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VIENNA: This file photo taken on July 6, 2015 shows (left-right) then US Secretary of State John Kerry, then British Foreign Minister Philip Hammond, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, then German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, then French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, EU Secretary General for the External Action Service Helga Schmid, then High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Federica Mogherini, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and Iran’s ambassador to IAEA, Ali Akbar Salehi, as they meet at Palais Coburg Hotel, where the Iran nuclear talks meetings were being held, in Vienna. —AFP

Top India court 
confirms death 
for four men in
bus rape case
NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court yesterday dismissed
pleas for a review of the death sentence handed down to
four men in the rape and murder of a young woman on a
New Delhi bus, leaving an appeal to the president as their
only possible recourse.

The 2012 attack on the 23-year old physiotherapy stu-
dent on the moving bus shocked India and led to tough new
laws against sexual violence, including the death penalty for
rape in some cases.

The victim died from her injuries two weeks later in
hospital in Singapore. The court said that there were no
grounds to review its decision upholding the death sen-
tence for the four men, all from working class neighborhood
in the Indian capital. “We have gone through the curative
petitions and relevant documents. In our opinion, no case is
made out within the parameters indicated in the decision of
this court,” the court said its order. The men were convicted
in 2013 and lost all appeals in a higher court. Last week, a
Delhi court said they would be hanged on Jan. 22. The fami-
ly of the victim welcomed the court ruling.

“I am feeling good. We want to see them hanged. Only
then will justice be served to our daughter who died in
pain,” said her father. Sexual violence against women is a
huge problem in India where a rape occurs every 20 min-
utes. Many of the cases have drawn revulsion and anger
across the country. A P Singh, a lawyer for the four defen-
dants, said that he would read the written order of the court
and decide the next course of action. —Reuters

PARIS: Three EU countries yesterday
launched a process charging Iran with
failing to observe the terms of the 2015
deal curtailing its nuclear program, a
move that sparked anger and threats
from Tehran at a time of intensifying ten-
sions. Britain, France and Germany
insisted they remained committed to the
agreement, which has already been
severely tested by the US exit from the
accord in 2018. 

But even as their statement was
released, British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson indicated he might prefer a
comprehensive accord negotiated with
US President Donald Trump instead of
the 2015 deal.

The decision to begin the so-called
dispute mechanism process comes as
tensions soar between the West and Iran
following the killing of top commander
Qasem Soleimani in a US strike, and the
admission by Tehran days later that it had
accidentally shot down a Ukrainian air-
liner. The foreign ministers of the three
European nations said Iran had been
progressively scaling back its commit-
ments under the deal since May last year.

Consequences
Iran warned Britain, France and

Germany yesterday about “the conse-
quences” of their decision to launch a
dispute mechanism against Tehran under
the 2015 nuclear deal. “Of course, if the
Europeans... seek to abuse (this
process), they must also be prepared to
accept the consequences,” Iran’s foreign

ministry said in a statement.
Tehran suggested it had little faith in

the declaration by the Europeans that
they were determined “to work with all
participants to preserve” the landmark
deal. “On the contrary, it once again sig-
nals to everyone, in particular to the
three European state parties to the
agreement, that it will respond seriously
and firmly to any disloyalty, ill will or
unconstructive action,” the Iranian state-
ment added.

‘Accept the consequences’ 
The 2015 nuclear deal signed in

Vienna-known as The Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA)
— has a provision that allows a party to
claim significant non-compliance by
another party before a joint commission.
If the issue is not resolved by the com-
mission, it then goes to an advisory
board and eventually to the UN Security
Council, which could reimpose sanctions.

The first meeting of the process-set
to include the European nations, Iran
and the other parties to the deal, China
and Russia-would take place in Austria
by the end of the month, a diplomatic
source told AFP in Vienna.

Iran had intensified sensitive activities
to enrich uranium, which can be used to
make a nuclear weapon, in response to
Trump’s pulling out of the deal. Its latest
step in January to forgo the limit on the
number of centrifuges used in uranium
enrichment prompted the Europeans to
trigger the mechanism.

But Tehran lashed out at the
European countries and appeared to
threatened unspecified retaliation. “Of
course, if the Europeans... seek to abuse
(this process), they must also be pre-
pared to accept the consequences,” the
foreign ministry said in a statement.

‘Back to full compliance’ 
But the three powers said they “once

again express our commitment” to the
deal and expressed “determination to
work with all participants to preserve it.”
“Our hope is to bring Iran back into full
compliance with its commitments under
the JCPoA,” they said. The accord aimed
to restrict Iran’s nuclear ambitions, which
Western powers feared were aimed at
developing weapons, in return for sanc-
tions relief.

The three countries said they would
not join “a campaign to implement maxi-
mum pressure against Iran” championed
by US Trump. But Johnson said he would
be willing to work on a “Trump deal” to
replace the JCPoA, which was negotiat-
ed by the administration of former presi-
dent Barack Obama. “That’s what we
need to see. I think that would be a great
way forward,” Johnson said, noting that
“from the American perspective it (the
2015 deal) is a flawed agreement.”

British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
denied that Johnson’s remarks represented
a shift, saying London backed the nuclear
deal while also wanting a wider deal that
would go beyond Iran’s atomic drive to
cover all contentious issues.

‘Resume diplomatic effort’ 
The EU’s diplomatic chief Josep

Borrell said it was “more important than
ever” to save the 2015 Iranian nuclear
deal “in light of the ongoing dangerous
escalations in the Middle East.” He
emphasised that the aim of the dispute
mechanism was not to reimpose sanc-
tions. Tensions between Iran and the
United States last week climbed to their
highest levels since the hostage crisis at
the US embassy in Tehran that followed
the 1979 Islamic Revolution that ousted
the pro-American shah.

Iran has vowed retribution over the
United States’ killing of Soleimani in a
drone strike in Baghdad. And while
Iran’s attack on Iraqi bases housing US
troops was seen as a relatively meas-
ured retaliation, Iranian forces mistaken-
ly shot down over a Tehran a Ukrainian
plane killing all 176 passengers and
crew on board.

Analysts said launching the deal’s dis-
pute resolution mechanism gave Europe
the advantage of taking control of the
process, but warned that the move could
also backfire. Ellie Geranmayeh, senior
policy fellow at the European Council on
Foreign Relations, told AFP that the trig-
gering of the process “set in motion a
new phase.”

The greatest risk now was that Iran
could respond to this “pressure tactic”
by speeding up its nuclear program or
even leaving the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), which would be a “major
turning point”, Geranmayeh said. —AFP

Tehran warns Europeans of ‘consequences’ in nuclear dispute

Arrests in Indian 
town after clash 
sparked by bikers 
NEW DELHI: Police arrested dozens of people in a
south Indian town after a tour by rowdy bikers
through the streets sparked clashes between Hindus
and Muslims, an officer said yesterday.

More than a dozen people were injured after
locals objected to motorcyclists taking silencers off
their bikes and riding loudly through a slum in
Bhainsa, Telangana state. Police said three Muslim
bikers were allegedly beaten up before members
from rival groups joined in and properties were set

of fire. Forty people were arrested over the arson
and hours of fighting that went into the early hours
of Monday when authorities clamped restrictions on
public movement, police added. 

Authorities also cut mobile internet services to
control “rumors” and “incitement” in the region that
is due to hold municipal elections next week.
Nearly two dozen homes and more than 24 motor-
bikes and vehicles were gutted in the blaze as the
rival communities fought. “Forty accused have been
arrested and more are wanted for the violence,” C
Shashidhar Raju, regional police chief, told AFP. 

He said the situation remained tense yesterday
with a large police deployment in the area. The town
witnessed deadly religious violence in 2008 over the
desecration of a mosque that triggered clashes that
left 10 dead, including six members of a Muslim fam-
ily burned to death in their home.  —AFP

ALLAHABAD: Protestors take part in a demonstration against India’s new citizenship law at Mansoor Ali Park in Allahabad
yesterday. —AFP


