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Trump set to 
return to Davos 
as Iran’s Zarif 
cancels visit
GENEVA: US President Donald Trump is set to
attend the World Economic Forum’s annual meeting
in Davos next week, but Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif has cancelled, organizers of
the gathering of political and business leaders said.

The United States killed Iran’s most powerful
military commander in a drone strike this month
after tit-for-tat exchanges between Washington
and Tehran that began with the killing of an
American contractor on a base in Iraq.

Although Trump attended the WEF event held in
the Swiss mountain resort in 2018, he did not par-
ticipate last year and his return comes amid moves
for him to face impeachment charges.

Iran’s Zarif, who had been scheduled to attend, is
no longer on the list of nearly 3,000 people due at the
event, which is being held under the banner
“Stakeholders for a Sustainable and Cohesive World”.

“We have to understand the cancellation from
Iran foreign minister Zarif against the backdrop of
uncertainty in the region and what is unfolding in
Iran,” Borge Brende, WEF president, said at a news
conference on Tuesday ahead of the 50th anniver-
sary meeting.

No other Iranian officials are on the WEF list of
attendees, which includes the presidents of Iraq
and Afghanistan. Some 53 heads of state are due to
make the trip into the Alps, including Germany’s
Angela Merkel, as well as 35 finance ministers and
some 30 trade ministers, WEF organizers said.

Other attendees include US Secretary of the
Treasury Steven Mnuchin and US Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer, while Ivanka
Trump and her husband Jared Kushner are also on
the US delegation, the WEF list of participants
showed. Greta Thunberg, the 17-year-old Swedish
climate activist who has sparked the
#FridaysforFuture global protest movement, will
return to Davos for the second year and participate
in a session on ‘Averting a Climate Apocalypse”.

“The world is in a state of emergency and the
window to act is closing fast,” Klaus Schwab, WEF
founder and executive chairman told reporters,
adding that a public private initiative will be
launched at Davos with the aim of “planting 1 tril-
lion trees by the end of this decade”. —Reuters

LONDON: Britain emphasized its commitment to the
Iranian nuclear deal yesterday even as Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said he would favor replacing it with an
accord that Washington could support.

Johnson’s proposal for a “Trump deal” came just
hours before Britain, France and Germany triggered a
dispute mechanism against Iran for violating the 2015
accord. “If we are going to get rid of it (the nuclear
deal), let’s replace it and let’s replace it with the Trump
deal,” the prime minister told BBC television in an
interview.

“I think that would be a great way forward,” he said,
without giving further details on this would entail.

European powers have been trying to salvage the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) following
the 2018 decision by President Donald Trump to pull
the United States out.

But Tehran has wound down its compliance since
then, prompting the three European parties to the deal
to trigger a provision intended to hold Iran to account.
Britain, France and Germany all emphasized that
despite this action, they remained committed to the
agreement.

‘Broader deal’ 
Answering an emergency question in the House of

Commons, British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
denied Johnson’s remarks represented a policy shift, as
critics jumped on the apparent discrepancy. Raab told
MPs that the whole government-including the prime
minister-still believed the 2015 agreement was the best

solution, saying: “We want Iran to come back into full
compliance.” But he noted that Britain, the US and
European powers had discussed at the G7 summit in
Biarritz last year the possibility of a “broader deal” that
had Washington’s support. “It’s not just President
Trump but also President Macron (of France) who have
argued for a broader deal with Iran,” he said.

He said this would address some of the defects in the
JCPOA, “which is not a perfect deal”, and wider con-
cerns “about Iran’s broader destabilizing activities in
the region”. “The US and our European partners want
us to be ambitious in our diplomatic approach with Iran
and that is something I fully subscribe to,” Raab said.

Trump last week called on signatories to the JCPOA
to withdraw from the agreement, and Johnson said he
understood Washington’s concerns. “From the
American perspective it’s a flawed agreement, it
expires, plus it was negotiated by (former) President
Obama,” the premier said.

“President Trump is a great deal-maker-by his own
account and many others. Let’s work together to
replace the JCPOA and get the Trump deal instead.”
Britain’s smaller opposition Liberal Democrats said
Johnson’s support for Trump undermined the existing
deal and urged the prime minister to remind the US
president of the high stakes. “The UK is best served by
working with our allies in Europe and the wider world
to reinvigorate the Iran nuclear deal as a means to de-
escalate the current crisis,” acting leader Ed Davey
said. “The prime minister is sending a clear message to
Donald Trump: your wish is my command.” —AFP

Foreign secretary denies policy shift

British premier says ‘Trump deal’ 
could replace Iran nuclear pact

TEHRAN: In this handout file picture provided by Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization shows the nuclear
water reactor of Arak, south of capital Tehran, during a visit by the head of the organization Ali Akbar
Salehi (unseen). —AFP

Crisis Pristina: 
Poll winners 
struggle to form 
coalition govt
PRISTINA: Kosovans voted for change
last October but are still waiting to see
it-the politicians who were supposed to
oust the old guard have been unable to
forge a coalition, raising fears of fresh,
destabilizing elections.

The victory of two opposition parties
on October 6 was hailed as a turning
point for small Kosovo, with the winners
meant to turf out the former guerillas
who have dominated politics since the
former Serbian province declared inde-
pendence in 2008. But months of horse-
trading over how to divvy up govern-
ment posts have yet to produce a hand-
shake between the two camps.

Vetevendosje, a nationalist-leftist
party born from a protest movement,
came first with 29 seats in the 120-seat
legislature, followed by the center-
right Democratic League of Kosovo
(LDK) on 28.

Together with ethnic minority MPs,
they have the numbers to override the
Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK), the

establishment party stacked with former
rebel fighters who are blamed for snar-
ing Kosovo in a web of poverty and cor-
ruption. Yet analysts say the election
winners are at risk of squandering their
opportunity, with the political paralysis
increasingly untenable.

Social unrest “and even a financial
collapse” could be on the horizon if
there is no government in place to
approve the 2020 budget by March,
warned Naim Gashi, an economics lec-
turer at ISPE College in Pristina.  “Either
they have to finally agree on a coalition
agreement or they have to go to the
polls again, because the system can no
longer be blocked as it is now,” said ana-
lyst Arton Demjaha from the anti-cor-
ruption NGO Cohu (Stand Up). Others,
however, warn that new polls would only
add a fresh delay. “New elections would
not be just the worst option but a fatal
one,” said political analyst Ardian
Kastrati.

He proposed that all parties agree
to a temporary governing arrange-
ment  “ to  move forward wi th  the
important processes that await the
country this year”.

‘Kosovo deserves better’ 
Brussels and Washington also want

the parties to unite and start tackling
urgent economic, social and legal
reforms. They are especially eager to see

a revival of stalled negotiations with
Belgrade-a lingering source of tension in
the war-scarred Balkans.

Kosovo, a former province of Serbia
with an ethnic Albanian majority, broke
away in a 1998-99 war and declared
independence a decade later-a split
Belgrade has never accepted.

EU-led talks to normalize their ties,
which is a prerequisite for either to make
progress on dreams of joining the EU,

have been frozen for well over a year.
Vetevendosje and LDK do not have a
natural ideological overlap but at this
stage they are stuck on how to hand out
government jobs.

The Prime Minister role belongs to
the largest party, Vetevendosje, who
nominated its leader Albin Kurti. LDK
has insisted they should be able to name
a candidate for President once the office
is up for grabs in 2021. —AFP

PRISTINA: Female activists perform a choreography originated in Chile, and
inspired by the Chilean feminist group Las Tesis, to protest against gender
violence and patriarchy in front of the Kosovo government building in Pristina
yesterday. —AFP

Family of Canadian 
who died in 
Iran-downed 
jet shares grief 
TORONTO: Pain mixed with anger-an
Iranian-Canadian student who lost his
mother when Iran shot down a Ukrainian
jetliner with 57 Canadian nationals
onboard shares his grief.

“Once you start to cope with the sor-
row a little bit, then came the tragic news
that it was downed by a missile, and it was
almost as if she died again,” Amirali Alavi
told AFP. “Thinking how it could have
been avoided, how somebody’s responsi-
ble for it,” the 27-year-old Toronto law
student said it made him furious and
inconsolable.

His mother, Neda Sadighi, a 50-year-
old optometrist, had gone to visit family
over the holidays in Tehran. She had left
the Iranian capital ten years ago with her
husband Farzad, a doctor, and her son to
settle in Canada. “I spoke with her before

she was going to the airport in Tehran, I
told her I was worried with everything
that was going on in Iran, between Iran
and the US. She told me, ‘Don’t worry, I’ll
be fine, I’ll be there tomorrow.’” A few
hours later, the Ukraine International
Airlines Boeing 737 was shot down by an
Iranian missile-in what Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani called a “human error”-
kil l ing all  176 passengers and crew
onboard.

“All deaths are saddening, but some
deaths are tragic and wrench your heart,”
said Alavi at a memorial ceremony in
Toronto on Sunday. “It wasn’t just a regu-
lar tragedy, it was the fault of those who
seek war at the expense of the people’s
life,” he added, pointing to the escalating
tensions between the United States and
Iran which led in his view led to the crash.

Alavi says he went through “a roller-
coaster of emotions” including shock, sad-
ness and then misunderstanding and anger
when Iran, under pressure, finally admitted
that one of its missiles had shot down the
plane by mistake. “It was almost as if she
died again. It’s almost like it’s for no reason.”

The accident was a deep blow to the
Iranian community in Canada, which is

home to North America’s largest Iranian
diaspora. According to the last census, there

were 210,000 Canadians of Iranian origin
living in this country in 2016. —AFP

TORONTO: Amirali Alavi (left) holds a picture of his mother Neda Sadighi, one of
the victims of Ukrainian Airlines flight 752, with his father Farzad Alavi (right) at
his side at the University of Toronto, Canada. —AFP34 killed in 

Ghana 
bus crash 
ACCRA: Thirty-four people died yesterday when two
buses collided in central Ghana, officials said.

Police and the fire brigade said the accident
occurred early yesterday in the town of Dompoase,
about 200 kilometres (125 miles) from the Ghanaian
capital Accra. “Several people sustained injuries and
have been rushed to the hospital. Twenty-nine died on
the spot while five others died at the hospital,” Fire
service spokesman Abdul Hudu Wasiu told AFP.

The victims included 20 men, 11 women and three
children, one of whom was only a year old.

Around 40 survivors are being treated in hospital.
There were 13,877 road accidents in Ghana last year,
resulting in 2,284 deaths and 14,397 injuries, according
to official statistics.

They are mainly caused by human error or due to
bad and often unlit roads and malfunctioning traffic
lights. —AFP

Microsoft CEO 
critical of India 
citizenship law
NEW DELHI: Microsoft’s chief executive hit out at the
government of his native India and joined criticism of a
new citizenship law that opponents of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi say is anti-Muslim.

The legislation makes it easier for persecuted reli-
gious minorities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh to gain citizenship, but Muslims are exclud-
ed because Modi says they do not qualify as such. The
law has sparked nationwide protests that have left at
least 27 people dead, and stoked fears that India’s 200
million Muslims will be marginalized.

Speaking at an event in New York, Microsoft boss
Satya Nadella implied the law could stop a talented
immigrant from making a mark India, as he had done as
a new arrival in the United States, according to a tran-
script of his remarks tweeted by BuzzFeed editor-in-
chief Ben Smith. “I would love to see a Bangladeshi
immigrant who comes to India and creates the next uni-
corn in India or becomes the next CEO of Infosys,”
Nadella said, referring to an Indian IT giant.

“If I had to sort of mirror what happens to me in the
US, I hope that’s what happens in India.” Nadella was
born and educated in Hyderabad before moving to the
US to do a Masters degree. He joined Microsoft in 1992
and later became a US citizen.  Nadella’s comments
sparked social media storm in India.

Ramachandra Guha, a renowned historian detained
at a recent protest, tweeted: “I am glad Satya Nadella
has said what he has. I wish that one of our own IT
czars had the courage and wisdom to say this first. Or

to say it even now.” But Meenakshi Lekhi, a lawmaker
from Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, said
Nadella’s comments were a “perfect example” of how
the “literate need to be educated”. —AFP

Microsoft Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella. —Reuters


