
Ooredoo Kuwait, the first to launch inno-
vated digital services in Kuwait con-
cluded its sponsorship of ‘Join the Fight’

against Rheumatoid disease competition. ‘Join
the Fight’ is CrossFit competition organized by
Neon Fitness and Tamper which aims to raise
funds and awareness of Rheumatoid Disease.
The CrossFit was held last Friday January 10
from 8 am to 7 pm on Abdulmunim Riyadh
Street in Kuwait City. All the raised funds will
be donated to the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society to provide treatment to the ever
increasing number of rheumatoid patients who
cannot afford the high costs of treatment. A
large number of social media celebrities in
Kuwait supported the cause, such as Dana Al-
Tuwarish, Hajer Jamal, Nourah Al-Ameeri, and
Yalda Golsharifi. 

Rheumatoid arthritis is an autoimmune dis-
ease that results in a chronic, systematic
inflammatory disorder that may affect many
tissues and organs, and mainly attacks flexible
joints. It can be a disabling and painful condi-
tion which can lead to substantial loss of

functioning and
mobility if not treat-
ed adequately. 

Commenting on
the company’s spon-
sorship, Mijbil
Alayoub, Senior
Director of Corporate
Communications at
Ooredoo Kuwait said:
“We always believe in
the importance of
playing an active role
in participating to
help others. We are

honoured to have worked with ‘Join the Fight’
and Kuwait Red Crescent Society and we look
forward to taking part in more events that con-
tribute to the society”. 

Ooredoo’s support to this cause comes in
line with the company’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) strategy, which focuses a
great deal on supporting health initiative and
promoting a healthier Kuwait. 
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LuLu Hypermarket, the leading
retailer in the region, announced
the winners of its ‘Shop at LuLu &

Win’ promotion, which was held in asso-
ciation with Kalyan Jewellers. 

The promotion, which ran from 20th
November to 10th  January, saw six win-
ners each walking away with a prize 250
grams of gold, for a total of 1.5kg gold,
from Kalyan Jewellers. The promotion
offered customers, shopping for a mini-

mum of KD10 at any LuLu Hypermarket
in the country, an e-raffle coupon that
entered them into the grand draw. 

To add further delight to the shop-
pers taking part in the promotion, e-raf-
fle coupon holders were also eligible for
other prizes like gold vouchers/diamond
vouchers/ zero percent making charges
on purchases from all outlets of Kalyan
Jewellers in Kuwait during the promo-
tion period. 

The winners of the ‘Shop at LuLu &
Win’ were announced at the grand draw
held at the Ministry of Commerce prem-
ises on 14th January, in the presence of
ministry officials and top officials from
Lulu Hypermarket and Kalyan Jewellers
in Kuwait. The ‘Shop at LuLu & Win’
promotion is part of the hypermarket’s
commitment to continue interacting with
their patrons at every retail touch-point,
from offering high quality products at
competitive prices, to providing a relax-
ing and comfortable shopping ambiance,
and making the experience of shopping
at LuLu an enjoyable and exciting expe-
rience through their frequent value-dri-
ven promotions.

On a hot morning in December, Haitian
farmer Remy Augustin lifted a pickaxe
that was taller than him and began

digging holes in a small plot of land. In each
hole he dropped a few kernels of maize,
which he covered with loose dirt.

“I don’t have money to pay for a tractor, so
we’re aerating the land ourselves,” said
Augustin, 55, lamenting the days when the
land he tilled was his own. “The land I had
was better - it gave me so many bananas,
peas, beans.”

Nine years ago, the father of five was
working on government land he rented when
“a tractor destroyed everything”. The land
was earmarked for the Caracol industrial
park, a venture led by South Korean textile
firm Sae-A Trading Co Ltd and financed by
international donors to spur development fol-
lowing Haiti’s devastating 2010 earthquake.

Located in Haiti’s northern region, the
$300 million park opened in 2012 and now
employs approximately 15,000 people, most
of whom work in clothing factories there,
according to the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), one of the park’s
main financial backers.

In 2018 farmers like Augustin who had
been evicted from their land in 2011 struck a
rare deal with the IDB to provide Caracol’s
100 most vulnerable families with new, titled
land. But 10 years after the earthquake that
killed more than 200,000 people and made
1.5 million homeless, the farmers are still wait-
ing to receive compensation for their land
used to build the Caracol park.

Augustin now works as a laborer on a plot
owned by his niece, struggling to pay his chil-
dren’s school fees for the coming year.

“I have to share this land with my whole
fami ly,”  August in  to ld  the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “I don’t have anything
of my own.”

Driven from land
International donors pledged nearly $10

billion to help Haiti recover after the 2010
earthquake, which destroyed or damaged

300,000 homes in the capital Port-au-Prince
and surrounding cities, said the International
Organization for Migration.

To make space for the park, in 2011, 366
Haitian families - including 720 farmers -
were evicted from their land, according to
charity ActionAid Haiti.

Neither the government, the IDB, nor
USAID - another of the park’s main funders -
responded to requests to verify those figures.
A spokeswoman for Sae-A Trading Co Ltd
described the textile firm as a “tenant of the
park”, adding it had been involved neither in
its construction nor in the 2018 land deal.

Local farmer and activist Milostene Castin
said that from 2011 to 2013 the IDB gave the
farmers an annual living stipend of $80 per
family member, and paid $1,450 for each
hectare of land, well below the land’s value.

“The cash compensation that was received
by the vast majority of the farmers was not
sufficient to purchase new land or to establish
new livelihoods,” said Lani Inverarity, a
lawyer at San Francisco-based charity
Accountability Counsel, which promotes
human rights.

The IDB later promised the farmers new
plots of land, but “year after year the land
never came”, said Castin, who works for local
organization Action for Reforestation and
Environmental Defense (AREDE).

Families that once lived off of the food
they grew “were struggling just to eat”, he
said. Eventually, the IDB identified a swath of
replacement land, but when Castin went to
inspect it, other farmers were there already,
he said.

Collective action
Fed up with waiting, hundreds of farmers

formed a collective in 2014 to fight for land.
In 2017, with the help of ActionAid Haiti and
AREDE, the farmers f i led a complaint
against the IDB, demanding new land with
legal titles to prove ownership so they could
resume farming.

Their self-organizing paid off: After more
than a year of meetings, the IDB agreed to

purchase new, titled land for 100 of the most
vulnerable families. Others were offered alter-
native compensation such as irrigation
schemes or money to invest in personal busi-
nesses. One member of each family will also
be offered employment at the industrial park,
according to the IDB.

“The farmers’ story is a really incredible
one of persistence in the face of incredible
power imbalances,” said Inverarity of the
Accountability Counsel, which supported
the farmers throughout the complaints
procedure.

“Typically, IFIs (international financial
institutions) try their best to stay out of these
disputes, leaving it to the company or gov-
ernment entity to respond. However, here the
IDB genuinely turned up,” said Inverarity.

Andy White, coordinator of Washington-
based advocacy group Rights and Resources
Initiative, agreed, calling the land agreement
“groundbreaking for Haiti”. “We are seeing
more and more cases like this around the
world where communities have fought back
against international investors to demand
respect for their land rights,” he added. “But
this is the first case I’m aware of this scale
and this nature.”

Complex process
Implementation of the agreement is behind

schedule due to logistical challenges in iden-
tifying the most vulnerable families - among
other hurdles - who are still waiting to
receive compensation, according to the
Accountability Counsel.

It is meeting with all farmers to figure out
how they would like to receive financing to
obtain title deeds to a parcel of land.
Assuming the IDB disburses the funds soon,
Accountability Counsel said what happened
in Haiti’s north could be seen as a successful
model of how communities displaced by
development projects can self-organize to
demand new, titled land. The group is current-
ly monitoring more than 1,200 cases in which
local communities are facing similar issues in
129 countries across the world. “About 13% of
concluded cases have gone through a dispute
resolution process like in Haiti,” resulting in
90 agreements globally, said Sarah Singh, the
Accountability Counsel’s global communities
director. — Reuters
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ICSK to hold
Higher ducation 
Fair 2020

The Indian Community School
(Senior), Kuwait, is conducting
the Higher Education Fair for the

second time on Friday 17th and
Saturday 18th January 2020. Higher
Education Fair 2020 is an exclusive pro-
gramme which is not only a University
Exhibition but also comprises of Career
Guidance Seminars. It caters to the
needs of the Indian Students of classes
9, 10, 11 & 12 all over Kuwait to under-
stand the revolutionary developments
taking place in the field of career. 

The Higher Education Fair consists of
an aptitude test & one to one counselling
sessions by career experts from India
followed by career guidance seminars &
university stall visits to give a road map
to the students to streamline their career
ambitions.

For the first time in Middle East, this
year, Indian Institute of Technology-IIT
Roorkee & National Institute of Fashion
Technology-NIFT New Delhi are also
conducting separate sessions to guide the
students towards the right career path.
Sessions by IIT Directors are at 7.00 pm
on 17th Jan 2020 & 11.00 am on 18th Jan
2020. NIFT Directors will be conducting
the Sessions at 06.30 pm on 17th Jan 2020
& 11.30 am on 18th Jan 2020. 

ICSK is bringing to Kuwait the top-
most Career Guru & popular columnist
Dr. B. S. Warrier (Indian universities) and
prominent USA based career guidance
specialist Jihad Yaacoub (Foreign univer-
sities) who will conduct the career guid-
ance seminars from their repertoire of
experience and knowledge and will clear
all the queries regarding various career
prospects so that students can wholly
benefit from the range of opportunities
set before them. These seminars are free
of cost. Dr. B.S. Warrier (celebrated pio-
neer with a vast experience of more than
30 years, author of 16 books on Career
Guidance) will be conducting the sessions
on  Indian Universities on 17th January
2020 at  09.30 am - 12 Noon & 03.30 pm
- 05.30 pm & 18th January 2020 at
09.00 am - 11.00 am & 03.30 pm - 05.00
pm. Jihad will be holding his sessions on
Foreign Universities  on 17th January
2020 at 02.00 pm - 03.00 pm & 05.30
pm - 06.30 pm & 18th January 2020 at 12
Noon - 01.00 pm,02.00 pm - 03.00 pm
& 05.00 pm - 06.00 pm.

The highlight of the fair is the pres-
ence of more than 50 Universities/
Colleges from all around the world
whose personnels will have their stalls in
the school premises providing the stu-
dents and their parents a broader spec-
trum of understanding the challenges and
nuances of Higher Education. ICSK’s
Higher Educational Fair 2020 is a unique
opportunity for the children to get the
information and knowledge about the
opportunities from all over the world that
await them and have a long term effect in
their lives.


