself recovering from dengue fever.
“More than 40 of our staff including their families
have been affected by the fever.” According to the
Red Cross in November, Yemen was already grap-
pling with an epidemic of the viral disease, which is
transmitted by several species of mosquito that breed
in stagnant water. — AFP


