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Kuwaiti official
attends int’l meeting
on renewable energy 
ABU DHABI: Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti Ministry of
Electricity and Water Mohamad Bushehri stressed yes-
terday the importance of renewable energy in achieving
goals of sustainable development. This came in a state-
ment to the press at the conclusion of the tenth session of
the General Assembly of the International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA), held on the sidelines of Abu
Dhabi Sustainability Week with the participation of 161

countries, including Kuwait. Bushehri, who headed the
Kuwaiti delegation, said that the meetings recommended
increasing and developing investments in the renewable
energy sector because of its role in reducing carbon
emissions, pollution and tackling climate change. On the
sidelines of the meeting, the Kuwaiti delegation held a
side meeting with the UAE permanent representative at
IRENA Nawal Al-Hossini, on bilateral cooperation. A
similar meeting also was held with the regional director
for the Middle East and Africa at IRENA Zuhair Hamidi
about the possibility of preparing a research project and
a roadmap to Kuwait for investing in renewable energy
within four or five years. At the field level, the Kuwaiti
delegation visited the city of ‘Masdar in Abu Dhabi, the
first carbon neutral and waste free city in the world that is
completely dependent on renewable energy. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet announced its work pro-
gram during its weekly meeting yesterday held under the
chairmanship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. “In implementation
of Article 98 of the constitution, the government presents
its work program, and in compliance with the deadline
set by His Highness the Prime Minister to present this
program to the National Assembly, the Minister of
Finance and Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel provided a detailed explanation of the
program’s themes,” Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Interior and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh said after the meeting.

The government applied an unconventional work pro-
gram that aimed to focus on the elements of embodying
the high order of His Highness the Amir in facing corrup-
tion and securing its requirements through three main
axes, which are enhancing integrity and digital transforma-
tion of government services. Furthermore, developing gov-
ernment performance in accordance with specific time
programs and clear practical procedures without preju-
dice to the implementation of projects associated with the
smooth functioning of public facilities, implementation of
development plan policies, annual plan projects, and oth-
ers. The Integrity Enhancement Axis was based on the
implementation of Kuwait’s strategy to enhance integrity
and combat corruption, including strengthening coopera-
tion between oversight bodies.

The program also included ways to support institu-
tional governance by spreading awareness in the state’s
administrative apparatus and employing behavioral
approaches to achieve the required change as the
national framework for governance was prepared and

taking the necessary steps in preparing a guide for each
government agency and training requirements to
accomplish it. It included measures that were taken to
establish and launch the government digital services
platform that includes all state services and that would
reduce corruption, achieve justice and equality, develop
and facilitate services and the interests of citizens and
residents and enhance transparency in government
transactions. The Cabinet approved the draft work pro-
gram of the government and instructed the Minister of
State for Economic Affairs to refer it to the National
Assembly.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet reviewed the recommendations
contained in the minutes of the meeting of the Legal
Affairs Committee regarding a draft MoU between the
government of Kuwait and the government of France
regarding bilateral cooperation in the areas of preventing
and combating corruption. The Cabinet also reviewed a
draft decree approving a memorandum of understanding
between the government of Kuwait and the government of
Greece in the field of developing industrial exports as well
as a draft decree approving the agreement to establish a
joint committee for cooperation between the government
of Kuwait and the government of Niger. The Cabinet

decided to approve the draft decrees and submit them to
His Highness the Amir. Furthermore, the cabinet discussed
the draft budget of ministries and government departments
for the fiscal year 2020-2021, and in this regard reviewed
the directive of the Economic Affairs Committee regarding
the draft law and the main tables of revenues and expendi-
tures, and the cabinet decided to approve the draft law
and submit it to His Highness the Amir. The Cabinet
expressed sincere and heartfelt condolences to Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelensky over the victims of a
Ukrainian plane crash in south Tehran, which claimed the
lives of all passengers on board. —KUNA

Kuwait’s Cabinet announces
‘unconventional’ work program

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. —KUNA

Facing corruption, enhancing integrity and digital transformation of govt services

Kuwait’s Central
Bank receives 
membership
invitation from BIS 
KUWAIT: The Bank for International Settlements
(BIS) announced yesterday that its Board of
Directors has decided to invite the Central Bank of
Kuwait to become a member of the BIS in order to
expand its central bank membership base and to
increase collaboration. The BIS is regarded as a
forum for international cooperation and as a collab-
oration hub for central banks and other financial

authorities. In a statement, Governor of the Central
Bank of Kuwait Dr Mohammad Y Al-Hashel said:
“We are very pleased with this announcement and
the Central Bank of Kuwait has accepted the invita-
tion and aims to become an effective member of
this prestigious organization.”

“The BIS underscores international cooperation
between central banks and financial authorities
around the world and works towards collectively
pursuing global monetary and financial stability,”
he said. Meanwhile, Chair of the BIS Board Jens
Weidmann welcomed the expansion and said:
“Reviewing membership at regular intervals
ensures that the membership base remains in keep-
ing with the bank’s global profile and its mandate to
promote global monetary and financial stability.”
This is the first such expansion since 2011 and will
take the number of members up to 63. BIS mem-
bers, a group of prime central banks and monetary

authorities, lead global financial policymaking and
set global regulatory and supervision standards for
banks in order to achieve global financial stability,
he said. The BIS is currently owned by member
central banks, it strives to promote international
cooperation, conducts economic research and
analysis on policy issues, and provides banking
services to the central bank community. The BIS
head office is in Basel, Switzerland, and it has a
representative office in both Hong Kong and
Mexico City.

Established in 1930, BIS members include both
advanced and developed economies that repre-
sent around 30 percent of countries from around
the world but together account for approximately
95 percent of the world’s GDP. Members include
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System (United States), People’s Bank of China,
Bank of Japan, Deutsche Bundesbank (Germany),

Reserve Bank of India and Bank of England, the
aforementioned, alone, account for more than half
of global GDP. Notably, Members of the BIS have
equal rights of voting and representation at
General Meetings. The Basel Committee on
Banking Committee, an arm of the BIS, is focused
on the elopement of global regulatory standards
for banks and seeks to strengthen micro and
macro prudential supervision. With 90 years of
history, the Bank for International Settlements is
the oldest international financial institution. At its
inception, it was initially tasked to settle repara-
tion payments imposed on Germany following the
First World War. Soon after its creation, and as a
consequence of the Great Depression, the BIS
focused its activities on the technical cooperation
between central banks and on providing a forum
for regular meetings of central bank governors
and officials.  —KUNA Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel

ABU DHABI: Engineer Mohamad Bushehri (second from right) heads the Kuwaiti delegation. —KUNA


